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New Mexico Pecan Production
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Pecans:
Production, Price, and Value
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Pecans: Orchards, Acres, and Production by County

2002 Census! Froduction
Bearing
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HName

New Mexico agriculture
Read and Learn About Pecans

The pecan is a kind of hickery nut. It is the only Native
american nut; however, it is not native to New Mexico. The first
pecans weaere brought to New Mexico from Texas and Mexico,

Dona Ana County has the second largest pecan orchard in the
world., The largest pecan tree in cthe state is also in Dona Ana
County in che town of Magilla, New Mexicoo is third in the United
States in pecan production. There are 16 states that produce
pecans as a commercial crop. HNew Mexico produces over 30 million
pounds in a good year. The crops are valued at millions of

dollars.

Pecan trees can grow 70 ko 100 feet tall. Their branches can
spread from 50 to 100 feet wide, There are over 20 different

varieties of pecans.

Pecans like to grow together in orchards. Farmers must take care
of the orchards. They must cultivate, fertilize, water. control

insects and weeds; and harvest the pecans. In orchards, they are
mechanically harveskted,

Besides being good to eat, pecans are high in protein, vitamins
A, E, and B. The sghells are alsoc used for such things as
"gravel® and mulch.

Answer these gquestions about what you have read.

1) The pecan is a kind of nut .,

2} New Mexico haz the largest pecan orchard in
the world.

3) New Mexico is in the United States in pecan
producticon,

1) Pecans like to grow together in .

5] Name two of the things farmers must do to help their pecan
trees grow: anad : .




PECANR5--New Mexico ranks 3rd in Nation

Facan trees arte grown in orchards. Average tree s5pacing
in New Mexieco is 30 fr. x 30 ft. or 48 trees per acre., (1
acre = 43,560 square feet) Trees are spaced to pravent
competition for nutrients and sunliight. A fast growing tree

is more Tesistant ta disease.

Pecan trees have long central tap reoots. They are Tiver
bottom trees by nature and their tap roots cam rTeach up to 20
feet in length. However, their surface reoots are wused to
feed and £1ill the nut.

Fecan archards aATE flocd irrigated. This agccuts
approximately & times per year in three-week intervals during
their growing season (April-September}. ITrigaticn is very
important to pecans. If a tree becomes too dry, it will shed
4ts nuts. Fecans can Tequire up to & acre feet of water per
year (325,900 gallenfacre foot x 6) and 150 gallons a day
whenr ip full 1=af.

Pecan treeg need to be pruned to shape the tree. This
repoves dead wood and broken branches.

Pecans take several years to become productive. Cash
jnvestments are long term, maybe 25 long as 15 years. Fecans
are mechanically harvested. Average production is 40-50

pounds per tree. Production per acre is 2000-2500 pounds on
the average and_can teach 3040 pounds per acre.

Insect and weed contrel is important. Itisects can weaken a
tree and even kill it. Farmers todey use Integrated Pest
Management practices. If there are good bugs eating the bad
bugs we leave them alone. Scouting is done to determine the
pepulation of each insect. Weeds compete with the trees for
water and nutrients. Unchecked weed populaticns can slow the
growth of the tree and cest the farmer more in fertillzer and
water.

Fecans rTequire fertililzers such as Nitrogen, Phosphorus,
FPotassium, Zine, Sulfur, and Iren. Proper levels are
important for the tree's health. 5011 and tissue tests are
dene to help the farmer determine how much fertillzetr 1s
needed.

ACTIVITY: Pretend you are a pecan farmer. ¥ou own 100
treas.

1. Draw a diagram of your orchard with praper spacing.
2. How many acres do ¥ou need to ptoperly space your trees?
3. Record your irrigation schedule bhelow:

# of times lrrigated dates # acre feet raequired



NEW MEXICO AGRICLULTURE

FPECAN FALTS
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Pecan Facts
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NEW MEXICO AGRICULTURE

Learn abhout

Fill in the blanks below with these words.

Nut Fies Eat

Candy Agriculture Shell

Pecans are used to make P

They are goad to E —_— .

Pecans are also used in ¢ .

They are a major crop in New Mexico’s

A .

Pecans are a N .

Pecans have a 8 .

Now take the first letter from each word to Fill in the
title.




PECAN SEARCH

Search down and across Eor the words listed below. &all the
words relate to pecans.

Pecan Harvest
zoocd to eat Tree
Hut Pie
Qrchard Candy

Shell Crack



FECANS AND THEIR SHELLS

Pecans are an important part of New Mexico agriculture.
Pecans are used mainly as a food. The by-product or shells are
used for "gravel"” for drives and walks, fuel and mulch. They are
also ground to a flour and are used ko clean airplane parts, an
ingredient in rug cleaners and to provide filler for
insecticides, fertilizers, veneer wood and polyesters.

1. Pecan shells are used for - * on driveways and
walks.
2. Ground shells are used in
3. Shells zre used to make- .
4. Ground shells make a and can be used to clean
airplane parts.
5. are an important part in New Mexico agriculture.

ACROSS
3. Ground pecan shells provide a for insecticides an
fertilizers.
5. _________ are also made with these fillers,
6. Shells are also used for
7. Pecans are used mainly for
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Pecan Varieties
Search and Find
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There are many different varieties of pecans. The Eirst four are
the most common. Search down & across for the cones listed below:

Western Schley Choctaw
Wichita Comanche
Cheyenne Harper
Ideal Mesilla
Apache Mohawk
Barton Rincon
Burkett Shavmee
Charokee Shosheoni
Sioux

Chickasaw



. Name
,::3 ﬁ @ % @ pecan Scramble @ @ @
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FPecans are a kind of hickory nut. They have a hard shell and must Le
cracked, They are a major crop in New Mexico. Pecans grow on trees
and the trees are planted together in orchards. Sometimes pecans are
used in pies and candy. There are alsc many uses for the shell,
fecans are high in protein and vitaming.

Unscrambkxle the following to make words aboukt pecans.

RDOCRHA ORPC
EPIS NYCDA
LHESL | EERTS
UTN SPACEN

RCEKAC MSITAVNTI
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Pecan Finger Prints

Color the pecan tree, nuf and leaves.

The nutis
brown with
black patterns.

The leaves are dark
The pecan tree green. They do not
change color much
in the fall.

Draw a cluster of pecan trees full of nuts.

What season is it?
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N congatrziion wilh the Chdahorma Daperment af Agriculture, 1992 il
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Pecan Finger Prints

Unique - one of a kind, matchless. A person's fingerprints ¢
unique to that individual. The pattern on a pecan shell is also
unigque.

Make prints of both your thumbs on tape, and stick them here.
Then design your own pattern on the pecan shell.

left thumb right thumb pecan print

Investigate. Write yes or no to answer these questions. _
1. Can you see a pattern in the lines of your thumb print?___
2. Are the two prints alike?

3. Could you redraw the pecan pattern and make it a perfect
match?

Classify. All fingerprints can be divided into three pattern
classes. The three classes are called arch, loop and whorl.
Compare your thumb prints to these.

3 B

Which looks most like your print?

n cooperation wilh ihe Okiahome Deparment of Agriculnre, 1002 "
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