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THE FARMER IN THE WORLD MARKET 
 
Grade Level:   Primary 

Economic Concepts: Interdependence, Trade, Division of Labor, 

Producer, Consumer 

 
Skills:    Language Arts 

 
Time Frame:   Two class sessions 

 

 
The students will demonstrate their understanding that some of the food and 
fiber produced in this country is sold to other countries by: 
 
A. Listening to a short story of marketing grain and then completing a 

handout tracing the steps of wheat production to exportation. 

B. Completing a word search activity in which agricultural products and 
terms that relate to this concept are included. 

 

Vocabulary: 

 
Marketing, transportation, elevators, storage, wholesale, packaging, politics, 
Winnipeg, St. Paul, Minneapolis, New York, Canada, Red River Valley, 
England, products, foreign, steamships, depots, barges, harvest. 

Materials: 
 
A. Story of marketing grain (included) and the handouts on wheat pro-

duction to exportation (included), scissors, paste, crayons. 
 
B. Word search puzzles for each story. 
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Procedures: 
 

A.   1.   Read the following information to the children. 

 

"FROM FARM TO MARKET" 

 
Marketing is a system of businesses that takes a product, such as 
wheat, from the farmer's field to the consumer's table. It is a complex 
(very hard) system that involves transportation and storage of pro-
ducts, time and methods of selling, prices, politics, foreign markets, 
manufacturing, packaging, and wholesale and retail sales. 

North Dakota's story of marketing began in the 1870's with the con-
struction of the railroad. Commercial grain trade started in 1876 when 
a rail line was built between Winnipeg and St. Paul. The demand for 
Red River Valley wheat grew in New York, eastern Canada, and 
England, and helped make Minneapolis the largest flour milling center 
in the United States. The railroads grew and grew. By 1885, nearly all 
parts of the Red River Valley were within 15 miles of a railroad. 
Railways were planned so that no farmer was more than 25 miles 
from a railroad track. 
 
Today, farmers haul their grain to a local elevator which is located by 
a railroad track. An elevator is the place where farmers store and sell 
their grain (the elevator gets its name from the fact that the grain is 
raised or elevated to the top of a high tower and dropped into it for 
storage). 
 
First the farmer's grain truck is weighed with its load. Then the grain is 
dumped through an iron grate and into an underground bin. From 
there the grain is conveyed to the tall bins. The truck is weighed again 
and the difference between the first weigh-in and the second is the 
weight of the load of grain. After the grain is sold, it is shipped to 
market by railroad or grain trucks. Sometimes the grain goes to a flour 
mill; other times it is shipped to big grain storage depots that have 
elevators many times larger than the local elevators. Many railroad 
cars, river barges, trucks, and steamships are involved in transporting 
the grain harvest. 

 
      2.    Provide each student with a copy of handout entitled "From Farm to 
    Market" and a "Farm to Market" cycle sheet. 
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      3.  Read the class the following set of directions. 
 

Today you are going to pretend you are a grain grown in North Dakota. 
Trace the steps you would undergo from planting to being exported. 

Study the illustrations on your handout. Cut them out and arrange them 
according to the proper sequence in the spaces provided. 

 

     4.   Allow students time to place the illustrations in the spaces provided. 

 
    5.   Once all the students have finished, discuss their answers. COME TO                         

A GROUP CONSENSUS ABOUT THE BEST ORDER FOR THE 
 CY CLE. 

 
1. Seed bag 

2. Planted field 

3. Growing wheat  

4. Harvesting 

5. Local elevator 

6. Transportation  

7. a. Mill 

    b. Port 

8. The World 
 
     6.    You may want to discuss with the class why number seven has two 

answers. Lead a discussion on what happens to the grain once it 
leaves the elevator. It could be transported to the mill to be made into 
flour or taken to port to be exported abroad to another country. 

     7.    The students may now paste their illustrations in the correct spaces, 

thus completing their cycle. 
      
     8.    For closure, it may be nice for more able learners to share their 

completed worksheet with another class in school or with their 
librarian. Remind the class that this is trade and interdependence. 

                
B.  1.   Discuss the terms import and export with the class. Make a list as 

children brainstorm, as to the agricultural products that the United 
States exports to other countries. Wheat, rice, cotton, soybeans, feed 
grains, tobacco, lemons, and limes are good examples of exported 
products. 

 
       2.  Hand out word search puzzles. Go over word list with the students. Be 

sure to point out that those products listed in the word search are some 
of the goods exported from the United States. 
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Extended Activities: 
 
    1. Invite a resource person to talk with the students about the food and 

fiber products your state exports. He might include information such as: 

- Which products are exported from your state and which countries 
import the products. 
 
- How the products are transported to the foreign countries. 
 
- The workers who have jobs because the products are exported: 
farm workers as well as people involved in transportation, financ-
ing, and warehousing. 
 
- Why farmers want to export their products. For example, they 
have new markets for their products, exports bring money into our 
country and provide jobs for our workers. They also want to help 
feed hungry people worldwide. 

 
    2. Provide each student with a copy of a world map (included in handouts). 

Allow them to color the countries which import the agricultural products 
from your state. 

    3. Write letters to the different states to learn more about agricultural   
products which are exported from the United States. 

 
    4.  Display a world map on the bulletin board. Place ships around the map 

to show products which are exported from the United States. Each 
American farmer supplies food for 28 people overseas (ship patterns are 
included in handouts). 

    5.  Guide a discussion so that the students will understand that each 
country in the world produces what they produce best (specialization) 
and then trade with other countries. Climate, physical features, and 
natural resources help determine what each country produces. Remind 
the students that nations become interdependent as they specialize and 
trade.  
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