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New York Agricultural Education Staff
From Left to right, Top Row: Shari Lighthall, Director, New York Agricultural 
Education Outreach; Derek Hill, Director, New York Association of FFA; Katie 
Carpenter, Director, New York Agriculture in the Classroom; Todd Lighthall, Director, 
New York FFA Foundation. 

Middle Row: Terry Hughes, Program Specialist, New York Agricultural Education; 
Jessica Currie, Program Specialist, New York Association of FFA;   Sarah Peavey, 
Program Specialist, New York Agriculture in the Classroom; Robin Waite, Program 
Specialist, Oswegatchie Educational Center; Bill Waite, Program Director, 
Oswegatchie Educational Center.

Bottom Row: Catie Rowe, Program Specialist, New York Agricultural Education; 
Nancy Grossman, Program Assistant, New York Agricultural Education Outreach; 
Jeremiah Best, Program Specialist, Agriculture in the Classroom; Rolland Krohn, 
Ropes Course Director, Oswegatchie Educational Center.

Not pictured: Kelli Grab, NYS Representative for Agricultural Education, New York 
State Department of Education

NEW YORK AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION began 
2020 by celebrating New York FFA having the highest increase in 
membership in the United States and New York Agriculture in the 
Classroom on track to train thousands of teachers, but it seems that 
March rolled in like a lion because the world seemingly paused with 
the onset of the global pandemic known as COVID-19. Even this 
monumental challenge could not stop the creativity and passion of 
our FFA community, agriculture educators, and our K-12 teachers 
using food and agriculture to continue to engage their students 
through virtual learning. The collective resilience of agricultural 
education has resulted in a strong and focused vision of creating 
an agriculturally literate generation by “growing leaders, building 
communities, and strengthening New York agriculture.”

New York Agricultural
Education Team

Programs in
New York State
AGRICULTURAL EDUCATORS AND STUDENTS

51%
RURAL

7%
From a school district with 200 K-12 students, to 
the largest school district in the United States, 
agricultural education is in a school near you!

Where We Are
PERCENTAGE OF SCHOOLS 
WITH AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS

URBAN

This map represents all of New York State’s school-
based agricultural education programs. The different 
symbols indicate the following: 

FFA District Schools that have an Agricultural 
Education program and a FFA chapter

Schools that have an 
Agricultural Education program

Schools that have contacted the State 
Office and are interested in starting an 
Agricultural Education program



New York 
Agriculture 
teachers participated 
in over
 

of professional development in these eight 
pathways sponsored by the New York Association 
of Agricultural Educators and Cornell University.

11,286 HOURS 

OVER 350 AGRICULTURAL  EDUCATORS teach the Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources Content Career 
Cluster standards at 222 middle and/or high schools across the state so that more than 15,000 students can gain an in-depth 
understanding of the different sectors of the agriculture industry.

What do New York 
Agricultural Education 
Programs Teach?
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79%
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NEW YORK AGRICULTURAL 
EDUCATION PATHWAYS:
Percent of students who participate
in each education pathway 

Percent of schools that teach
agriculture
pathways: 

“As agricultural educators we have the 
opportunity to let young minds explore the 
vast opportunities that agriculture offers. We 
also have the ability to make them stewards 
of the land and keep the future of agriculture 
looking bright.”

Karen LaBombard, NYAAE President

84%



Message from our 
State FFA Officers

2020 New York FFA Chapter of the Year:
Penn Yan FFA

What a crazy year it has been. Since the founding of the National FFA 
Organization in 1928 the world has never met such a challenge, but the amazing 
FFA members from New York have been more resilient than ever. From attending 
New York State FFA’s first Virtual State Convention to participating in virtual 
workshops throughout the summer, FFA members have made the most out of 
this tough situation. They have used this time to their advantage to grow their 
leadership potential and agricultural passions. 

Our officer team would like to continue this excitement and drive as we look 
toward the rest of the year. We plan to continue offering virtual opportunities 
to students such as virtual chapter visits, banquets, workshops, and leadership 
conferences. This year we have been given a unique opportunity to reach out to a 

The Penn Yan FFA Chapter was selected as the 2020 New York State FFA Chapter of the Year! They have 
gone above and beyond to serve their members, community, and agriculture by participating in the 360˚  
State Leadership Conference, making nesting sites for local wildlife, and attending the State Leaders 
Experience meeting with local representatives in the state capital. The Penn Yan FFA also volunteered at 
Empire Farm Days operating the information booths and assisting the NY Beef producers. In support of 
their community the Penn Yan FFA hosted a “Souper Bowl” food drive to donate to a local food pantry and 
presented at the “Fun on the Farm” event, hosted by the Ontario County Farm Bureau, where students 
created displays for visitors to press cider, stomp grapes, and learn about FFA. Penn Yan FFA was recognized 
by the National FFA Organization as one of New York’s 3-Star Chapters.

vast number of members who we would not have been able to connect with in years 
past. We would like to continue the goal of the 2019-2020 New York State FFA Officer 
Team by expanding the membership of New York State FFA to 10,000 members. 
While it may be hard this year, our team is eagerly looking forward to building 
relationships with schools interested in starting an agricultural program. 

Our team has been focusing on securing funding for agricultural education programs 
throughout the state, as well. During the latter half of the summer, we met with 
several representatives that serve on the State Senate and Assembly Agriculture 
Committees. The act of securing funding for agricultural programs will be crucial 
within the coming years so we can continue to grow, and advance opportunities 
provided to members. 

As we look to the future we urge our members to seize every opportunity that they 
have available to them. You have the chance to be the link between the past and the 
future of agriculture education. Don’t let the challenges presented this year hold you 
back. Take this opportunity to change the future forever. 

Sincerely, 

FFA CHAPTERS

We would like to welcome the 
following new chapters to NY FFA:
HERKIMER FFA
JOHN JAY FFA
OWEGO FFA 24% 
MEMBERSHIP INCREASE OVER 2019 



5%
Attend training or 
vocational school

Animal Science

Power,
Structural

and Technical 
Systems

Environmental
Service Systems

Natural
Resources Systems

Food Products
and Processing 

Systems Agriculture
Education

17%

Agribusiness 
Systems
16%

10%
7%

32%

5%

Biotechnology
Systems

5%

Plant
Systems

5%

3%

By the Numbers
New York Agricultural Education and FFA

2019 AGRICULTURAL CAREER FOCUS AREA PREFERENCES

These are the selected career focus areas by those members 
who are interested in or might be interested
in pursuing an 
agricultural 
career pathway.

2020 NY FFA PARTICIPATION 
AND AWARD RECOGNITIONS

2019-2020 New York FFA Membership: 

8,814
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Maybe Interested

43%
Interested

40%

Not Interested

17%

2019 NYS FFA MEMBER’S 
OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM 
Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) 
opportunities are truly endless and entirely 
based on students exploring passions and 
career interests. All of our members have 
access to a platform that allows them to input 
and store their records to not only gain this 
important skill, but to utilize it for many needs 
including award applications, resume building, 
chapter activities, community service and more!

OVERVIEW OF STUDENT SAE’S 
IN NEW YORK

SAE Projects 1,284
Hours  90,400
Asset Value $1,138,155
Income  $396,834
Investment $259,063
Economic Impact  $403,115

Leadership Development 
Conferences 
212/360 Leadership Conference         824
Camp in a Box  606
State Leaders Experience  138
State Officer and District President 
Candidates             41
Virtual State Convention  ~ 3,500

 Student & Adult Recognition
American Degree  38
Dairy Breed Awards  3
District LDEs  875
District Stars  8
Empire Degrees  144
Honorary Empire Degrees  14
Jacket Award Recipients  59
National Chapter Award   5
National Proficiency Awards 14
National Scholarship Recipients         8
NY Proficiencies  63
NY SAE Grant Recipients 3
State Stars 3
State Superior Award 12

4%
Joined the military/
armed forces

16%
Attended a two-
year college

70%
Attended a four-year college or university

5%
Enter the 
workforce

FFA MEMBERS ARE HIGH ACHIEVERS INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM

FFA SENIORS INTERESTED IN PURSUING 
AN AGRICULTURAL CAREER PATHWAY

FFA SENIOR’S AIM HIGH

-------------------------------
GPA        2.7–3.2   3.59

Average College 
Acceptance

FFA
Members

Based on a survey by the National FFA Organization

Based on a survey by the National FFA Organization and AET records



E-LEARNING
As our state’s teachers had to immediately adapt to online learning in March, New 
York Agriculture in the Classroom worked quickly to launch eLearning resources 
with the National Agriculture in the Classroom Organization. Existing lessons were 
reimagined to work in a virtual format, with the goal of keeping the content relevant 
to curricular goals and also staying true to our commitment of hands-on learning. 
The host of lessons that were developed and implemented could be completed 
at-home and in a virtual classroom with 
minimal resources. 

In support of this eLearning effort, New York 
Agriculture in the Classroom highlighted 12 
“Agriculture at Home” lessons on our website 
including butter making, bread in a bag, DNA 
extraction, and much more. Six “Classroom 
Chats” were hosted on Facebook Live with 
educators across New York sharing how they 
incorporate agriculture in their classrooms, 
and the initiated “Read to SucSEED” mailing 
over 350 homes an agriculturally accurate 
books to teachers and families. 

New York Agriculture 
in the Classroom 

AGRICULTURAL LITERACY WEEK 
Agricultural Literacy Week is a statewide effort to educate students about the 
importance of agriculture in their daily lives. Volunteers with a connection to 
agriculture visit schools to read an agricultural-themed book to first through third 
graders and lead a paired hands-on activity each March. 

In 2020, New York Agriculture in the Classroom distributed over 2,000 books 
to all 62 counties in New York State and was on track to read to 80,000 prior to 
the school shutdowns due to COVID-19. New York Agriculture in the Classroom 
was able to quickly work with our network of volunteers to switch Agricultural 
Literacy Week 2020 to a virtual program where volunteers connected with 
students via Zoom, YouTube, Facebook Live, and other platforms. Volunteers 
continued to read to students throughout the summer and into 
the fall and have seized the opportunity 
to extend Agricultural Literacy Week and 
increase reach and engagement in teaching 
students about agriculture. 

GROW WITH US GRANT  
Integrating food, agriculture, and nutrition in schools was 
made relevant and successful for sixteen teachers across 
the state with New York Agriculture in the Classroom’s third 
annual Grow with Us Grant. The Grow with Us Grant provides 
teachers the growing tools to extend the school gardening 
season and facilitate experiential-learning opportunities 
through agriculture. Teachers earned one of three indoor 
grow systems that their students will have the opportunity to 
interact with as they learn the seed to produce process and 
explore alternative growing methods. 

eLearning has been a new opportunity for students 
to learn and explore a range of topics. 

Students from PS 59 William Floyd harvesting from 
their 2445 Organics Grow Rack. 

Planting plugs in the Tower Garden at 
Morristown Central School. 

One of the 12 Agriculture at Home lessons 
that was adapted this spring for eLearning. 

Volunteer Jeremy 
Silsby from Niagara 
County virtually read 
to students from his 
tractor this year.

Right This Very Minute by Lisl H. Detlefsen, focuses 
on a journey tracing the food on students plates back 
to its source – the farmer.



TEACHER OF THE YEAR
New York Agriculture in 
the Classroom recognizes 
an exceptional teacher who 
incorporates learning through 
a lens of agriculture into their 
curriculum. Jeremiah Best was 
recognized as the 2020 Teacher 
of the Year.  Best is a fifth-grade 
teacher at the Town of Webb 
Union Free School District (UFSD) 
and is a teacher who champions 
teaching through agriculture 
and finds new and exciting 
ways to engage his students in 
hands-on and student-led learning. In his classroom 
Best incorporated a community garden, a Trout in the 
Classroom project, an extensive maple sugarbush, and 
many other cross-curricular projects.  

Best was also renowned nationally for embracing 
a school garden as a way to help his students deal 
with a mental health crisis in their community with 
the USDA NIFA National Excellence in Teaching 
about Agriculture Award. This competitive program 
recognizes state selected teacher recipients for their 
successful efforts in teaching agricultural concepts 
in their curriculum. Best was recognized for the 
innovative ways he uses agricultural concepts to teach 

SCHOOLYARD SUGARING
The fourth annual Schoolyard Sugaring: 
Maple Syrup Contest was held with 
astounding participation. This contest 
promotes learning by giving teachers 
and students applied experience with 
the time, patience, and science it takes 
to turn sap into syrup by participating 
in every step of the maple syrup 
production process from tapping the 
trees to bottling the syrup. 

This year’s contest saw a record number 
of registrants with 132 Pre-k through 
12th grade teachers that registered their 
classrooms to participate. New in 2020, 
classrooms received a maple starter kit. 
The maple starter kit was designed for 
schools that may not have the necessary 
resources to access maple sugaring 
supplies. Included in this kit were sap 
collection bags, sap bag holders, spouts, 
a tapping drill bit, a hydrometer, and a 
hydrometer test cup. The kit was a $120 
value and provided all the essential 
items students needed to tap trees and 
collect sap this year, and many years to 
come. It is thanks to the New York State 
Maple Foundation and the New York 

State Maple Producers Association that 
we were able to expand this contest and 
give out so many maple starter kits.

With the sudden closing of schools due 
to COVID-19 during maple season, it 
was unfortunate that most of our schools 
participating in the contest did not get a 
chance to complete their project. Luckily, 
not all schools were interrupted by the 
virus and 32 entries were submitted for 
judging by a panel of maple experts. 
Each entry was scored for sugar content, 
clarity, color, and taste.

reading, writing, math, 
science, social studies, 
STEM, STEAM and 
more.  

Jeremiah Best is an 
educator who believes 
in the importance of his 
students understanding 
and appreciating our food 
and fiber systems in their 
community. One parent 
said of her daughter’s 
experience, “Little 
did I know that [one] 
year with him would 

singlehandedly change her life and open so 
many doors for her future. Mr. Best is one of 
the few teachers I have seen 
that goes so very far above and 
beyond what is required of 
him as an elementary school 
teacher.”

PROGRAM IMPACT

Number of PreK–12 teachers and students reached in 2020

16,774
TEACHERS

268,751
STUDENTS

The Sandlot Maple is a cross curricular 
program that teaches students about 
the maple sugaring process.  

The high school photography contest winning 
photo from OCM New Visions BOCES. 

Students in Jeremiah Best’s classroom explore the trout tank. 



INDIVIDUAL GIVING
RANGE OF GIFTS $5 
TO $162,000 

Fred Ahrens
Carl & Inge Aiken
Kurt Aikens
Heather Alden
Brandon & Mary Aldous 
James Aldrich
George Allen
Robert & Anne Allen
John Allen
Jamie Aloi
Michael & Terry Aloi
Edward Ames
Emily & Clay Anderson
Brenden Archer
Dario Arezzo
Jim & Katina Aucter
Crystal & Brian Aukema
Charles & Karen Ax
Jacob & Dadrian Ax
Dave & Vincenza Bader
John Bagdovitz
Philip & Carol Baideme 
Jessica Baker
Jennifer Barber
Roger Barkman
David Bartholf
John & Karla Bates
Richard & Joyce Bates
Heather Bates
John Bates Jr 
Eileen Baukus
Jack Baylis
Tedra & Tyler Bean
Gloria Bear
Bruce & Kelley Beauharnois
Ronald Beck
John & Jeanne Benson
Sarah Beretz Lloyd
Tara Berescik
Arthur Berkey
Sue Berry
Nicholas & Jessica Bickford
Meredeth & Michael Bilow
Leon & Susanne Bilow
Chris Bilow 
Carl & Janna Bingle
Robert Bishop
Billy Blackburn
Lee & Maureen Blackburn
Jackie & John  Boerman
Benjamin Bonk
Carlie & Ben Bossard
Douglas Bowne
Nellie Boyd 

Hauk Boyes
Brady Rogers
Gary & Martha Bray
Mitchell & Susan Breese
Patrick Brennan
Cathy Jones Brimmer
Liam Brody
Seth Browe
Joshua & Megan Brown
Niles Brown
Duane & Becky Brown
Paul Buck
John Burnham
Terry & Cyndee Burton 
Warren & Jean Burton 
John Busekist
Carrie Busekist
Julie King Bushart
Charles & Joan Button
Levi & Debi Cahan
William “Zip” Cain
Richard Campany
Dave Canfield
James & Kathryn Canzonier
Derek & Katie Carpenter
William & Agnes Carr
Bob & Coleen Carroll 
Matt & Kara Case
Phil Cary
Heather Caswell
David Chamberlain 
Sarah Chamberlain
Alfred & Joan Chapin
Malcom Chapin
Christy Charise
Jason Chartrand
Kiehl Christie 
Dick & Joyce Church
Todd & Sara Cipperly
Jon & Rachel Clayson
Veronica Clayson
Christine Coe
Jeff &Nancy Colgan 
Adam & Torie Collins 
Timothy & Leslie Comings 
Wayne Conard
Carol Coniski
Jenny Connelly 
Richard & Phyllis Coombe
Dwight Coombe
Ric & Karen Coombe Family
Phillip Coombe
Allen Cooper
Kim Corkum
Howard Cornell
Amy Cox
Cassie Cox
Stevphen Coye

Christopher Crandall
Carol Wright Corson 
Heather Coupal 
Raymond Curtis 
Kenneth Curtis 
Taylor Curtis
Anthony & Melissa Cronk
Karen Cummings
Matt Currie
William & Joanne Daley 
Ronald Dailey
Mazie Damcott
Jackie Damour
Laura Davenport 
Gail Stewart Daugherty
Kim Davidson
John Deasy
Leonard & Valerie Debuck
Steve DeBuck
Kenneth Decker 
Laurie DeFilipo
Roy Denniston
Lori Detraglia
Shirley Dionne
Perry Dewey
Stine Diamond Owens
David Dodge
Katie Dolan
Jon & Kate Downes
Pat Downes
Michael & Patricia Drahos
Pat Dunshee
Roy Dykeman
Logan Drake 
Howard & Brenda Eaton
Kaylie Eaton
Sherri Eccleston 
Charlene Eddy
Adam & Kelly Eick
Todd Eick
Andrea Elward 
Meghan Eiermann 
Walter & Mary Elmore
Lori Von Seydewitz Emmons
Bruce & Kathleen Erath
Alexandra Erath 
Judy Ernenwein
Penhollow Family
Monica and Karyn Farber
John & Mariann Fessenden
Samual Fessenden
Sarah Fessenden 
Nick Feidt 
Harry & Artis Finn
Tim & Sandra Fisher
Ruth Fitzpatrick
AJ Fletcher
Mark & Deb Fletcher

Wayne & Patricia Fletcher
Steve Follett
Wayne & Elizabeth Foote
Pat Ford 
Norman Forrest
Daryle & Sharon Foster
Johanna Fox-Bossard
Jill Fraczek
Aaron France
Ruth Frost 
Lucas Fuess
Shelley Fuller
Paul & Mary Ellen Gabriel
David & Catherine Galley
Mike Garrett
John & Anita Garzione
Bridget Gates
Gerald & Carolyn Killigrew Jr
Mary-Lou Genaway
Scott Getman
Lindsey Gerstenslager
Brian Gillette
Megan Golden
Joe Gould
Jordyn Grady
Heather Graff
Dwight & Barbara Greene
In Memory of Arthur (Ted) 
Greene
Herbert & Sanda Gregory
Vicky Gregory
Rita Greis
Christopher Gridley
Spencer & Judy Gridley
Dan Gridley & Family 
Scott & Linda Grigor
Kaylah Gulley
Mia Haaland
Linda Hager
Dan Hale
Karen Hall
Elise Handler
Jill Hannan
Doug Hanno
Timothy Havens
Edwina Hay
Donna Hayes
Jean Head
Jon & Danielle Head
Jennifer Henderson
Mark Henderson 
Steve Hendrickson
Loren Herod
Gary & Elsie Herzig
Mathew & Daniella Hibbard
Derek & Mellissa Hill
Nicole & Andrew Hirt
Bruce Hirschey

Heidi Hirschey
In Memory of John Hirschey
Matt Hobart
Taylor Hodge
Carmella Hoffman
Richard & Mary Hoffman
Todd Hofheins
Dan & Tara Hooker
Patrick & Karen Hooker 
Denise Hopkins
Lauren Hopkins
Brett Horr
Nancy & John Hourigan
Lyle Hotis
Julia Hudyncia
Cassandra Hughes
Terry & Lois Hughes
Sarah Hulick
Paige Hungerford
Danny & Jen Hunt
Rachel Hunt 
Rick Hunyadi
Travis & Molly Huttar
David Hyman
Todd Hyman
Richard Ingraham
Mary & Jose Interiano
Jane Ireland
Lucas Irwin
Terry Ives- Greenview Farms 
Jarret Jacobs
Michelle Jacobsen
Tina Miner-James
Charlie Jenison
Eileen Jensen
Rebecca Jensen
Renee Johnson
Richard & Kathleen Jones
Lloyd Jones
William Jones
Hannah Jones
Donald Jones 
Kimberly Hallock Jones 
Allyson Jones-Brimmer
Catherin Jones-Brimmer
Jennine Kanaby
Susan Karalus
Jennifer Karelus
Jenny Kayes-Connelly
Lewis Kargman
Lori Kashorek
Shane Keady
Sage Keefer
Christine Keet 
Norman & Carol Kehl
Michaela Kehrer 
Chris & Stephanie Kelley
Eve Kelley

Financial Support of 
the NY FFA Foundation

Financial contributions are key to the success of the NY FFA Foundation. Over the past eighteen 
months, we have generated a record level of contributions due in large part to our Capital Campaign 
for Oswegatchie, but also for general support of the NY FFA. This report is not broken down by 
categories this year, rather we have listed alphabetically the 600 names of donors who made an 
impact between January 1, 2019 and September 30, 2020. At the conclusion of the 2020 funding 
year, a supplemental report will be shared showcasing the levels of support and our lifetime donors. 
Thank you to our donors, whose investment of every size, make a daily impact in the lives of New 
York FFA members.

Continued on next page...



Chris Kelly
Paul & Jennie Kelly
Partick Kelly 
Russell Kelly Jr
Sharon Kelly
John & Dianne Kemmeren 
Katherine Killenbeck
John Keough
Amy Kesler
Gerald & Carolyn Killigrew
Richard Kimmich
Mike King
Patty King
Priscilla & Steven King 
David Knight
Karen Koening 
Koerner Family
Jack & Polly Koerner
David Kohl
Chris & Jennifer Kraeger
Charlie & Dot Krause
In Memory of Judy Krause 
Augie
Martin Krause
Jeannette Kreher 
Adam & Lizabeth Krenning
John Kreise
Butch  & Tricia Kritsberg
Denise & Pat Krohn
Jake Krohn
Rolland Krohn
Veronique Krohn
Elizabeth Kuhl
Brian LaChausse
Noah Lacy 
Patrick LaFollette
Beth, Neil & Megan Lamb
Eric Larsen
Jennifer Laubscher
Mark & Beth Lay
Audra Leach 
Sam & Ester Leadley
Gerald LeClar
Steve Ledoux (Agroliquid)
Kate Costa Leming
Teresa Lenert
Mo & Leslie Lepine
Simone Lepine
Cassie & Jim Lewis
Dianne Lewis
Elizabeth Lexa
Cheryl Liberty
Raymond & Barbara Lighthall
Todd & Shari Lighthall
Scott Lilwes
Lou & Miranda Locuratolo
Barb LoPiccolo
Greg & Eileen Lumb 
Nate Lundquist
Linda Lyndaker & Family
Lynn Stacy Lyndaker 
William Mack
Christine MacNeil 
Katie & Evan Mankoff
John Mann
Garrett Marbot
Fred & Margot Marcus
Jason Marsh

Fred Marshall
Robert & Linda Marshman
Mari Angers Martin
In Memory of Leon & Edith 
Herzig
Roy & Carol Matteson 
Amy Maxwell 
Kathlyn McCarthy 
James & Judy McClay 
Joe McDougal
Kimberly McKown
Robin McLean 
Than Mehlenhacher 
Debra Meier
Katey Midgal-Muselbeck
Andy Miller
Joe & Cindy Miller
Karen & Jack Miller
Margaret Miller
Neal & Mary Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Mitchell 
Mark Modzeleski
Marque Moffett
Darren Mongardi
Denise Monnat
Bill & Patsy Moody
Michael Morgan
Paige Mounce
John Mueller
Wilbur Mull
Devin Murphy 
In Memory of Charles Moore 
Peggy Murray
Milton Natusch
Tom Nelson
Craig Niles Family
William Nohle
Chris Nortz
Lisa Nortz
Kenneth Nosul
Meagan O’Brien
Robert O’Connor
Karl Oertel
Carol Ohara
Kenneth & Jane Olcott
Marian & Terry Opela
Glenn & Linda Osterhout
Tammy Williams Owens
Jim & Stine Diamond Owens
Keith & Jody Palmer 
Melissa Palmisano 
Jeffrey Parnapy
Holly Partirdge 
Alicia Patterson 
Steve & Lorri Paul
Susan & Mark Penhollow 
Sue Pennock
Jeff & Becky Perry
Paul Perry
Greg Peters
Katie Petrello 
Aleisha Pforter
Melvin & Jennifer Phelps
Ondrej Plzak
Eric Pohlman
Shelly Privett
Jason Pullis
Janice Purcell

Dwight & Gayle Putnam
Kenneth Quick
Michael Ramos
Brian Rand
Christopher Rathbun 
Bill & Maryann Ransom
Christopher Rathbun 
Gerald Read
Corey & Shelly Read 
JoAnne Reed
Karen Reynolds
Jennifer Regelski-Rotman 
Mark Renner
Stephanie Rhoades
Andrew & Robin Rice
Randy Roach
Sharon Spies Robichaud 
Victor Rodriguez
Bruce & Kelly Rohr
Logan Rohr
Michele Rowe
Catie Rowe
Tracy Rowe 
Andrew Ruffino
Renwick & Candy Russell
Glenna Ryan
Lowell Sanders
Amy Sanderson
Scott Sawyer
Amelia Scarlata
Monica Schaefer
Keith & Paulette Schiebel
James & Donna Schiebel
Noel & Christina Schneider
Philip Schroeder
Kevin Schofield 
Karl & Charolotte Schweitzer
John Schweitzer
Megan Scott
Andy Sears
Mike Settle
Sam Shapiro
John Sheeley
Nick Sherman
Tim & DonnaLee Shields
Gary Shults
Joe Shultz
Kaylie & Joshua Siddall
Peter & Judy Signor
Michelle Simmons
Meghan Sindelar
Julie Sliski
Ann Smith
Benjamin Smith
Erin Smith
Jeremiah & Julia Smith
Ronald Smith
Steven Smith
Leueen & Tim Smithling 
Mary Snider 
Ken Spreutels 
Sharon Spies Robichaud 
Lynda Spinks
Mark & Janet St. Pierre
Lori Staib
Sherri Staib
Alice Stanavich
Joe Stanavich

Christine Stanley 
Derek Stiefel 
Mary Stine
Rod Stoll
William & Jean Stowell
Rick & Vonnie Strangeway
Dick & Audry Strangeway
Debi Streeter
Dean & Diane Sutphin
Carlton & Rebecca Sutton
Gary & Maureen Swan
David Tackman
Michael Tanner
Tara Taylor 
Stephen & Gail Teele
Lynn Telaak
Lynette Terrell
Jamie & Amber Thibodeau
Aaron Thorne
Paige Thorne 
Marjory Tiffany
James Tolbert
JoAnn Tolbert 
Juleah Tolosky
Nathanial Tompkins
Lee Traver 
Dan Truso
Chris & Cindy Tzetzis
Mihali & Johnna Tzetzis
Chrisie Busekist Urf
Cierra Utter 
Bill & Maria VanderWoude
Larry VanDeValk
David & Christine VanLieshout
Stepen & Michele Vanorman 
Ken and Tonya VanSlyke
Lyn Vantassel
Michele Van Wormer
Kim and Kyle Vibbard Family 
Theri Gabel-Voss
Roland Wade
Vicki Wagner
John and Theresa Wagner 
Lynn Waite
Bill & Robin Waite
Joseph Waite
Chad Wall
James & Mary Wall
Jennifer Walrath
Jay & Kate Waltz
Robert Warner
Michael Warren
Michelle Watkins
Jenny Watson
Durland Weale
Hermann & Laura Weber
Weber Family
Ellie Webster
Rob Welsh
Nancy Welsh 
Rick Welsh
Anna Western
Marie Western
Ken Weston
Julian Whitehurst
Judi Whittaker
Eva Widrick
Barry Widrick

Thomas Wight
Karin Wightman 
Dale Wilcox
Tammy Williams Owens
Ashley Willits 
Ryan Willits
Julie Wilson
Jerry & Shirley Witter
Jamison Wilfer
Stuart & Carol Wood
Susie Woodward
Mark & Jan Woodworth
Carol Wright
Sara Yale
Julie Young
Tracy Young
Wayne & Kay Youngs
Fr Tom Zaferes
Jessica Zeh
Emily Zehr

BUSINESS & INDUSTRY 
SUPPORT
RANGE OF GIFTS $50 
TO $20,000

Aerial Equipment Service
Agro Liquid
Atlas Ag Services, LLC
Attica Vet Associates PC
Basset Healthcare Network
Beardsley Architects
Bessies Best Compost, LLC
Buckingham Hardware
Butternut Valley Grange 
Byrne Dairy, Inc.
Catania Chiropractic
Cayuga Milk Ingredients
CNY Community Foundation
Co Bank
Community Bank, NA
Custom Ag Solutions, Inc.
Dairy Farmers of America 
Eastern Crown, Inc.
Erie & Niagara Insurance
Farm Credit East, Burrrville 
Branch
Farm Credit East, ACA
Ferry & Griep Veterinary Svcs.
Florida Agricultural Marketing 
Assoc
Florida Fruit Association Inc.
Geronimo Energy
Greenville Saw Service, Inc.
Harden Foundation
Hudson River Tractor 
Company, Inc.
Ideal Dairy, LLC
Impact Pro Parts Inc. 
Jack Miller & Family Trucking
John B Martin & Sons Farm Inc 
John Clark - NASF
Kast Farms Inc 
Krehers Farm Fresh Eggs,  LLC
LandVest, Inc.
National FFA Foundation

Continued on next page...Continued on next page...

Financial Support of 
the NY FFA Foundation



FUNDRAISING FACTS
Project Cost          $ 3,450,000 
Total Funds Raised         $ 1,300,000  
Amount from NYS Grant         $ 2,000,000 

Amount remaining to be raised  $   150,000  

NBT Bank- In Honor of Ed 
Coates
New York Agricultrual 
Outreach Program
New York Forest Owners 
Association
New York State FFA Alumni
New York State Grange 
Northeast Agribusiness & Feed 
Alliance Inc.
Northeast Dairy Producers 
Association, Inc.
Northeast Regional Dairy 
Challenge
Northrup Farm Supply
NYAAE Teacher Auction
NYS FFA Association
NYS FFA Endowment Fund
Pee Jays Fresh Fruit
Pikeside Ag Machinery, LLC
Poulin Grain
Pratt-Northam Foundation
Purcell Construction 
Corporation
RAENY 
Shaver-Hill Farm
Sidney ROTARY

Smith Farm Management
Sorbellos
Stewart’s Shoppes
Successful Practices Network
Syracuse Crunch
Tri-County Supply
United Wire Technologies, Inc.
VanSlyke Heritage Farm, LLC
Wayne Goldstein Foundation
Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.
Wel-Dun, Inc.
Willis E. Kilbourne Agency

FFA CHAPTER
RANGE OF GIFTS $250 
TO $25,000

Adirondack FFA 
Afton FFA
Albion FFA
Alexandria Bay FFA
Attica FFA
Beaver River FFA
Beekmantown FFA
Belleville Henderson FFA
Berne Knox Westerlo FFA

Byron Bergen FFA
Canton FFA
Carthage FFA
CG May FFA
Cobleskill Richmondville FFA
Delaware Academy FFA
Fonda Fultonville FFA & 
Alumni 
Greenville Jr. FFA
Greenville Sr. FFA
Greenwich FFA
Groton Ag Advisory Board 
Hamilton FFA
Homer FFA
Indian River FFA 
Jasper Troupsberg Ag Advisory 
Committee
Jasper Troupsberg FFA
John Bowne FFA
Lowville FFA
Lowville FFA Alumni
Madison FFA
Marathon FFA
Marcus Whitman FFA
Medina FFA
Mt. Markham FFA
New York FFA Alumni Assoc

Northern Adirondack FFA
Northwest Regional H.S.
Otselic Valley FFA
Oxford FFA
Penn Yan FFA
Pine Plains FFA 
Pioneer FFA
Pioneer Jr. FFA
Prattsburg FFA
Remsen FFA  
Salem FFA
Salmon River FFA
Schoharie Valley FFA
Sherman FFA
Sidney FFA
Sidney FFA Alumni
South Jefferson FFA
South Lewis FFA
Southern Cayuga FFA
Springville FFA
Stockbridge Valley FFA
Stockbridge Valley FFA Alumni
Tri Valley FFA
Unadilla Valley FFA
VVS FFA & Alumni
Waterville FFA

FARM BUREAU 
SUPPORT
GAVE A COMBINED 
$18,700 IN SUPPORT

Broome Co Farm Bureau
Cortland Co. Farm Bureau
Franklin Co. Farm Bureau
Genesse Co. Farm Bureau 
Greene Co. Farm Bureau 
Jefferson Co. Farm Bureau
Lewis Co. Farm Bureau
Livingston Co. Farm Bureau
Long Island Farm Bureau 
Madison Co. Farm Bureau
New York Farm Bureau
Oneida Co. Farm Bureau
Ontario Co. Farm Bureau 
Orleans Co. Farm Bureau 
Tompkins Co. Farm Bureau
Washington Co. Farm Bureau 
Wyoming Co. Farm Bureau

Financial Support of 
the NY FFA Foundation

Continued from previous page...

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE The completion goal for this 
project was July 5th, 2020. Tremendous work throughout the winter 
and spring allowed us to officially open the building on May 4th, 
2020. The final product is a delight and we can not wait to enjoy the 
porches with friends and fill the dining hall with happy campers!  

The Alfred and Joan Chapin FFA Chapter Hall, pictured 
below, was possible due to a $100,000 challenge gift. 
FFA Chapters who helped to exceed this challenge 
($1,000 or more) will be recognized in this space. There’s 
still time to contribute to this cause by visiting 
www.nyffafoundation.org. 

Oswegatchie 
Educational Center 
Capital CAMPaign



NEW YORK STATE FFA ALUMNI AND SUPPORTERS have seen their impact growing. This will be the 3rd year that the NYS Alumni and 
Supporters will be recognized at the National FFA Alumni Awards and Recognition Session at the FFA National Convention!

THERE IS STRENGTH IN NUMBERS

2020 has certainly been an interesting year, but the NYS FFA 
Alumni and Supporters were still able to make a difference. We received a $500.00 Legacy Grant 
from Tractor Supply Company, through the National FFA Alumni and Supporters, to make resource guidebooks 
for our NYS Alumni and Supporters Chapters across New York State. Six of our Alumni Chapters have also 
received grants from the National FFA Alumni and Supporters in 2020.

January’s Mid-Winter Maple Conference had just over 1,000 people in attendance. In February, the annual Bob 
Watson Toy Auction saw 90 bidders, with 250 donated items. In 2020, the Alumni presented 5 scholarships for a 
total amount of $6,500.00. 

In June, with the NYS FFA Association, we held a Zoom meet with over 80 agriculture educators and FFA 
advisors to discuss Home Grown Advocacy and the importance of Alumni and Supporters to the FFA programs.

Check out the newly redesigned New York FFA Alumni and Supporters site at www.nysffaalumni.org to learn 
more about all of the opportunities offered by the NYFFA Alumni and Supporters!

NYS FFA Alumni and Supporters 
Treasurer, Sheila Sreca, at the 
January Maple Conference. The crowd at the January Maple Conference.

FFA Students help serve 
barbeque at the January 
Maple Conference.

Maple King and Queen at the January 
Maple Conference.

NYS Alumni and Supporters helping at the 
January Maple Conference.

Bidders at the Bob Watson Toy 
Auction make it possible to raise 
funds for our scholarships.
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Lifetime MembersMembers

NYS Officers with a Groton FFA alumni celebrating the 
rechartering of their school’s FFA Chapter this year.

2020 by the Numbers

NYS FFA ALUMNI CHAPTERS

NYS ALUMNI AND SUPPORTERS MEMBERSHIP



Shari Lighthall, New York Agriculture Education Outreach Director | slighthall@cornell.edu
Derek Hill, New York FFA Director | dhill@cornell.edu
Katie Carpenter, New York Agriculture in the Classroom Director | kse45@cornell.edu

300 Kennedy Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York 14853  |  607.255.9253
FFA - www.nysffa.org  |  NYAITC - www.agclassroom.org/ny

NEW YORK 
AGRICULTURAL
EDUCATION


