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T h e  th in g s  w e  u s e  e v e r y  d a y  
c o m e  f ro m  th e  e a r th . N e a r ly  a ll 
o f  o u r  d a ily  a c t iv it ie s  u s e  s o m e  
k in d  o f  re s o u rc e  th a t  is  g ro w n  o n  a  
fa rm , h a r v e s te d  f ro m  th e  w ild , m in e d , 
o r  e x t ra c te d  f ro m  d e e p  b e lo w  th e  s o il. 

Yo u  m a y  aw a k e n  in  t h e  m o rn in g  o n  s h e e t s  m a d e  o f  c o t to n , u n d e r  a  b la n k e t  m a d e  o f  w o o l o r  
s y n th e t ic  p o ly e s te r. C o t to n  is  g ro w n  o n  a  fa rm , w o o l c o m e s  f ro m  s h e e p  ra is e d  o n  a  fa rm , a n d  
s y n th e t ic  p o ly e s te r—lik e  m o s t  p la s t ic s—is  m a d e  f ro m  p e t ro le u m , w h ic h  is  e x t ra c te d  f ro m  th e  
e a r th . T h e  s o a p  y o u  u s e  in  t h e  s h o w e r  m ig h t  c o n ta in  c o t to n s e e d  o il, w h ile  t h e  t ile , m e ta l, a n d  
g la s s  in  y o u r  b a th ro o m  a re  m a d e  f ro m  m in e d  m a te r ia ls . W a llp a p e r  c a n  b e  a d h e re d  to  th e  w a ll 
u s in g  w h e a t  p a s te , a n d  p a in t  c o n ta in s  c o m p o u n d s  f ro m  t re e s . T h e  lin o le u m  o n  th e  fl o o r  is  
m a d e  f ro m  s o y b e a n  o il, t h e  w o o d  fl o o r in g  c am e  f ro m  t re e s , a n d  th e  n a ils  h o ld in g  it  to g e th e r  
a re  m a d e  f ro m  m a te r ia ls  t h a t  w e re  m in e d  f ro m  th e  e a r th . T h e  e le c t r ic it y  p o w e r in g  th e  lig h t s  
m a y  c o m e  f ro m  w a te r  ru n n in g  th ro u g h  a  h y d ro e le c t r ic  d am  o r  f ro m  c o a l b u rn e d  a t  a  p o w e r  
p la n t . I t ’s  d iffi c u lt  to  im a g in e  w h a t  o u r  liv e s  w o u ld  b e  lik e  w ith o u t  t h e  n a tu ra l re s o u rc e s  t h a t  
p ro v id e  u s  w ith  e le c t r ic it y , m a te r ia ls  
fo r  t h e  e v e r y d a y  it e m s  w e  u s e , a n d  
fo o d  to  n o u r is h  o u r  b o d ie s . I t  c a n  b e  

a n  e y e -o p e n in g  e x p e r ie n c e  
to  c o n s id e r  t h e  re s o u rc e s  

t h a t  o n e  u s e s  in  
a  s in g le  d a y .

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8LfD_EKze2M&list=PL6-FL0AaljVWxUKpzqTrjNrMq-9lsMuNn
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What are

resources?
RENEWABLE

R e n e w a b le  re s o u rc e s  c a n  b e  re p la c e d  b y  h u m a n  e ff o r t s . 
T h e s e  re s o u rc e s  c a n  b e  u s e d  u p  w ith o u t  p ro p e r  m a n a g e m e n t , 

b u t  w ith  p ro p e r  m a n a g e m e n t  th e y  c a n  b e  re n e w e d . 

C ro p s  a re  a  re n e w a b le  re s o u rc e  b e c a u s e  th e y  c a n  b e  m a n a g e d  s o  th a t  
t h e y  re p le n is h  th e m s e lv e s  re g u la r ly . F o r  e x am p le , a  t re e  fa rm  c a n  b e  

m a n a g e d  s o  th a t  s o m e  t re e s  a re  re a d y  fo r  h a r v e s t  e a c h  y e a r. A f te r  t re e s  a re  
c u t  d o w n  to  b e  t u rn e d  in to  p a p e r  o r  lu m b e r, m o re  t re e s  a re  p la n te d  th a t  w ill 

re n e w  th e  s u p p ly  s e v e ra l y e a rs  in  t h e  fu tu re . C ro p s  lik e  w h e a t  a n d  
c o rn  a re  p la n te d  a n d  h a r v e s te d  w ith in  a  s in g le  g ro w in g  s e a s o n , 
s o  th e y  c a n  b e  u s e d  u p  a n d  th e n  re n e w e d  e a c h  y e a r.

FORESTS

AGRICULTURE PLANTS

WILDLIFE

ANIMALS
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SOIL

F o s s il fu e ls  a n d  s o il a re  tw o  im p o r t a n t  n o n -re n e w a b le  re s o u rc e s . B o th  a re  
fo rm e d  v e r y  s lo w ly  b y  n a tu ra l p ro c e s s e s  a n d  b o th  p la y  c e n t ra l ro le s  in  o u r  
liv e s . W h ile  t h e  a c t  o f  u s in g  fo s s il fu e ls  d e p le te s  t h e  s u p p ly , t h is  is  n o t  
n e c e s s a r ily  t h e  c a s e  w ith  s o ils , w h ic h  c a n  b e  m a n a g e d  fo r  lo n g -te rm  u s e . 

E ro s io n  d e s t ro y s  to p s o il, b u t  g o o d  m a n a g e m e n t  c a n  
p re v e n t  e ro s io n . S o il t h a t  is  m a n a g e d  w e ll c a n  s u p p o r t  
m a n y  y e a rs  o f  g ro w in g  c ro p s .

N o n re n e w a b le  re s o u rc e s  a re  n a tu ra l re s o u rc e s  t h a t  c a n n o t
b e  re p la c e d  o r  re p ro d u c e d  w ith in  a  g e n e ra t io n .
H u m a n s  c a n n o t  m a n a g e  th e m  fo r  re n e w a l.
O n c e  th e y  a re  g o n e , t h e y  a re  g o n e  fo re v e r.

(t a k e s  1 ,0 0 0  – 5 ,0 0 0  y e a rs  to  m a k e )

NONRENEWABLE
What are

resources?

MINERAL RESOURCES
(le a d , iro n , c o b a lt , z in c , e t c .) u s e d  fo r  m e ta l
a n d  o th e r  s t ru c tu ra l b u ild in g  m a te r ia ls

OIL
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In e x h a u s t ib le  re s o u rc e s  a re  n a tu ra l re s o u rc e s  t h a t
c a n  la s t  fo re v e r  re g a rd le s s  o f  h u m a n  a c t iv it ie s .

T h e y  re n e w  th e m s e lv e s  c o n t in u o u s ly .
H u m a n s  c a n  d am a g e  th e  q u a lit y  o f  t h e  re s o u rc e  b u t  c a n n o t  u s e  th e m  u p .

INEXHAUSTIBLE
What are

resources?

WATER

RENEWABLE, NONRENEWABLE, or INEXHAUSTIBLE?

AIR SUNLIGHT
P e o p le  c a n n o t  d e s t ro y  th e s e  re s o u rc e s  o r  c re a te  m o re  o f  t h e m , b u t  w e  c a n  a ff e c t  

t h e ir  q u a lit y . P o llu t io n  c a n  re n d e r  a ir  u n b re a th a b le  a n d  w a te r  u n d r in k a b le . B e c a u s e  
w e  d e p e n d  o n  n a tu ra l re s o u rc e s  to  s u r v iv e , it  is  im p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  u s e  th e m  c a re fu lly .

C a n  y o u  id e n t ify  if  t h e s e  re s o u rc e s  a re

Let’s find out!

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1W6Ct5IJ10v3IxekeZQt9291mcnUzxppjR2qVUEfB_dU/edit#slide=id.g7ccfb8ada8_0_1

