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Dear Educator, 
 
We are pleased to take this opportunity to introduce you to Agriculture in the Classroom.  New 
Mexico Ag in the Classroom is an outreach education program sponsored by the New Mexico 
Farm Bureau.  Our mission is to develop in students an understanding of agriculture, its history 
and cultural significance, how it fulfills our needs for food and fiber, and its place in modern 
society.   We develop teaching materials on agricultural topics such as soils, animals, plant 
growth and nutrition.  We also host workshops for teachers, assist in coordinating ag fairs and 
present classroom demonstrations for K – 12 students. 
 
In addition to these activities we also maintain a loan library where you can access videos, 
teaching guides, lesson plans and books, free of charge.  Call us if you wish to request an 
agricultural speaker for your classroom, we can put you in touch with a local farmer or rancher 
who would be excited to explain their career choice. 
 
This resource guide contains lesson plans that highlight New Mexico agriculture. The 
information is divided into four sections: 
 
Natural Resources    soil, water, weather, plants, rangeland 
History of New Mexico Agriculture Conquistador, Vaquero, Cowboy, Plains Indian 
General Agriculture    livestock, farm crops, machinery, inventions, careers 
Commodities beef, corn, cotton, dairy, eggs, hay, pecans, 

vegetables, wheat, wool 
There is also a section of games and activities for students in kindergarten through second 
grade. 
 
This project would not have been possible without the hard work of the original compilers, 
Johnette M. Fowler, Janice Cooper and Glenda Price.  Additionally, I want to thank these 
institutions for their contributions and continued support: 
 
New Mexico Farm and Livestock Bureau 
New Mexico Department of Agriculture 
New Mexico State University 
New Mexico Beef Council 

New Mexico Cattle Growers, Inc. 
New Mexico Wool Growers, Inc. 
Dairy Producers of New Mexico 
Mesilla Valley CowBelles

  
I hope you find this guide useful and if you have suggestions for future revisions, please do not 
hesitate to call me at 505-532-4704, or visit us at www.nmfb.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

Dalene Hodnett 

Dalene Hodnett, Director 
New Mexico Ag in the Classroom  
 



 
  
 

 



 

 



 



 


