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The Humble Beginnings of the Hamburger
Governor Frank Keating’s Proclamation Regarding the Origins of the Hamburger, 1995

WHEREAS, scurrilous rumors have credited Athens, Texas, as the birthplace of the hamburger, claiming for 

that region south of the Red River commonly known as Baja Oklahoma a fame and renown which are hardly its 

due; and Whereas, the Legislature of Baja Oklahoma has gone so far as to declare April 3, 1995, to be Athens 

Day at the State Capitol, largely on the strength of this bogus claim, and Whereas, while the residents, the 

scenery, the hospitality and the food found in Athens are no doubt superior to those in virtually any other locale, 

they must be recognized. In the words of Mark Twain, as “the lightning bug is to the lightning” when compared 

with the great City of Tulsa in the great State of Oklahoma; and Whereas, although someone in Athens, in the 

1860s, may have place cooked ground beef between two slices of bread, this minor accomplishment can in 

no way be regarded equal to what comes on a bun accompanied by such delight as pickles, onions, lettuce, 

tomato, cheese and, in some cases, special sauce; and Whereas, the first true hamburger on a bun, as meticulous 

research shows, was created and consumed in Tulsa in 1891 and was only copied for resale at the St. Louis 

World’s Fair a full 13 years after that momentous and historymaking occasion: now therefore, I, Frank Keating, 

governor of the State of Oklahoma, do hereby proclaim April 12, 1995, as THE REAL BIRTHPLACE OF THE 

HAMBURGER IN TULSA DAY.


