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POULTRY
the eggs.  Grains such as processed corn, milo, soybeans 
and oats are fed to layer hens, but they also are fed extra 
calcium to make the egg shells strong.  Hens are taken 
out of production when they are nearly two years old.

Turkeys
A male turkey is called a tom and a female turkey is a 
hen.  Turkey hens that are used to produce fertile eggs 
begin laying eggs at about seven to eight months of age; 
it takes 28 days for a turkey egg to hatch.  Young turkeys 
are called poults.
Newborn toms and hens are separated and placed in 
brooder houses for six to eight weeks.  Turkey farmers 
take special care for the health and safety of their birds.  
They provide shelter from predators and the weather.  
They carefully heat and cool their barns.  Birds can 
roam the barn.   A balanced ration of corn, soybeans, 
other grains vitamins and minerals gives the birds good 
nutrition.  Fresh water is available at all times.  Hens 
are full grown at about 15 weeks and toms at about 18 
weeks.  Most turkeys are sold by farmers to processing 
plants.  250 Minnesota family farmers raise 47 million 
turkeys a year.  

Digestive Tract
Chickens and turkeys do not have teeth; they use their 
beaks to pick up food.  
They swallow pieces 
of grain and store it 
in the crop.  The grain 
then goes through the 
proventriculus (stomach), 
and into the gizzard 
where it is ground into 
small pieces.  Next it 
moves through the small 
and large intestine where 
nutrients are absorbed.  
The waste is then 
excreted.

Background Information
Poultry are birds raised for their meat or eggs.  The 
species includes chickens, turkeys, ducks and geese.  
Most of the poultry produced throughout the United 
States are either chickens or turkeys.  The only major 
meat animal native to North America is the turkey.  
Minnesota leads the nation in turkey production, 
followed by North Carolina and Arkansas.  Midwestern 
states produce most of the eggs we eat and the southern 
states produce broiler chickens for meat production.

Chickens
A male chicken is called a rooster and a female chicken 
is a hen.  Their offspring are called chicks.  Broilers are 
either male or female chickens that are raised for meat.  
They hatch in three weeks from fertile eggs in hatcheries.  
They are fed until they are six to seven weeks old and 
have a market weight of 4 to 5 pounds.  Some chickens, 
called roasters, are fed for 10 to12 weeks and weigh 8 to 
9 pounds before they are ready for market.
Broilers and roasters are raised in modern, large buildings 
called broiler houses.  They have water and feed such as 
processed corn, grain sorghum and soybeans available at 
all times.
Layers are hens which produce eggs for food.  Eggs 
produced by a laying hen (or layers) do not contain an 
embryo.  From hatching until five months of age, young 
layer chicks are called pullets.  Pullet farms raise chicks 
until they begin laying eggs at about six months of age.  
Then the hens are moved to a laying hen facility where 
they produce eggs for one to two years.
A hen lays about 240 eggs in one year.  Then some hens 
go through a period of rest called molting which lasts 
about two months.  After molting, a hen will lay eggs 
again for about nine months, but will produce fewer 
eggs.
Hens are kept in laying cages to keep them and their 
eggs clean.  The cages usually are tipped slightly so the 
eggs roll onto a moving belt that automatically collects 
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Products

Broiler and roaster chickens provide food such as drumsticks, 
wings, chicken breasts and chicken nuggets.  Eggs from laying 
hens are used as ingredients in such foods as cakes and cookies, 
or they can be scrambled, fried or hard-cooked.  Turkeys provide 
such food as sandwich meat, drumsticks and turkey breast.  Along 
with providing meat, ducks and geese provide down used to make 
bedding and clothing.  
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Top 10 Minnesota Counties Producing Poultry - Inventory in 2012: 
1. Stearns   2. Morrison   3. Todd   4. Otter Tail   5. Wright

6. Fillmore   7. Goodhue   8. Mille Lacs   9. Rice   10. St. Louis




Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		Poultry 2014 WEB.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 1

		Passed manually: 1

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 0

		Passed: 30

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
