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Thank You!

Dear AITC Supporter,

As we reflect on the past year, | am filled with gratitude for the incredible community of donors, partners, volunteers, and
friends who make our mission of connecting children to agriculture possible. Because of your generosity and your belief in
agricultural literacy, Virginia Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) continues to create meaningful opportunities for children
across Virginia to connect with agriculture that inspired curiosity, build understanding, and help shape future leaders and

consumers.

This year, we reached an exciting milestone by connecting more than 700,000 children to agriculture through engaging,
hands-on educational experiences. Whether students met a farmer for the first time, discovered where their food, fiber and
fuel come from, or discovered exciting careers in agriculture, each experience helped strengthen their understanding of an

industry that impacts us all.

Your support also made it possible to raise more than $460,000 to ensure that AITC programs continue to grow and reach
even more students. Every gift, sponsorship, and partnership represents an investment in the future of agriculture literacy and
in the youth who will one day lead our communities.

Our special events continue to be a cornerstone of that success. From our signature Taste of Virginia dinners to our sporting
clay shoots and our annual golf tournament, each event celebrates Virginia agriculture, strengthens relationships with our
supporters, and creates new opportunities to invest in agriculture literacy. Beyond raising essential funds, they give AITC a
platform to share our story, celebrate Virginia's agricultural community, and champion the belief that every child should
understand where their food, fuel, and fiber come from.

None of these accomplishments would be possible without you. Your commitment helps ensure that students across the
Commonwealth gain a deeper knowledge of agriculture and understand the vital role it plays in their daily lives. Together, we
are planting the seeds of knowledge, curiosity, and opportunity that will continue to grow for generations.

Thank you for being an essential part of the AITC journey. | am excited to see what we will accomplish together in the year

ahead.

With much appreciation,
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Teacher Testimonials

Connecting in the Classroom

Virginia AITC Teacher of the Year

Cindy Watson, a middle school teacher at Forest Middle School in Bedford County, was named
the Virginia Agriculture in the Classroom 2026 Teacher of the Year. The award recognizes a Virginia
educator for incorporating agriculture into their core curriculum.

Watson uses agriculture as a foundation for hands-on STEM learning in her exploratory science
and robotics design classes. Through science, robotics and technology-based lessons, she helps
students understand how agriculture impacts their daily lives while challenging common
misconceptions about modern farming.

“Cindy's application of agriculture in her curriculum enhances her students’ agricultural literacy
and sparks curiosity,” said Lynn Black, Virginia AITC director of education. "By connecting farming
with STEM concepts, she's helping students become more informed and responsible adults who
understand where their food comes from, and the vital role agriculture plays in our world

Watson also integrates robotics, drone navigation and modeling to examine pollination and
ecosystems that are critical to food production; the effect of natural disasters; and complex
agricultural supply chains. Her robotics coursework introduces students to precision agriculture
and demonstrates how farmers use drones and GPS to manage their crops and improve
efficiency.

Additionally, her lessons showcase how agriculture and STEM concepts overlap in career fields,
such as coding for autonomous harvesters, using biotechnology to develop drought-resistant
crops, or operating vertical farms. Overall, her approach underscores the critical role science and
technology play in modern agriculture, and how innovation helps feed a growing global
population in a complex modern food system.

“Through these experiences, students can figure out at a younger age whether this is something
theyd want to pursue as a career," said Watson, who grew up on a farm outside of Chicago. ‘I like
to give my students opportunities they might not get somewhere else. This is my passion, and I'm
fortunate to have a community that supports these programs.”

As Virginia AITC Teacher of the Year, Watson received a scholarship to the 2026 National AITC
Conference in June in Providence, Rhode Island, and a $500 cash award.

School Grant Program

A total of 70 grants were awarded to schools and organizations across 44 Virginia localities, Grant
recipients included elementary, middle, and high schools, both public and private. Grant funding
allowed over 26,000 students to take part in a hands-on agricultural projects. Projects included

classroom hydroponics, agricultural career exploration, embryology, and even oyster harvesting.

Smithfield Middle School grant recipient:
“‘Students developed a deeper understanding of where food comes from by

actively participating in the growing process, from seed to transplant to
harvest. Their appreciation for agriculture increased as they recognized the
effort and knowledge required to produce healthy food and saw the value of
local farming in their community.”

DCR Workshop Participant
‘| knew what Ag in the Classroom was, but | didnt know they had great online
resources. This is a game changer’



Connecting with Educators

Guest Instruction at Virginia Colleges and Universities

AITC equips future educators with the tools to seamlessly integrate agriculture into core academic standards through
immersive, hands-on workshops. By engaging in these interactive sessions, preservice teachers gain immediate access to
comprehensive curriculum guides and practical resources, empowering them to deliver impactful, classroom-ready
lessons on day one.

Central Virginia Traveling Workshop

The 2025 Traveling Workshop gave educators an up-close look at a variety of agricultural operations in the central
Virginia area. Participants started at a beef cattle farm in Goochland County, where they learned how farmers take care
of both their livestock and the vital soil and water resources on which they rely. The journey continued with stops that
included a state-of-the-art hydroponic lettuce facility. There, educators were treated to a behind-the-scenes tour
detailing the latest technological advancements in controlled environment agriculture. By bridging the gap between
traditional field farming and modern indoor production, this event gave many participants their first hands-on
experience visiting a farm. Ultimately, the workshop equipped teachers with a wealth of knowledge, real-world
examples, and lesson ideas to take back to their classrooms to inspire the next generation.



Connecting through Unique Resources

Agriculture Resource Kits

In 2025-2026 over 2,200 educators had unique
agriculturally themed resources mailed directly to their
home or school free of charge! These CARE Packages
(Create Agricultural Resources for Educators) included
AITC curriculum, newsletters, books, and teachers'
guides. These 2,200 educators represented 119
different localities within the state and included
elementary, secondary and homeschool educators.
CARE Packages provide educators with the tools and
background knowledge to confidently incorporate
agriculture into their curriculum.

AITC Ambassador Program

AITC's Ambassador Program provides both educators and volunteers with the opportunity to receive special resources
and training to connect children in their communities with agriculture. At quarterly meetings, AITC education staff share the
latest materials and demonstrate hands-on activities that can be used in either a classroom or a community event setting.
Ambassadors also receive special resource kits at the conclusion of each meeting that they can use with children in their
community. These resources help ambassadors bring agriculture to life in meaningful and engaging ways, whether they
are leading a lesson, hosting an exhibit, reading a book with students, or supporting a local outreach event. Through this
program, AITC is able to extend its reach beyond traditional classrooms and equip local advocates to share accurate,
relevant agricultural education across the state.



Connecting with Special Events,

Golf Tournament

The 29th annual golf tournament, held on May 18 at The Dominion Club in Glen Allen, was a huge success! Despite
temperatures reaching the nineties golfers thoroughly enjoyed a bright, sunny day on the greens.

Thanks to generous sponsors and dedicated participants, the event raised over $83,980 to support our mission of
connecting children to agriculture. Thank you all for making this year's tournament so memorable!

Mark your calendars for the 30th annual golf tournament, happening on Monday, May 17, 2027, at The Dominion Club.

Clay Shoots

AITC hosts three annual clay shoots across the state to raise awareness and vital funds to connect children with
agriculture. Last fall, sports enthusiasts gathered for the third consecutive year at Old Forge Sporting Clays in
Providence Forge, as well as at Arrowhead Gun Club in Southside Virginia. Participants enjoyed a day of friendly
competition and fellowship, all in support of a great cause. Continuing a long-standing tradition, shooters also
gathered this past March at the Flying Rabbit Sporting Clays in Mt. Crawford. Together, these events raised over
$17,000. Join us at future events to keep the momentum going!



all across Virginia!

Taste of Virginia

Our Taste of Virginia event evolved into a successful regional series over the past year, expanding both its impact and
reach. We launched the series in the fall at Showalter's Orchard in the Shenandoah Valley and concluded with our
second regional event at Woodbine Vineyards in Buffalo Junction.

The Taste of Virginia experience has transformed into an elegant, seated dinner that highlights Virginia's exceptional
agriculture producers while creating meaningful opportunities for attendees to connect with the people behind the food.
Each event focuses on sharing producers' stories, celebrating the diversity of Virginia's agriculture, and strengthening the
connection between consumers and producers. “While the mission remains consistent throughout each event, we pride
ourselves on making each event unique by showcasing the distinct agricultural heritage, producers, and flavors of the
region where the event is held," commented Christy Murphy, AITC director of development.

By bringing together local producers, community members, and supporters in an intimate setting, the Taste of Virginia
series continues to build awareness for our mission of connecting children to agriculture while generating necessary
support for our programs.

“Taste of Virginia continues to grow. Over the course of the next year, we plan to expand the series to four regional
events," adds Murphy. “Each dinner will continue to feature the flavors and stories that make each region of Virginia
special

Additional details regarding event locations and dates will be announced as details are finalized. We look
forward to welcoming supporters to these signature events as we continue to expand their impact across
the state.




Connecting with Volunteers

Cultivate the 88

For the fifth consecutive year, AITC completed the Cultivate the 88 campaign with all 88 .
o Cultivate the
Virginia county Farm Bureaus. We are truly grateful for the full engagement across the

state that drives this ongoing success.

Agriculture Literacy Week

During Virginia's Agriculture Literacy Week, stories connected children across the commonwealth to the agricultural
community and the farmers who grow their food.

Around 1,300 volunteers read AITC's 2026 Book of the Year, Farm Boots by Renée Kurilla, to 77,000 children during AITC's
annual Agriculture Literacy Week March 23-27. Additionally, 3,200 copies of the book were donated to Virginia classrooms,
including public and private schools, community clubs and local libraries.

“We completely sold out of books!" said Lynn Black, AITC director of education. “This event creates so many fun farm-to-
classroom connections with students. It's not just reading a book—it's an experience that sparks curiosity in children,
encourages discussion, and demonstrates the crucial role farmers play in putting food on our tables”

Along with reading aloud, many volunteers engaged with students through hands-on educational activities, demonstrations
and Q&As.

In Henrico County, Extension agents Carter Humphries and Laila Ampy-Thomas partnered with 4-H and FFA members to read
to students at several area schools throughout the week. During the readings, they led lively discussions on farms, farm
animals and produce, alongside activities that taught students about various crops Virginia farmers grow throughout the year.

“This year was especially fun because students were able to connect their learning about the seasons to real-life activities on
the farm, like planting strawberries, collecting chicken eggs, picking pumpkins, and so much more,” Humphries said. “We
enjoyed seeing their creativity as they designed their own farm boots and shared what type of farmer they would be. Those
hands-on connections help bring the lessons to life, and it's exciting to watch youth make those connections to their everyday
lives!

Now in its 17th year, Agriculture Literacy Week is AITC's largest educational event. The program provides a fun, interactive way
to increase children's knowledge of farming, the sources of their food and fiber, and the importance of agriculture.

Volunteer readers also included Gov. Abigail Spanberger; Virginia Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry Katie Frazier; Deputy
Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry Ben Rowe; Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services Commissioner
Charles Green; members of Virginia's legislature; county Farm Bureau leaders; employees of VDACS and Farm Credit; and FFA
and 4-H club members.




Connecting through Donors

AITC would be nothing without our donors. Because of your generosity, thousands of children and educators across
the state are more knowledgeable about agriculture. Because of you, our Foundation connected over 700,000
children to agriculture this year. Thank you!

Contributions and Grants
Total $465,732

Direct Revenue: $518,437
Contributions & Grants $465,732
Gross Profit from Sales $ 12,767
Investment Interest $ 39,038

Direct Expense: $440,955

Education Program & Resources $312,623
Classroom Grants $ 34,708

Direct Development $ 93,624

In-Kind: $ 192,583

= Business & Industry = Grants Virginia Farm Bureau Federation $168,726
u Farm Bureaus = Special Events Other In-Kind Gifts: $23,857
n Individuals
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Cultivator $1,000 - $4,999
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Donors Under $100 cont.
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Harvest Table

Harvue Cheese

Hethwood Market

Holly Fork Farm

Hotel 24 South

Hotel Roanoke & Conference Center
The Inn at Virginia Tech

James River Equipment. Inc.
Jervey, James D.

Lexis Nexis Risk Solutions
Lunenburg Lavender Farm
Milllers Greenhouse, Inc.

Mt. Crawford Creamery

Off the Chain Food Truck

In Kind cont.

Old Hill Hard Cider

The Omni Homestead and Resort

The Produce Shed

Publix Super Markets, Inc.

R.M. Felts Packing Company

Richlands Creamery, Inc.

Riverbanks Farms

Shady Hill Homestead

Showalter's Orchard

Smiley's Ice Cream

Smithfield Foods

Southside Produce Grower's Association

Stony Run Greenhouse

Sycamore Banks Farm

Target

Top Golf

Virginia Farm Bureau Membership and
Field Services

Virginia Farm Bureau Mutual Ins. Co.

Virginia Farm Bureau- Farm Safety
Committee

Virginia Farm Bureau- Products Division

Virginia Fruit and Vegetable Producers
Association

Virginia Peanut Growers Association, Inc..

Virginia Shooting Sports
Woodbine Vineyards

Tributes - In Memory
Anna Lee Byers
Tazewell CFB

April Nichols
Floyd CFB

Archie Bailey
Hickman, Sandra

Bernard Wilmer Pittman
Beale Farms

Bertha Townsend
Harris, Bom

Beth Fox
Tazewell CFB

Carolyn H. Elliott
Essex CFB

Charlie & Bea Ellett
Roberts, Betty

David Stratton
CC-JC-NK-Y CFB

Duke, the service dog
Tazewell CFB

Frances "Tee" White
Melton, Brenda King

Guy Belcher
Floyd CFB

Hawes and Dowdy
Montgomery CFB



Tributes In Memory cont.

Henry Barringer

Brant, Henry

Brown, Jane and Philip
Chassin, Karen

De Courcy, Felicia, PC.
Dewell, LM

Fisher, Ashley

Francisco, Elaine

Garcia, Luis

Gillespie, Joyce

Gooch, Stephen

Guill, Patricia

Harding, Jo Ellen
Hundley, James H. lll and Alice Faye
Hunter, Robert and Deborah
Hurst, EH. Jr.and Martha
Jones, Catherine
Lawson, Mary

Lee CFB

Lewis, John

Lyall, Judith

MccCall, George and Lynn
Moles, Katie

Rose, Harold and Ann
Street Law Firm, LLP
Swecker, William
\Wise-Dickenson CFB

Ivan & Billie Taylor
Daniel, Bonnie

Jackie T. Preston
StClair, Dana

James & Geneva Hodges
Hodges, James and Suzette

Janice Burton

Halifax CFB

Hickman, David L. and Chessie L.
Hundley, James H. lll and Alice Faye
Southampton CFB

Jean & Woodford Broaddus
Hunley, Danny and Mary

Jean Broaddus
Broaddus, Candace

John L. Blackwell
Dietzsch, Robert

Kaci Coppedge Daniel
Henshaw, Joe H. and Sarah G.

Lois M. Roop
Floyd CFB

Mary Boothe
Floyd CFB

Honor Roll of Donors

Maryanne Frances

Beal, Mckim and Katherine
Blythe, Keith and Shirley

Davis, Robert and Carolyn
Edwards, N. Macon and Pamela
Everett Farms, Inc.

Hickman, David L. and Chessie L.
Hinson, Reva

Holland, Beverly

Kitchen, Vivian and Ben
Lockard, Lissie

Marks, Mike and Debbie

Maxey, Tammy

Moore, Martha

0.B. Lockhart

Lee CFB

Russell CFB
\Wise-Dickenson CFB

Opie MacAllister and
Kathryn Williams
Williams, Michael P. I

Patsy Driscoll
CC-JC-NK-Y CFB

Phil Hickman
Hickman, Sandra

Ray and Ava Miller
Willow Springs Tree Farm, Inc

Richard W. Lacks

Bagley, Alan and Melinda
Chappell Farms, LLC

Colonial Farm Credit

Currin, Lucy

Fowlkes, Diane

Hatcher, Robert, Jr.

Hodges, Emory and Kristin

The Lotspeich Family
McDannald, Brenda L. and H.S., Jr.
Salley, Wanda

Scott, Leland and Marker, Elizabeth
Stupasky, Louis and Sue

Trejo, Placido and Carol

Robert Lewis
Gloucester-Mathews CFB

Robert Lewis Spitzer
Adamson, Pete and Margaret

Ronnie Gene Jenkins
Charlotte CFB

Sue Ann Martin
CC-JC-NK-Y CFB

Sylvia H. Miller and Lisa M. Lohr
Miller, Allen R. and Mary Jane

William “Sparky” Crossman
Buckley, Ronald and Barbara
Canada, Justin

Cianci, Joy

Hickman, Phillip

Lee, Richard and Linda
Murphy, Carroll

Reamy, Joseph M.

Sanford, Charles, Jr.

Scarry, Karen

Scott, Daniel

Straughan, Karen and Woodfin
Tallent, Lisa

Todd, Sharon

Wolfe, Frieda

Tributes - In Honor

Carolyn Neal
Tazewell CFBWLC

Faye Hundley
Mountcastle, Lisa

George Coyner Il
Schatz, Ryan

Lillian/Michael Beahm
Beahm, Michael W. and Lillian

Miriam Grace Thomas
Hardin, Christine



AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM
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Virginia Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom

12580 West Creek Parkway Richmond, VA 23238
804-290-1038
virginia.agclassroom.org

Connecting Children to Agriculture
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	Connecting with Educators
	Guest Instruction at Virginia Colleges and Universities
	Central Virginia Traveling Workshop

	Honor Roll of Donors
	Cultivator $1,000 - $4,999
	Planter $500 - $999
	Key
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	Friends $100 - $499 cont.
	Friends $100 - $499
	AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM


	CONNECT WITH US HERE!
	Virginia Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom
	12580 West Creek Parkway Richmond, VA 23238
	804-290-1038
	virginia.agclassroom.org

	Connecting Children to Agriculture


