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Fueling vyour life

It takes many different sources of
energy, including renewables, to
make the electricity that keeps your
lights on.

Renewable energy is power
generated from sunlight, blowing
wind, flowing water, heat inside the
earth and biomass. You get about
17 percent of your electricity from
renewable resources.

The rest of your energy is fueled
by nonrenewable resources, which

include oil, coal and natural gas.
These resources are nonrenewable
because they exist on the earth

in limited quantities, and are not
quickly replenished.

It takes both
renewable and :[é

nonrenewable

resources

to make the

energy you use.

Hi! ’'m Randy.

We can make electricity to
power your home and school

from different resources around
you. Some of those resources
are un-renew-a-believable like
sunlight, wind and water.

Connecting Colorado educators and students to their food, fiber, fuel, and natural resources.



How we make electricity!

Electricity makes the way you live Renewable energy Non-renewable energy
possible. It keeps your home warm, T

lights on, video games working, —||=
computers and cell phones charged, _ /ﬂ\
ice cream frozen—it touches your O

. . l
life in almost every way! Natural gas

We make electricity from both

nonrenewable and renewable Wind ‘
resources and it takes many skilled @
men and women in hundreds of NP

different jobs working together. —Q— \ Y
./: | N, Nuclear

We use many resources to create
electricity. Right now, we use mostly
coal and natural gas, and each year
we use more and more wind, solar
and hydropower.
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1 O Q: How did Benjamin Franklin feel when he discovered electricity?

A:
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Randy says:

The sun is like a huge battery in the sky.
Solar panels convert the sun’s tiny particles
of light, called photons, into electricity. ! 4

Solar power Crossword puzzle

Across

Solar panels capture energy
from the sun and convert it into 1. The sun is like a big in the sky.
electricity. The main benefit of solar
energy is that it is clean. The sun’s

energy can only be gathered when Down
it is shining. Night time, clouds and

3. The sun has to be to capture its energy.

stormy weather interrupt the sun’s 2. Solar panels convert into electricity.
rays so we rely on other options to 4. The sun’s energy can be used more than once,
power our homes when we can’t so it is
collect solar power.
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Help the water through the dam!

The hydro plant needs water to turn the turbine that

creates electricity! Help the water get through the
maze to the turbine. &

AA |

Randy says:

A turbine can weigh as much
as 172 tons and turn at a rate
of 90 revolutions per minute
to make electricity. ZOWIE!
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p Randy says:
We are big fans of the wind!
At 300 feet, wind turbines are

Wind turbines generate electricity when the the same height as the Statue

wind blows. Like solar energy, wind power is a ’ ’ of Liberty and can spin up to

clean source of energy. One turbine can power 200 miles per hour to create

hundreds of homes throughout the year, but the electricity.

turbines can’t provide power all the time—only

when the wind is blowing.

It can be too windy to use the wind turbines. ey .

1

Wind turbines can only be used to generate Somethmg s not r'ght'

electricity when the wind blows just right. If The picture on the right is missing some parts. Turbines

the wind is either too weak or too gusty, wind need to make power and get it to where it’s headed.

turbines cannot be used to make electricity. Draw in the details that are missing so we can get the

turbines running again.
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Even more ,,
un-renew-a-believable
energy sources. g+

-~ Y

——— p " S v g -
Solar, wind and hydropower are
sources of renewable energy.
The earth offers us more ways

to generate electricity.

7 Q’ What is a renewable energy source that is used every day at your school?

—

) A
Q: How are renewable power plants like people who enjoy going to the beach?

A: )
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Geothermal energy

Geothermal uses the earth’s internal heat to help heat
and cool buildings and make electricity. It’s the same
energy that causes volcanoes and geysers to erupt.
Geothermal power plants work by tapping into steam or
hot water reservoirs underground to create electricity.

Biomass energy

Biomass uses materials like wood, paper, plants and
even garbage to make electricity. Energy is released
from biomass as heat when it is burned.

The earth’s resources
all work together

Because the sun doesn’t always shine and the wind
doesn’t always blow, renewable energy alone can’t
supply all of our electricity. In order for us to rely on
electricity anytime we need it—like turning on a lamp
in the middle of the night, turning on our heat on a
cold and snowy day, or charging a cell phone early

in the morning—we also need coal and natural gas to
produce power.
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RENEWABLE ENERGY
WORD SCRAMBLE

1. ORSLA NPAEL

2.DIWN TENRBIU

3.ISOSBAM

Types of biomass
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Un-Renew-a-Believable
WORD SEARCH
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