
Good Bug, Bad Bug

Name ____________________________________ Date __________

Part 1 - Engage:

Part 2 - Evaluate:

In a small group, discuss the following questions:

Summarize your group discussion:

How might removing bugs from an ecocsystem affect plants, animals, and humans?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Record examples from your group's insect sort.

Predator

What is the first word you think of when you hear the word bug?
Do you think bugs are mostly helpful, harmful, or both? Explain your reasoning.
Where do you usually see bugs?
What bugs might a farmer see in their field? Are they good or bad?
What bugs might you find in a garden? How do they affect plants?

Pollinator Herbivore Decomposer



Which characteristics helped you decide where to place the insects?

□ What they eat

□ Their body parts

□ Their behavior

□ Where they live

□ Other: __________________

Notes from class discussion:

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Part 3- Explain:
Trophic Roles: Scientists group organisms by the way they get energy.

Choose one insect from your table above.

Insect:____________________________

How does it get energy?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Organism Interactions: Different organisms interact with each other in different ways.

Think of one example discussed during class.

Organism #1 Organism #2 What happens between them?



Which type of interaction does your example represent?

Review what you wrote in Part 1. Has your thinking changed?

□ Predation / Parasitism

□ Mutualism

Explain:
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Part 4- Evaluate:

□ Yes □ No

At the beginning of class, I thought...

Now I think...

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

One thing I learned about insects and ecosystems is...

Can an insect be both helpful and harmful depending on the situation? Explain your answer.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

□ Commensalism
□ Competition
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