
MAITC Application for BHCS National Agriculture Committee Members 

Since 2023, the members of the Blue Hill Consolidated School National Agriculture 

Week Committee have worked together to create a schoolwide celebration of agriculture that 

reaches every student from Pre-K through Grade 8. What began as an idea inspired by the 

ReadME Agriculture program has grown into an annual tradition that brings agriculture into 

classrooms, the cafeteria, the gym, the garden, and the outdoors. Each year, the week’s theme is 

guided by the subject matter in the Maine Agriculture in the Classroom book and supported by 

classroom teachers, specialists, cafeteria staff, administration, and community partners. 

National Agriculture Week follows a consistent format each year, with three main 

components: daily agricultural facts and announcements, special visitors and hands-on 

experiences, and bingo sheets in each homeroom classroom that encourages students and 

teachers to explore agriculture throughout the special school week. Students do not simply learn 

about agriculture by reading about it. They experience it!  

Over the years, students have grown and tasted broccoli sprouts, created seaweed lava 

lamps, taken nature walks with local land trusts, built native bee homes, participated in a “bee” 

waggle dances, played seaweed tag, and cooked and taste-tested foods such as seaweed 

smoothies, blueberry compote, and quesadillas. These experiences merge agriculture to science, 

ecology, health, physical education, and the environment, culture, and history of the Blue Hill 

Peninsula. Our program also connects students directly with people who work in agriculture and 

related fields. Guest speakers and partners have included the Maine State Apiarist, experts from 

the World Wildlife Fund, representatives from Maine Coast Sea Vegetables, University of Maine 

professors, and local farms such as Tilth and Timber in Castine and Blue-Zee Farm in Blue Hill.  

We also innovate our week with new ideas. In 2026 BHCS’s 5th and 6th grade teachers 

participated in the MAITC ReadME MORE pilot program. Another new activity is planting 
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seeds in our newly refurbished greenhouse. Half of the seedlings are sold at our Seedling Sale in 

collaboration with the school’s Garden Club and Boosters. The seedlings go off to grow in 

gardens around our community, including teachers’ gardens! All students also go home with a 

seedling further connecting agricultural experiences and students’ everyday lives.  

The program has also grown beyond our school. Our National Agriculture Week model 

was shared with Maine educators during the 2025 Maine Summer Teachers’ Institute and our 

work was presented at the 2026 National Agriculture in the Classroom Conference. Our 

interdisciplinary approach has contributed to other professional presentations about outdoor 

learning, such as a National Science Teachers Association presentation. In 2024 students’ work 

was recognized when the World Wildlife Fund featured BHCS in a national publication about 

our Seaweed Week activities. In addition, our work has been highlighted in MAITC newsletters.  

Every student and staff member participates during our National Agriculture Week and 

teachers find creative ways to connect the agricultural theme to their own curriculum, such as in 

music class where students translate the number of syllables in food items into drum beats. 

Agriculture becomes a common thread linking subjects and grade levels rather than an isolated 

activity. Students investigate, create, cook, grow, observe, ask questions, and learn from experts. 

The interdisciplinary nature of our agricultural week is one of the program’s greatest strengths. 

National Agriculture Week has become a defining part of the school culture at Blue Hill 

Consolidated School. It brings our community together around agriculture and gives every child 

meaningful, hands-on experiences that connect science, music, literacy, health, art, physical 

education, environmental studies, and local knowledge. Most importantly, students gain a deeper 

understanding of the people and the ecosystems that produce their food and the many ways 

agriculture is connected to their lives.  
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Supplementary Material for the Selection Committee: 

1.​ Presentation Given at the 2026 National Agriculture in the Classroom Conference   
 

Nora Bradford, a member of the National Agriculture Week Committee, was selected to present 
at the National Agriculture in the Classroom Conference in Providence in June, 2026. 
 
See selected slides from presentation: 

 

 

https://canva.link/oi9hdppamorrkur
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2.​ World Wildlife Fund Wild Classroom Spotlight 
 
Seaweed Week in 2024 was featured in the World Wildlife printed magazine in the summer of 
2025 issue. Seaweed Week was also featured in the Classroom Spotlight online.  
 
Screenshot of Classroom Spotlight: 
 

         
 

 
 
 

https://www.worldwildlife.org/resources/teaching-resources/wild-classroom-spotlight/nell-herrmann-and-nora-bradford/
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3.​ MAITC Newsletter Features  
 
Since the first National Agriculture Week in 2023, our work has been shared in the monthly 
MAITC newsletters. 
 
MAITC Newsletters: 
 

     
                            May 2026 Newsletter                                            May 2024 Newsletter 
 

         
    May 2023 Newsletter   

 


