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Our mission is to educate Virginia’s children 
about the importance of agriculture.

On the cover:  In partnership with HYVE Indoor Farming Systems of Staunton, two schools won a new 
resource for a hands-on experience with plant systems. Stratford Landing Elementary School in Alexandria 
and Northampton Middle School on the Eastern Shore received a HYVE™ state-of-the art, LED lighted 
growing system known as the LF-ONE. With the new systems, they could grow completely inside or start 
plants indoors, then transplant to school gardens too. 

We meet our mission by 
Connecting Nearly Half-a-Million Children 

to Agriculture Annually! 



Understanding the sources of our food and growing an appreciation for the incredible 
people who make up the food, fiber and fuel industry is why the Virginia Foundation 
for Agriculture in the Classroom was created 28 years ago.  From farmers and 
processors, to equipment and technology companies, to livestock and environmental 
stewardship, to farm financial institutions, there is so much to learn and appreciate.  
Agriculture in the Classroom connects children to agriculture through activities in-
class and hands-on, online and on-the-farm that grow a curiosity to ensure their 
future and the future of our industry.
     
Our innovative programs include: 

• Online lessons, activities, farm tours and resources for educators, parents and students!
• School grants awarded for in-class projects, farm field trips, gardens and many creative teacher 

ideas!
• Educator training & newsletters for a better understanding of agriculture by anyone who “teaches” 

and helping with the use of lessons for students that align with state standards!  
• State and national recognition for teachers who excel at bringing agriculture into their classroom 

as an example for all!
• Volunteer engagement & agricultural instructors that connect real farmers and agricultural 

professionals with students!
• And, FarmLife 360 videos that bring the farm to life on mobile devices in 3D and 360 degrees when 

we can’t visit the farm in person.  It’s a completely transparent way to see the farm up-close!

Our programs have always been robust, but it’s even more important now.  With the pandemic changing 
the way schools operate, we expanded resources online and made more lessons simple for our newly 
appointed educators, “parents”.  

Starting early in March, hashtag events on our Facebook page offered great activities at home, while also 
engaging children in farm fun.  Cooking, new technologies, gardening and math on the farm all combined 
to help families better understand the roll agriculture plays in their everyday lives.  The 2020 school year 
will bring more program opportunities like these!

Special times call for unprecedented measures and Virginia’s Agriculture in the Classroom is stepping 
up to the challenge.  Thank you for supporting our efforts through the Foundation.  Your donations, no 
matter the size, make it possible.  It’s so important for the future of our industry, but more importantly for 
the children who will be introduced to the incredible world of agriculture thanks to you!

Sincerely, 

Bertsch Cox
Foundation Chair and CFO of James River Equipment Company

     Message from The Chair
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On March 13, 2020 school changed overnight for children across the Commonwealth.  Parents and teachers 
were in search of how students would learn without a traditional school day.  Poised with a vast website of 
resources, new Farm Life 360 educational videos and an active Facebook page, our program launched three 
weekly educational hashtag events including: #TeachMeTuesday, #ThinkerThursday and #AgSunday!  

Reposting useful resources from educational partners, such as Farm Credit Knowledge Center, National 
Agriculture in the Classroom, American Farm Bureau, Southern States and Corteva filled in the gaps each 
day. 
 
FarmLife 360 is growing on YouTube with 10 videos that offer 360-degree experiences that can be viewed 
in 3D to get up-close and personal on the farm. Viewers can look all around, hear all the sounds and move 
closer to equipment and livestock then they ever would be able to do in person.  Our new Virginia Agriculture 
in the Classroom YouTube channel is now available with news stories, farm tours and other great videos 
added since March!

35 original content educational activities were added 
during the first weeks of the pandemic!  

New Ag In the Classroom (AITC) 
Educational Hashtags Events

#TeachMeTuesday
#ThinkerThursday

#Ag Sunday

Last 3 Months of “School”

200,000 people visited AITC Facebook 
or shared online lessons, live demo labs, 

virtual tours and online games

58,000 people viewed AITC Video Posts



Meaningful Tools for Educators Turn Ideas into Reality
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Grants
Virginia Agriculture in the Classroom 
Awarded 85 Grants to 56 Localities

during 2019-2020 school year

Providing 35,000 students with hands-on 
agricultural experiences

Projects included:
💦 🌱 Hydroponics 🌽Garden development 🐓 Animal agriculture 🥗 Health and Nutrition
🔬STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) � Leadership Development

Our Grant Program in Action
Central Academy Middle School Agri-science classes in Botetourt established four Elemen-
tary school garden spaces and led in demonstrations with growing trays.  When school went 
virtual, the groups met online to continue discussing the plant growth at school and home 
with their garden starter kits.   

 “The AITC grant provided students and school families with a gardening experience 
that otherwise would not have been possible. During this uncertain time, when we have 
witnessed food and agriculture production concerns, I am proud of our work to provide 
vegetable plants to students and families this year.”
       ~Agri-science teacher Jennifer Hannah

Recognizing Outstanding Teachers 
for Incorporating Agriculture

Pamela Hall is a STEM teacher at 
Carrollton Elementary School in Isle 
of Wight County and the Virginia 
Agriculture in the Classroom 2020 
Teacher of the Year.  She was also 
recognized as a 2020 National Excellence 
in Teaching About Agriculture Award 
recipient by the National Agriculture in 
the Classroom Organization in June. 

Pam sets the example for her students and uses hands-on 
approaches including studying plant and animal life cycles, 
taking farm nature walks, 
visiting with farmers, making 
ice cream, investigating 
and raising pollinators 
and experimenting with 
hydroponics.

Professional 
Development 

Motivates 
Teachers  

Training provides educators 
with curriculum, resources 
and knowledge to bring 
agriculture to life for their 
students. 

Over 12,000 educators received professional development 
and our What’s Growing On in Virginia newsletters. 
Innovative lesson plans and standards-based options are 
offered at no cost, along with an interactive Virginia map 
that focuses on the geologic regions and the associated 
farms there. 

On-farm training initiated in the Summer of 2019 connected 
teachers to agricultural experiences that helped them 
connect personally.



      Grower $5,000-$9,999
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AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM

AgInTheClass.org

Pg. 4  - Virginia Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom Annual Report

Steward $50,000+ Shepherd $25,000-$49,999 Harvester $10,000-$24,999

Cargill, Inc.
Frederick “Freddy” W. and Charlotte Holland
Queen of Virginia Skill & Entertainment
Universal Leaf Foundation
Virginia Cotton Board
VFB Young Farmers Committee
Virginia Horse Industry Board
Virginia Pork Council
Virginia Poultry Federation

Albemarle CFB
Amherst CFB
Ballyshannon Fund at the Charlottesville Area  
   Community Foundation
Bank of America
Birdsong Peanuts
Brunswick CFB
Campbell County FBWC
Carroll County FBWC
Charles City, James City, New Kent, York      
   County FBWC
Chesterfield County FBWC
Culpeper CFB
Custom Air, Inc.
Dairy Alliance
David L. and Chessie L. Hickman
Dinwiddie CFB
Elaine A. Yankey
Elizabeth Jones
Ellwood Thompson’s Local Market
Emporia Self-Storage
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Farm Credit Foundation for Agricultural    
   Advancement
Farm Credit of the Virginias 
FBAlliance
First Bank & Trust Company
Floyd CFB

Floyd County FBWC
Halifax CFB
Hanover County FBWC
Hoober, Inc. 
Houff Family Foundation
Houff ’s Feed & Fertilizer
Hubner Seed
Huffman Trailer Sales
Hundley Farms, Inc.
Insurance Auto Auctions
Island Sunrise Foundation
James River Equipment
Joe Wilcosky
John & Allison Davis
Lee County FBWC
Lynwood and Becky Broaddus
Madison Wood Preservers
Northern Virginia Electric Cooperative
Powhatan County FBWC
Prince William/Fairfax CFB
Prince William/Fairfax County FBWC
Ricoh USA
Rockingham Cooperative
Rockingham Petroleum Cooperative
Shenandoah CFB
Tazewell County FBWC
The Jane and Arthur Flippo Foundation
Tophand Foundation
Virginia Apple Board
Virginia Beef Council
Virginia Egg Council
Virginia’s Farm Credit Associations
Washington County FBWC
Winchester Equipment Co.

Bedford CFB
Bland County FBWC
Botanical Bites & Provisions, LLC
Botetourt CFB
Botetourt County FBWC
Brandon Auville

Buckingham CFB
CCA Financial, LLC
Charlotte County FBWC
Christopher and Jennie B. Simms
Colonial Agricultural Educational      
   Foundation, Inc.
ColonialWebb Contractors
Cooperative Milk Producers Association
Core Consulting
CPC Commodities
Craig CFB
Craig County FBWC
Danny Hunley
Dwight E. and Carolyn R. Houff
Essex CFB
Experient Health
Farmers and Merchants Bank
Ford Motor Company
Gerald Gardner
Glenn Dye
Goochland CFB
Grayson County FBWC
Greene CFB
Greene County FBWC
Greensville County FBWC
Howard Hill
Isle of Wight CFB
Julia Murphy
Louisa Veterinary Services
Mass Mutual Financial Group
Matt and Beth Lohr
Matthew Nuckols
Michael P. and M. Kathryn Williams
Rockingham CFB
Rockingham County FBWC
Ron & Jamie Saacke
Safelite Solutions
Savannah McQuarrie
Shenandoah Valley Electric Cooperative

      Cultivator $1,000-$4,999

      Planter ($500-$999)

Sponsor Key: 
CFB = County Farm Bureau
FBWC = Farm Bureau Women’s   
 Committee
VFB = Virginia Farm Bureau



and Facilitating Learning
AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM

AgInTheClass.org

Virginia Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom Annual Report - Pg. 5

Steward $50,000+ Shepherd $25,000-$49,999 Harvester $10,000-$24,999 SingleStone Consulting Brenda Peppers
Smyth CFB
Smyth County FBWC
Southwest District FBWC
Tyler Harvey
Vicom
Washington CFB
Westmoreland CFB
Westmoreland County FBWC
Wise-Dickenson County FBWC

A.L. Taylor
Abingdon Equipment
Advance Agra Services, LLC
Alleghany CFB
Allen R. Miller
Amelia CFB
Bertsch Cox
Bill Henley
Bom Harris
Bonnie Daniel
Brian Parks
Bruce T. Benwell
C. Edward Blevins, Jr.
C. Wayne and Olivia B. Ashworth
Caroline CFB
Charles M. Saunders, III
Charles P. and Joan Russell Shorter
Chesapeake CFB
Curtis W. Bowman
David and Kim Priddy
David Barnes
David M. Chilton
David Moore
Diane Fowlkes
Donald A. and Helen L. Taylor
Donald B. Anderson
Donald J. Tilson
Edmond and Mary DeBerry
Eric Dalke
Erwin L. and Alice Carol Maitland
Essex County FBWC
Franklin County FBWC
Frederick CFB
Gary M. Monroe
Gentry Locke
George E. Anderson
Giles County FBWC
Glenn P. Hudson
Glenn R. and Nelda Buss
Graydon A. and Kathryn Moss
Greenmont Grain Roasting LLC
Hayden Lyons

Henry CFB
Hobey Bauhan
Ilene E Post
J. Smith Lanier & Co.
James D. and Glenda Jervey
James D. Jennings
James H. and Alice Faye Hundley, III
James H. Campbell
Jason Seward
Jeff Feagans
Jeffrey L. and Phyllis Meador
Jerry and Karen Gustin
John and Sharen Hillison
John Mark Moody
Jolene Boatright
Jonathan and Lu Anne Smith
Jonathan T. Dean
Joseph Riddle
Justin and Jessica Cruise
Kern and Chanda Houff
King George CFB
King William County FBWC
Kyle Sturgis
Landon Stanfield
Lisa Campbell Clore
Louisa County FBWC
Malcolm Brown
Mathias Brothers, Inc.
Meade Ferguson Welch
Mecklenburg County FBWC
Michael Kibler
Michael Simms
Midwest District FBWC
Miller Farms Inc.
Mindy McCroskey
Nancy Zydron
Nansemond County FBWC
Nathan Fox
Nelson CFB
Network For Good
Northumberland-Lancaster CFB
Orange CFB
Page Cooperative Farm Bureau
Paul Haney
Phil and Sandra L. Hickman, Jr.
Pittsylvania County FBWC
Progressive Tractor
R. Stoneman
Rachel Fink
Ray Leonard
Rebecca M Roberts
Rhodes Martin
Richard L. and Brenda R. Sutherland
Richlands Creamery, Inc.
Rick Hall

Robert and Cindy Mills
Robert and Patricia Bloxom
Russell CFB
Ruth A Hopke
Sandra Adams
Somerset Seed & Sod, Inc.
Southeast District FBWC
Southside District FBWC
Spotsylvania CFB
Springwood Livestock Management Services
Stanley Foster
Stephen M. Lane
Superior Concrete, Inc.
Surry CFB
Susan Gaston
Talya George
Tammy Maxey
Taylor and Jodie Clarke
Tiger Fuel
Trey Humphrey
Trude Wyrick
Virginia Academy for Food Animal Practice
Virginia Beef Corporation
Virginia Cattlemen’s Association
Virginia Veterinary Medical Association
Vivian and Linda Bowles
Washington and Nell Ramsey
Wayne F. and Patricia H. Pryor
West Rockingham Ruritan Club
William and Joanne Speiden
William C. Latane
William Ellis and Linda L. Walton
Willow Springs Tree Farms, Inc.
Wise-Dickenson CFB
Wythe County FBWC
Zachary King
Zetta R Engel

Amazon Smile
Angela Haskovec
Angie Milstead
Ann B. Eggers
Aran Shetterly
Ashlie Howell
Augusta CFB
Barbara K Joyner
Benjamin Willis
Bennie and Margie Quesenberry
Bonnie & F. F. Chandler
Brian Walsh
Bruce Bowman
Byron Stonecypher
Camille Blankenship

      Friend ($100-$499)

      Donor (Under $100)
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Candace Broaddus
Carol Pope
Carolina Eastern
Carter and Margaret Borden
Charles Burn and Winnie C. Smith
Cheryl Brooks
Chip Roady
Chris Hurst
Claire Miller
Clarke E. Fox
Claudia Perkins
Cliff Williamson
Coley Drinkwater
Connie Burchett
Dana Fisher
David L. Holshouser
David T. Delp
Debbie Liddle
Diana Chappell
Diana Dutton
Diane Burke
Diane Coleman
Dottie Long Carwile
Dwayne D. and Olive Forrest
Edward Mullins
Eleanor Henson
Elizabeth M. Ragland
Emily Fisher Edmondson
George Jacobs
Gilbert K. and Mary Stroh Queitzsch
Halifax County FBWC
Henry Pittman
Holly Bocock
Howard C. and Lucy Nester, Jr.
I.R. Creager
Irving W. and Linda Matthews
J. David Parr
James Barry Bates
Jean A Barker
Jeannie Dudding-Layton

Jeffrey and Melonie Holifield
Jessica Williams
John King
John M. Drewry
Johns W. and Dorothy T. Bailey
Jonas Burkes
Joseph H. and Shelley Barlow, Jr.
Justin and Meridith Mackay-Smith
Kathleen L. Monk
Kelly Devin
Ken & Grace Martin
Kenneth G. Reeves
Kimberly Caufield
King & Queen County FBWC
King George FBWC
K-K King
Kristal Harris
Kristen Lochridge
Larry and Cindy Custis
Larry L. Owen
Lee Pridgen
Louis L. and Ginger Brooking, Jr.
Lucille Clark-Nester
Lynda Updike
Madison Slaven
Margaret Adamson
Margaret Smith Murray
Marty Potts
Megan L Coulter
Nancy Biscoe
Norris L. and Vickie Dinges, Jr.
Northern District FBWC
Northumberland-Lancaster County FBWC
Orrin M. and Jane C. Kline, Jr.
Page D Carlson
Patrick Neal
Patrick Tewell
Paul Coleman
Prince George County FBWC
Randall A. and Ruth A. Lillard

Rebecca Emory
Rebecca Townsend
Rena Johnson
Richard E. Baltimore
Richard W. Lacks
Richard Wilkes
Robbie Dalton
Robbie Sanders
Robert and Darlene Wernsman
Robert B. Fleet
Robert P. Whitman, Jr.
Ronald Jenkins
Rose Jeter
Rose Mary Cornett
Sally F. Fulton
Sami Sbitani
Sara Brown
Sharon E. Decker
Sharon Lynn Llewellyn
Shawn Roark
Stephen Rollins
Steven and Karen Crocker
Suzanne Evans
Thomas and Janice Burton
Todd P Haymore
Trevor Simmons
Trina Burns
Virginia Mennonite Retirement Community
Wade Stimpson
Warren Grey Lineberry
Wayne H. and Betty S. Bray
Wes Condrey
Will Showalter
William “Bill” Robert Barham
William F. Jr. & Stephanie M. Osl
William Hurst
William Roger and Gay P. Mitchell

Tribute Donors
In Honor of: Laurie Falk Coulter
In memory of Reva Alvis
In memory of Archie Bailey
In memory of Ronald Baker
In memory of Alice C Beale
In memory of Floyd R. Bennett
In memory of Clifford Earl Boyd
In memory of Jean Broaddus
In memory of Cecil Byrum
In memory of William Carpenter
In memory of Bob Cockrill
In memory of Jessie & Florence Cole
In memory of Betty Cornett

In memory of Carolyn Day
In memory of Carol William Engel
In memory of Bob Fields
In memory of Susan Camille Gardner
In memory of John Hayes
In memory of David Lockhart Henderson
In memory of John Houston
In memory of Elvin Ingram
In memory of William “Billy” Johnson
In memory of Mary Jane Jones
In memory of Gail Kilgore
In memory of Harry Knabe, Jr.
In memory of Lisa M. Lohr
In memory of Peggy Marrs
In memory of Jay Marshall

In memory of Opie McAllister
In memory of Sylvia H. Miller
In memory of Carole Mitchell
In memory of Arthur Mullins
In memory of Sheila Mullins
In memory of Janet Nuckols
In memory of Doris Roberts
In memory of Robert Seddon
In memory of Andrew Shepherd
In memory of Ray Smith
In memory of Billie Taylor
In memory of Ivan Taylor
In memory of Edgar Vaughn, Jr.
In memory of James Yankey
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Regional Outreach Coordinator Pilot Program

In Kind Donors
Boar’s Head Resort
Dana Fisher
James River Equipment, Inc.
Rockingham Cooperative

Sheetz
Virginia Farm Bureau Federation
VFB Mutual Insurance Company

As teachers and the general population become further removed from personal 
farm knowledge, we need to go further than training teachers to share our 
programs.  We must put agriculturalists directly into classrooms!  In a new 
Southwest Virginia pilot project, we contracted with a regional outreach 
coordinator who connected with local schools and events to better serve the 
region by bringing new enthusiasm for connecting children to agriculture there. 
In just 6 months, Alison Jones, former Pulaski agriculture teacher, connected 
1,824 educators and 9,249 students, in addition to adding valuable insight and 
programming when we went virtual in March.  

Expanding this program to Northern, Southeast and Southside Virginia in the 
future will dramatically expand our ability to improve agricultural experiences 
and meet the specific needs of the localities.    

🗓
6 Months 

🍎
1,824 

Educators

🎒
9,249 

Students



Fundraising Events
MANY Thanks to Sponsors and Participants
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Foundation Board of Directors
Mr. Bertsch Cox
Foundation Chair
Chief Financial Officer, 
James River Equipment  
Ms. Rose Jeter
Foundation Vice Chair
Sales and Marketing Manager,
Homestead Creamery 
Mr. Hobey Bauhan
Foundation Past Chair
President, Virginia Poultry Federation 
Mr. Wayne F. Pryor
Foundation President
President, Virginia Farm Bureau Federation 
Ms. Sandra Adams 
Retired Commissioner, 
VA Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer Services 

Mr. Justin Cruise 
Public Relations Specialist, 
Rappahannock Electric Cooperative 
Ms. Diane Fowlkes 
Chief Financial Officer, 
Colonial Farm Credit
Ms. Susan Gaston 
President and Owner, The Gaston Group, LLC 
Mr. Bill Henley 
Vice President of Production, 
Montague Farms Inc. 
Ms. Ruth Hopke 
Technical Support Specialist, 
Cargill Feed & Nutrition
Ms. Ashlie K. Howell 
Branch Manager, Farm Credit of the Virginias

Ms. Faye Hundley 
Chair, Virginia Farm Bureau Women’s 
Leadership Committee
Mr. James Jennings 
President, JF Leaf Ltd.
Mr. David Moore 
Retired ANR Agent, Virginia Cooperative 
Extension
Mr. Joey Riddle 
District Manager, Publix Super Markets, Inc.
Mr. Trevor Simmons 
Agronomist, Southern States
Mr. Ellis Walton 
Owner/Operator, Farley Park Farm

The 5K Fun Run at 
Wood Ridge Farm 

Brewery
Our first 5K fun run in 5 years 
took on the sloping terrain of 

Nelson county and captured the 
healthy hearts of 45 participants 

raising $4,800 in September. 

Clay Shooting in the 
Valley and Southwest
Participants at The Flying Rabbit in 
Mt. Crawford rotated through 20 
stations while enjoying the great 

outdoors, and in Bristol at the 
Kettlefoot Rod and Gun Club, Trap 
and Skeet took center stage. The 
shooting events raised $25,250 

thanks to support from Cargill, title 
sponsor and so many others.  

Virtual Golf Due to 
Pandemic Provided 

Connection
Finys President & CEO, Kurt 
Diederich, provided the title 

sponsorship for the golf event 
despite having to move to a 
virtual platform.  Thanks to 

Virginia Farm Bureau Insurance 
Sales Department, the event 

raised $29,360 and opened the 
door to future online events that 
could be held with participants 

from many locations. 
“We knew the AITC golf 
tournament was the biggest 
fundraiser each year and our 
insurance staff wanted to support 
the programs, so we helped create 
a virtual golf event that was fun 
for all!”  

~Ray Leonard, VFB Insurance 
Sales Vice President
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Supporting Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) whether it be as a volunteer, farm owner, business 
associate or consumer, is vital to keeping the agriculture industry alive. Without donor support, 
who will teach the next generation about agriculture? The golf cart raffle fundraiser was a great 
example of philanthropy within the state of Virginia. With the support from all these groups, 
either in a sponsorship role or as a ticket purchaser, raising $38,000 for AITC far exceeded my 
expectations.” 

~Faye Hundley, Chair, VFBF Women’s Leadership Committee

Women’s Golf Cart Raffle
Sponsored by the Virginia Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership Committee raised $38,000!

Volunteer Programs Expand Outreach
Since it started 10 years ago, half a million children benefited from the Agriculture 
Literacy Week project thanks to over 10,000 volunteers giving their time and sharing 
their passion for agriculture.
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FarmLife 360 & YouTube Virtual Farm Tour Resources

Search for FarmLife 360 on YouTube 

Or, visit us on YouTube and Facebook 
by searching for 

Virginia Agriculture in the Classroom

Contact Us
P.O. Box 27552, Richmond, VA  23261

12580 West Creek Parkway, Richmond, VA  23238
804.290.1034

aitc@vafb.com
AgInTheClass.org

  @VirginiaAgintheClassroom


