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Loper and S
ally M

ay had to make a 

lot of choices when they decided to 

become ranchers. Each decisi
on they 

make has an impact on eve
ryone on 

the ranch. They can’t fee
d the most 

important person on the ranch  

(their cowdog) unless
 they are making 

a profit in the catt
le market. S

o, I 

have to kee
p on top of them to make 

sure Loper is not using our money for 

shiny new spurs instea
d of cow fee

d. 

S
ally M

ay and Loper have to  

make sure all of the ranch’s nee
ds  

(fee
ding Hank) are taken care of, 

before they purchase their wants 

(Loper’s fancy spurs). Help S
ally M

ay 

and Loper make goo
d choices  

as you rea
d through the boo

k.  

R
eme

mber, the most important  

nee
d of the ranch is to kee

p the  

Hea
d Of R

anch S
ecurity well fed!

—
 Hank the C

owdog —
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S
ally M

ay and Loper  
are thinking about  

purchasing land and livestock  
and becoming ranchers. 

—
 1 —

—
 1

6
 —

S
ally M

ay  
and Loper fill  

Hank’s foo
d bowl  

to overflowing.

HA
NK GETS

  
TO EA

T!

G
R

E
A

T
 JO

B
!!

The ranch is succ
ess

ful!
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A
ll of the horses do not 

fit into the barn and have 
to stay outdoo

rs in the 
corral. Five horses run off 
during a lightning storm!

S
eve

n cowboys lea
ve the 

ranch because they could 
make more money working 

for another rancher.

* TURN TO PA
GE 11 *
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How many acres should  
S

ally M
ay and Loper lea

se?  
They have a land budget of 
$

40,000. Lea
se for the  

land is $
5 per acre, per yea

r. 
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D
id S

ally M
ay and Loper  

make a profit on their  
ranch this yea

r? The total  
money they borrowed from the 
bank was $

1,000,000.00.
R

A
NC

H EXPENS
ES

Land	
$

40,000
C

att
le	

$
600,000

Fee
d	

$
450

Pickup	
$

25,000
S

tock Trailer	
$

50,000
C

owboys	
$

100,000
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Loper goes to the bank 
and asks if he can  
borrow more money.

The bank says NO.

It loo
ks like you have 

made a choice that  
will lose money.

* TURN TO PA
GE 11 *
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S
ally M

ay and Loper  
hea

d to the spring market  
to sell their calves. 

The catt
le market is high.



—
 5

 —

O
P

T
IO

N
 1 

S
a

lly
 M

a
y

 a
n

d
 L

o
p

e
r b

u
y

  
15

0
 b

u
lls a

n
d

 15
0

 c
o

w
s. 

Turn to Page 12 

O
P

T
IO

N
 2

 

S
a

lly
 M

a
y

 a
n

d
 L

o
p

e
r b

u
y

  
2

8
0

 c
o

w
s a

n
d

 2
0

 b
u

lls. 

Turn to Page 6 

W
h

a
t sh

o
u

ld
 th

e
y

 d
o

?

S
ally M

ay and Loper  
nee

d to buy both bulls and  
cows for their ranch. 

They nee
d to decide how  

many of ea
ch they will nee

d.

—
 1

2
 —

S
ally M

ay and Loper 
bought too

 many bulls  
and not enough cows. 

They do not have enough 
calves in the spring to 
sell and make a profit.

S
ally M

ay and Loper  
are not able to pay back 
their loan from the bank.

* TURN TO PA
GE 11 *
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S
ally M

ay and Loper  
nee

d to check their catt
le,  

but can’t do it on their own.  
They will nee

d some help.

—
 11 —

S
ally M

ay and Loper  
do not make enough money 

to fee
d their cowdog.  

 
HA

NK HA
S

 TO 
GOES

 HUNGRY!

* TURN TO PA
GE 1 *

O
H

, N
O

!

S
tart over and try aga

in?
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S
ally M

ay and Loper 
rea

lize they do not have 
enough fee

d for winter.

* TURN TO PA
GE 11 *
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S
ally M

ay and Loper have  
to decide on how much fee

d  
they are going to buy for the 
cows on their ranch to make  
it through the winter months. 
Fee

d costs $
150 per month.
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S
ally M

ay and Loper 
make a profit and  

have a succ
ess

ful yea
r  

on the ranch.  
 

They are alrea
dy making 

plans for nex
t yea

r!

* TURN TO PA
GE 16 *
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Fall has come and  
S

ally M
ay and Loper  

have to make some decisi
ons. 

The grass
 has stopp

ed  
growing and has no nutriti

onal 
value for the catt

le.
The catt

le market is low.


