Farmland Film Questions
Grades 6-8
This discussion guide is intended for use in conjunction with the film FARMLAND. After
watching FARMLAND, these questions should be answered soon after watching the
movie and are intended to deepen students’ understanding of agriculture and the
challenges that come along with it.
Farmers:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ryan raises hogs, corn, soybeans and small grains
Brad is the cattle rancher from Texas
Margaret is the vegetable farmer from Pennsylvania
Sutton is the organic produce farmer from California
David is the grain farmer from Nebraska
Leighton is the chicken, cattle and hay farmer

1. Picture in your head a typical farmer. What do you see? Compare and contrast
this picture with that of the six farmers in the movie. What are some similarities
and differences?

2. The farmers in this movie are very different from one another. In what ways are
they similar? In what ways are they different?

3. Brad, the cattle rancher, mentions that at 26 years old he is the youngest farmer
or rancher in his county. Do you think this is typical? What might be a cause of
this?

4. Name some of the technology featured in the movie and discuss potential
benefits and risks of each technology.

5. The farmers all talk about the importance of water in their farming operations
and a fear of running out of water. How is water used in agriculture?

6. How do changes in the weather impact farmers, and how do they respond?

7. Community Supported Agriculture is a program that allows people to sign up for
a season’s worth of locally grown produce and pick it up from the farm. How
can this benefit both the producer and consumer?

8. What are some of the factors that influence the farmers’ profits that are out of
their control?

9. How do you think your life would be different if you were raised on a farm?

10. Discuss the role that family members play in the lives of the different young
farmers.

11. What are some of the differences between small scale production and large
scale production?

12. If you had the chance to meet one of these farmers, what would you ask them
and why?

