
Teacher CER Scoring Guide
The Race for Less Food Waste

Purpose: Use this analytic rubric to score the student Decision Reflection. A complete response includes a clear
claim, at least two relevant pieces of evidence, and reasoning that applies the Decision Lens to the specific
context. Recommended score: 12 points

Score: ____ / 12

Score interpretation

Scoring Notes & Feedback

Teacher Feedback

7-9
Approaching the

lesson target

0-3
Incomplete evidence

of understanding

10-12
Meets or exceeds
the lesson target

4-6
Partial understanding;

revise with support

Food safety is a nonnegotiable constraint. A response that recommends an unsafe practice cannot earn 3
points for Claim and decision or Decision context.
Students do not need to select the same action to earn full credit. Accept different decisions when the
evidence, assumptions, and local conditions support them.
Local policy and infrastructure matter. Students may appropriately qualify a response with language such as
"if school policy allows" or "where organics collection is available."
Suggested feedback codes: C = clarify the claim; E = add or improve evidence; R = connect evidence to the
claim; D = apply the Decision Lens or context.



Model Response and Teacher Notes
The Race for Less Food Waste

Model Scenario

Sample Exit Ticket Response

Quick implementation notes

Several unopened apples remain after lunch in a school cafeteria.

GUIDING QUESTION
How can informed decisions reduce wasted food while conserving the land, water, energy, labor,

and money invested in our food system?

Informed decisions reduce wasted food when people first prevent extra food from being created, then keep safe food in use,
and use disposal only when better options are not possible. For example, matching cafeteria orders to participation and
safely sharing unopened food can conserve the resources already invested in growing, transporting, and preparing it.

Allow about 5 minutes for the exit ticket; collect the full CER response for formative or summative scoring.
For multilingual learners or students who need writing support, permit labeled bullet points or provide
sentence starters without reducing the evidence expectation.
Use class patterns to plan reteaching: weak evidence suggests revisiting lesson sources; weak reasoning
suggests modeling how evidence connects to a decision; weak context suggests revisiting the Decision Lens.

REALISTIC ACTION
Plan two meals before shopping and check the refrigerator

first so I buy only what I expect to use.

EVIDENCE CHECK
The Hidden Journey of Food strengthened my thinking

because it showed that discarded food also wastes
resources used before the food reached me.

WHY PREVENTION?
Prevention avoids using resources on food that will not be

eaten and usually preserves more value than managing
food after it becomes waste.

TEACHER NOTE
This is one strong model, not the only correct response.
Score the quality of the claim, evidence, reasoning, and

contextual judgment rather than exact wording.
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