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Hanging Around The Farm 
 
Grade Level:   Primary 
 
Economic Concept:  Specialization 
 
Skills:    Math, Fine Motor 
 
Time Frame:   One class session 
 
The students will demonstrate their understanding that farms have become larger and 
more specialized over the past 30 years in the United States by constructing a mobile 
that shows the growth and specialization of American farms. 
 
Vocabulary: 
 
Food and fiber, specialization, farm workers, greater than and less than. 
 
Materials: 
 
Ditto patterns (one set per student), scissors, glue, two colors of construction paper per 
student, string, hole punch. 
 
Introduction: 

 
Discuss the term specialization with the class. This can be easily taught by assigning 
specific students to classroom chores for a period of time. Then have the students 
remember that people are not the only ones who can be specialized. Machinery and 
even farms can become specialized too. This makes the farms more efficient and 
provides for more work to be done quicker and with less labor. An example of this might 
be the big corporate farms that produce specific agricultural products such as the 
pineapple farms of Hawaii. Explain that because of this specialization, fewer farmers are 
producing more food and fiber on less acreage than farmers of years ago.  
 
Procedures: 
 
After the discussion, pass out the patterns, construction paper, glue, scissors, etc. As 
you guide the children in assembling each part of the mobile, discuss what each piece 
is representing, and label as shown in the teacher example. After completion, hang the 
mobiles around the room. 
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HENRY THE HARVESTER 
 
Grade Level:   Primary 

 

Economic Concepts: Technology, Capital Resources 

 
Skills:    Language Arts, Arts, Math 

 

Time Frame:   Two class sessions 
 
 

The students will demonstrate their understanding that machines have replaced people and

animals in the production of agricultural products by: 

 
A. Discussing and completing handouts. 

 

B. Hearing a story and using the information learned in the story to compile a booklet 

illustrating it. 

Vocabulary: 
 

Machines, technology, millions, bar graph, harvest (cutting, threshing, gleaning of crops), 

tillage, planting machine, cultivator, plow, oxen, reaper, tractor. 

 
Materials: 
 
A. Handouts, pencils, crayons. 

 

B. Story of "Henry the Harvester", construction paper book covers with 

"Henry the Harvester" on the front (picture included), flannel board 

 figures if appropriate, crayons, pencils. 

 

Procedures: 

 
A.  1. Review the lesson "Farm Tool Technology". Talk with the class about millions and 

be sure that they understand the concept of million as compared to the number five 
or ten. (If you feel the children are still not grasping this, try the extended activity # 1 
in this lesson). 

 

      2.  Distribute copies of the handout with the tractor and football goal on it. Read the 

material related to the size of an acre and a football field. Let the students time a  
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          16 minute period by setting a timer. Compare this time segment to two school days' 

time to give the students a better understanding of the time difference between 14 

hours and 16 minutes. Allow ample time for the children to discuss the worksheet 

and then direct them to color the tractor. 

B.   1. You might wish to use the illustrations provided to construct a flannel board if you 

are working with very young children. 

      

2. Begin the lesson by telling children that a long time ago, animals were used in the 

production of agricultural goods instead of the machines we use today. Ask them to 

think about how animals were used. List them on the chalkboard. 

 

3. After the class discussion, tell the children that you are going to read them a story 

about a big, modern-day machine named Henry. Then read the story out loud to the 

class. After you have done so, let the children retell the story in their own words. 

 

4. Distribute paper and ask students to take their crayons and illustrate the story they 

have just heard. Show a picture of a harvesting machine, if available. After they 

finish, illustrate a cover with the picture of Henry the Harvester that is included in this 

lesson on construction paper and let the children paste their story inside. 

 

Extended Activities: 

 

                1.To strengthen the children's understanding of a million, count 10,000 dried beans 

and glue them to poster boards in sets of 1,000. Measure the poster boards and 

multiply by 100 to see how many feet of poster board it would take to display a 

million beans. Measure this footage somewhere in your building. This will give the 

children a feel for a million. 

       2. Have a resource person from a farm implement company attend your sessions. The 

resource person might bring a tractor or something the children can climb on. 
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FARMS – PAST AND PRESENT 
 

Grade Level:    Primary 
 
Economic Concepts:  Capital Resources, Technology, 
Interdependence 
 
Skills:     Language Art, Critical Thinking 
 
Time Frame:    Four class sessions 
 
The students will demonstrate increased understanding that jobs in the 
agricultural industry have changed because of research and development by: 
 

A. Comparing pictures of farms now and long ago. 
 

B. Recognizing the fact that a farmer’s work has changed due to the 
equipment farmers now use. 

 
C. Reading, discussing, and illustrating a booklet on how farming has 

changed. 
 

Vocabulary: 
 
Capital resources, interdependence, technology, equipment, cultivate, tractor, 
fertilize, herbicide, insecticide, research. 
 
Materials: 
 
Pictures of farms and farm equipment, a dittoed booklet for each child. 
 
Note to Teacher: Two types of farm booklets are included in the handouts. One is 
pre-illustrated, the other is blank. Older, more capable children might do their 
own research and illustrate their books themselves. 
 
Procedures: 
 
A.   1. Display the farm pictures of long ago. Allow the students to observe the 

size of the farm and the type of equipment used. Guide the discussion so 
that the students will realize that farmers of long ago worked very hard. 
They did not accomplish as much as farmers do today because they had 
to do the work by hand. A man with a team of horses would cultivate little 
more than 8 acres of corn a day (use booklet, pages 1,2, and 3). 

 
2. Display the farm pictures of today. Allow the students to compare the two 

sets of pictures (use booklet, page 4). 
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B.   1. Display pictures of farm equipment (capital resources). Discuss how this 
equipment enables farmers to do their work faster and better. They can farm 
larger pieces of land in a shorter amount of time. Today farmers use tractors and 
cultivators, which allow them to cultivate 45 acres in one day. A farmer could pick 
2 acres of corn in a day. With the help of a mechanical picker, a farmer can 
harvest 18 acres of corn in a day (use booklet, pages 5 and 6). 

 
2. Fertilizer has increased crop production by replacing nutrients in the soil. The 

students can collect fertilizer advertisements if they want to learn more ways that 
it helps crops (use booklet, page 7). 

 
3. Introduce the terms herbicides and insecticides. Herbicides are chemicals which 

kill weeds; insecticides are chemicals which kill insects. Contact your county 
extension agent if the students want to learn more about the pests which destroy 
crops in your area (use booklet, page 8). 

 
C.   1. Research is continually being done to improve products (use booklet, pages 9 

and 10). 
 
      2. Guide a discussion so that the students will realize that research and 

development are being done in all phases of agriculture. As farmers increase 
their production, they depend on other people to transport their products to 
market. They also depend on the processing of plants to find new ways to use 
the products they produce (use booklet).  
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CAREERS 

 

Ninety percent of agriculture careers are “off-farm.” These include work in agribusiness, 

communications, science, government, education, processing and distribution, marketing and 

sales, as well as other occupations which serve the ag industry. 

 

Agriculturists can work in livestock production or soil conservation, equipment repair or radio 

broadcasting, nursery management, genetic engineering, landscaping or even law. 

 

Agricultural careers are divided into eight categories. Here are some examples of each: 

 

• Agricultural Production—agronomist, animal breeder, aquaculturist, beekeeper, 

mushroom grower, peanut producer, rice farmer, tree farmer. 

 

• Ag Processing/Distribution—Christmas tree grader, food and drug inspector, fruit 

distributor, grain broker, meat cutter, quality control supervisor, winery. 

 

• Ag Mechanics/Engineering—ag construction engineer, diesel mechanic, 

equipment operator, land surveyor, machinist, parts manager, soil engineer, 

welder. 

 

• Agribusiness—aerial crop duster, ag equipment dealer, animal groomer, computer 

analyst, farm auctioneer, feed ration developer, fertilizer plant supervisor, field 

sales representative, kennel operator, poultry hatchery manager, salesperson. 

 

• Resource Management—animal ecologist, environmental conservation officer, 

forest fire fighter, forest ranger, game warden, ground water geologist, soil 

conservationist, water resources manager. 

 

• Ag Research/ Health Sciences—animal nutritionist, avian veterinarian, 

biochemist, botanist, entomologist, food chemist, plant geneticist, pomologist, 

veterinarian. 

 

• Horticulture/Forestry—floral designer, forester, golf course superintendent, 

greenhouse manager, landscape architect, log grader, turf farmer. 

 

• Ag Specialist—ag accountant, ag corporation executive, ag educator, ag 

journalist, ag lawyer, ag loan officer, ag market analyst, computer specialist, farm 

investment manager, rural sociologist. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Adapted From “ Food For America” 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE’RE ALL IN IT TOGETHER 

 
Grade Level:   Primary 
 
Economic Concepts: Interdependence, Goods, Services, Circular Flow 
 
Skills:    Language Arts, Art, Fine Motor 
 
Time Frame:   Five Class Sessions 
 
The students will demonstrate their understanding that farms and cities are 
interdependent by: 
 
A.   1. Understanding the term interdependent and being able to relate this concept 

to their own families. 
 

2. Listening to a story and then being able to tell how the farmer depends on the 
people in the city. 

 
B.   Using paper bag puppets to role play a situation illustrating interdependence. 
 
Vocabulary: 
 
Interdependence, income, business, stores, restaurants, markets, machines, goods, 
services, dependence. 
 
Materials: 
 
A.   Copies of the worksheets, “Ways I Depend on My Family” for the children, your 

copy of the story “Farmer Mike,” the puppet of Farmer Mike, and student copies 
of the word puzzle. 

 
B.   Small paper sacks, puppet patterns of farmer girl and farmer boy and city girl 

and city boy, slips of paper with farm types written on them, fish pattern and 
paper plates, scissors, crayons or markers, glue. 

 
Procedures: 
 
A.   1. Develop the concept of interdependence by allowing the students to see how 

family members are interdependent. Provide each child with a copy of the 
worksheet, “Ways I Depend On My Family.” Help the children list various 
ways they depend on different family members. This could be done as a 
group activity on the bulletin board with very young children. As you discuss 
interdependence, be certain to discuss ways the parents depend on their 
children. 

 
      2. Read the story “Farmer Mike” to the children. After reading the story, discuss 

ways that the farmer depended on people in the city. You man need to read 
the story to them again. List the children’s answers on a chart or a bulletin 
board. Divide the jobs according to goods and services. Goods are tangible 
items, which you can go to the store and buy. Producers of services do work 
for you. 

Teaching the Economics of American Agriculture. The Food and Fiber System 
“Copyright 1986, National Council on Economic 

Education, N.Y., N.Y. Used with permission.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Reinforce the concept of interdependence by allowing the children to draw 
pictures of the goods and services used by the farmer during the day. 

 
4. Guide a discussion so that the children will see that producers of goods and 

services depend on the farmer to consume the good or service they produce. 
 

5. Complete the worksheet, “Who Depended on the Farmer?” 
 
B.   1. Write the definition of interdependence on the chalkboard (the state of being 

dependent upon others for goods and services). Tell the students that you are 
going to illustrate for them how farms and cities depend on each other. You 
should have a farmer girl paper bag puppet. Ask another teacher to assist you. 
That teacher should have a city girl or boy puppet. Explain to the students that 
you are a fish farmer. List ways you depend on the city (fish food, buy your 
product, build you ponds, equipment, transport your product, advertise your 
product, etc.). The other teacher pretends to be a city person. He/she should list 
ways that people depend on the fish farmer (buy fish they produce, supply 
restaurants with fish, use trucking, storage and marketing facilities, hire workers 
to work on the farm, provide fishing enjoyment, etc.). 

 
2. Students complete the paper plate fish. On the back they copy the definition of 

interdependence. They take the fish home and explain to their parents how farms 
and cities are interdependent. 

 
3. You will need to have the following types of farms written on slips of paper before 

beginning this activity. 
 

 tree farm  chicken farm 
 apple orchard rice farm 
 blueberry farm hog farm 
 wheat farm beef cattle farm 
 dairy farm grape vineyard 
 peach orchard orange grove 
 sheep farm oyster farm 
 cotton farm trout farm 
 
4. Ask students to choose between farm person and city person puppet patterns. 

Provide half the students with farm puppet patterns and half with city puppet 
patterns. Have students make their puppets. Place students in groups of two: 
one farmer and one city person in each group. The farmer draws a slip of paper 
out of a straw hat. The paper tells what type of farm the farmer owns. 

 
5. The students work in groups to brainstorm ways in which people are 

interdependent. Younger students may need help from the teacher or older 
students. Hopefully, each will at least say the farmer produces the product, he 
buys equipment and supplies from the city, the city buys and processes the farm 
product. Some students will list many ways people are interdependent. The 
students should use their puppets to present their list to the class. 
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KNOW YOUR NEEDS 
 
Grade Level:   Primary 
 
Economic Concepts: Basic Needs 
 
Skills:    Language Arts, Science 
 
Time Frame:   Five Class Sessions 
 
The students will demonstrate their understanding of how the American 
agricultural system allows for a variety of choices in meeting basic needs by: 
 
A. Completing a word search in each of the three basic needs (food, shelter, 

clothing). 
 
B. Playing the game “Know Your Basic Needs.” 
 
Vocabulary: 
 
Food, clothing, shelter, products, productions, agriculture, basic needs, 
harvesting, fiber. 
 
Materials: 
 
Roll of paper, markers, word find handouts, tagboard (2 large pieces), felt tip 
pens. 
 
Procedures: 
 
A.   1. Write, “Agriculture is the production and harvesting of food and fiber from 

animals, animal products, and from plants and forest products” on the 
chalkboard. Discuss what this sentence means. 

 
2. Define “economic needs” as being food, clothing , and shelter. Discuss 

what would happen if a person did not have all of these things. 
 

3. Tape three long strips of paper on the wall where all students can see 
them. Title each with food, clothing, and shelter. 

 
4. On the first day, have students brainstorm to start a list of foods that 

satisfy our needs. Discuss the role agriculture plays in the production of 
each item before it is placed on the list. 

 
5. After each student has suggested at least one item for the list, pass out 

the foods word search. Have students find all of the various foods hidden 
in the puzzle. 

 
      6. On the second day, follow the same procedure as #4 and #5 above except 

list clothing and compete the clothing word search. 
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7. On day three, follow the same procedure except list types of shelter and 
complete the shelter word search. 

 
8. Leave the lists on display for several weeks. Allow students to add words to the 

lists as they discover different types of food, clothing, and shelter. 
 

9. Students may be encouraged to produce their own word searches. The computer 
can be used for this purpose. 

 
10. The word searches might also be made into file folder games for children to play 

with again and again. 
 

11. The word search would be more of a challenge if the teacher assigned a certain 
number of words found to be “genius,” a smaller number found to be “smartie,” 
and a lesser number to be “brainy.” 

 
B.   1. Discuss with students the concept that everyone has three basic needs – food, 

clothing, and shelter. Students are then to brainstorm how these three basic 
needs are met and by what products. 

 
2. Discuss that the three basic needs are met by products supplied by our 

agricultural system. Have children discuss what agricultural products meet these 
needs. Examples would be: from animals come beef, poultry, pork, veal, fish, 
eggs, dairy products, etc. From plants come grains, vegetables, fruits, sugar, 
nuts, etc. Fiber such as wool and leather comes from animals. From nonedible 
plants come cotton, flax, and hemp. From forest products come lumber and pulp. 

 
3. The “Know Your Needs Game” may now be played. This game may be played 

as a rummy card game, as a folder game, or as “concentration.” The following 
rules may be adjusted as necessary for the type of game you decide to 
construct. (Patterns are included for construction of this game). 

 
On a set of tagboard cards have pictures depicting items that are basic needs 
(articles of clothing, paper, pencils, prepared foods, bedding, housing, etc.). On a 
large sheet of tagboard, divided into squares the size of the cards, have pictures 
of agricultural items from which the basic need pictures originated. For example, 
if one of the cards has a picture of a cotton shirt on it, you would need to have a 
picture of a cotton plant on the large piece of tagboard. 
 
After the child matches all of the cards with the correct corresponding item on the 
tagboard, he then states whether that product meets the basic need of food, 
shelter, or clothing. The answer would need to be on the back of the card for self-
checking purposes.  
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