
Annual ReportAnnual Report
August 1, 2018 to July 31, 2019

The vision of the Colorado Foundation for Agriculture is to advance agricultural 
literacy in the next generation of consumers, citizens, and professionals.

Our mission is connecting Colorado educators and consumers 
to their food, fiber, fuel, and natural resources. 

The Colorado Foundation for Agriculture is a 501(c)3 nonprofit education 
corporation and reaches both urban and rural schools across Colorado.

Students at Grandview Elementary are harvesting 
sweet corn from their school garden.

Teachers watching a drone demonstration during 
a Summer AgriCULTURE Institute.

A third grade class in Loma Elementary 
participating in the Colorado Literacy Project.



Financial Strategy and Management
The Colorado Foundation for Agriculture derives its funding from corporate 
and organizational sponsorships, individual donations, and grants to facilitate 
its Agriculture in the Classroom® programs. From August 1, 2018 to July 
31, 2019, more than $196,000 was raised, exceeding budget expectations. 
The sponsorships, donations, and grants CFA receives throughout the 
year directly support the organization’s programming and operation, 
allowing it to work toward its vision of increasing agricultural literacy. 

A Message from the Director
The important work of the Colorado Foundation for Agriculture continues to be to advance agricultural literacy in prekindergarten through 
12th grade students through the Colorado Agriculture in the Classroom® program. Today’s youth have many misconceptions about agriculture 
– such as brown cows make chocolate milk, that farming is an antiquated practice, and that food comes from the grocery store, among 
other misconceptions. It is through our programs and resources that we are able to help dispel these myths and connect educators and 
students to their food, fiber, fuel, and natural resources. Our partnerships with industry stakeholders are critical to our success. We strive to 
expand our programs and work with new partners to further enhance our mission. ~ Sincerely, Jennifer Scharpe, CFA Executive Director

2018-2019 Colorado Reader Topics
Each issue reaches 60,000 students in 800 schools. Of the 
1,800 classrooms receiving the Colorado Reader, the top five 
counties are El Paso, Weld, Larimer, Adams, and Arapahoe.

• Careers in Agriculture
• Reducing Food Waste
• Renewable Energy
• The Story of Colorado Beef
• Colorado Watersheds

Colorado Literacy Project
The 2019 book for the Colorado Literacy Project was 
John Deere, That’s Who!  During the spring, volunteers 
visited about 250 classrooms reaching more than 
7,500 students. Volunteers read the book to students 
and talked about their connection to agriculture. 
The books were then donated to the schools. 

Activity Books
CFA’s Activity Books continue to be very popular among 
educators and are used in both formal and informal 
settings. Activity Books and Colorado Readers can 
be ordered through an online store on the website. 
These resources are provided free of charge.

Summer AgriCULTURE Institutes
Two Food, Fiber, and More Summer 
AgriCULTURE Institutes were held during 
the summer of 2019. The locations were 
Greeley and Castle Rock and a total of 40 
teachers participated. Each week-long 
course featured agriculture and food 
production topics significant to the area. 
Participants learned about beef and dairy 
production, growing produce, water, corn 
and ethanol production, plant breeding 
and GMOs, among other topics. Highlights 
this year included an open conversation 
with Colorado CommonGround 
volunteers and a panel discussion 
on issues facing agriculture. The teachers leave the week with a greater 
appreciation for agriculture and creative ideas on how to incorporate food, 
fiber, fuel, and natural resources topics into their common core curriculum.  

Andy Klatt (center) of Grandview Elementary 
was honored with a National Teaching in 

Excellence About Agriculture Award. 

Chris Woodburn (center) received an American 
Farm Bureau Foundation White-Reinhardt 

Scholarship to attend the conference.

Three Colorado teachers - Malcolm Davis, 
Rebecca Kiefer, and Deborah Tanzy - were among 

the 40 teachers nationwide who received CHS 
Foundation Scholarships to attend the conference.

Colorado Educators Recognized at the 2019 National Agriculture in the Classroom® Annual Conference
The conference was held June 18-21 in Little Rock, Arkansas. Six Colorado educators along with CFA Executive Director Jennifer Scharpe attended.

2018-2019 Support by Program

Find lesson plans and resources on the Curriculum Matrix and in the Ag Classroom Store at AgClassroom.org

Summer AgriCULTURE 
Institutes
$36,010

CD Interest
$759

General  
Donations

$28,270

Colorado Literacy 
Project
$4,346

Activity Books
$33,519

Adopt-A-
Classroom

$17,350

Colorado Reader 
Topic Sponsors

$76,363



Thank You Sponsors!Thank You Sponsors!
Giving $10,000 and above:Giving $10,000 and above:

• Colorado Beef Council
• Colorado Water 

Conservation Board
• National Agriculture in the 

Classroom Organization
• Tri-State Generation 

& Transmission
• U.S. EPA Region 8

Giving $5,000 to $9,999:Giving $5,000 to $9,999:
• CFB Women’s Leadership 

Committee
• City of Greeley Water 

Conservation
• Denver Water
• Larimer County Farm Bureau
• Premiere Copier, Inc.
• West Greeley 

Conservation District

Giving $1,000 to $4,999:Giving $1,000 to $4,999:
• Big Thompson 

Conservation District
• Castilla County Farm Bureau
• Central Colorado Water 

Conservancy District
• Colorado Agricultural 

Development Authority
• Colorado CattleWomen, Inc.
• Colorado Fruit and Vegetable 

Growers Association
• Colorado Potato 

Administrative Committee 
- San Luis Valley

• Colorado Sheep & 
Wool Authority

• Denver Agricultural 
& Livestock Club

• Fort Morgan Young Farmers
• Lower Arkansas Valley Water 

Conservancy District
• Ottesen, Betty and Frank 
• Running Creek Ranch

Giving $500 to $999:Giving $500 to $999:
• Bee, LeeAnn and Bob 
• Colorado Potato 

Administrative 
Committee - Area 3

• Colorado River Water 
Conservation District

• Colorado Rural Electric 
Association

• CyberGrants LLC
• Douglas County 

Conservation District

• Empire Dairy
• Fort Collins Conservation 

District
• Fremont Cattlemen’s 

Association
• Front Range Young Farmers
• La Plata County Farm Bureau
• Longmont Dairy Farm Inc.
• Mesa County Farm Bureau
• Morning Fresh Farms
• Peppler Farms LLC
• Robert L. Seltzer Family Trust
• Vermillion Ranch 

Limited Partnership
• Yuma County CattleWomen 

& Yuma County Cattlemen

Giving $250 to $499:Giving $250 to $499:
• Aldridge, Mark 
• Amen Angus Farms, Inc.
• Anderson Farms
• Black Mesa CattleWomen
• Centennial Conservation 

District
• Colorado Dairy Women
• Colorado FFA Foundation
• Colorado Master Farm 

Homemakers Guild
• Elbert County Farm Bureau

• Garfield County Farm Bureau
• Grain Conditioning Inc.
• Haddorff, Sandra 
• La Plata County Cowbelles
• La Plata Pomona Grange #10
• La Plata-Archuleta 

Cattlemen’s Association
• LAW USA Foundation
• Park Creek Nursery
• Pikes Peak CattleWomen
• Premier Farm Credit
• Republican River Water 

Conservation District
• Roggen Farmers’ 

Elevator Association
• Rosenbrock Family Trust
• Rupple Farms. LLC
• Sanders, Doris 
• Seltzer, Timothy & Jennifer 
• Shavano Conservation District
• Spanish Peaks-Purgatoire 

River Water Conservation
• Thompson, Lex 
• United Power
• Victor Leffler & Sons
• Weathers, Byron and LaLani 
• Weld County Bi-Products, Inc.
• Williams, Lynn

• Anderson, Don & Alice 
• Aschermann, Nancy 
• Baca County 

Conservation District
• Bengtson, Anni 
• BMA Farms
• Boldt, Laura 
• Bookcliff Soil 

Conservation District
• Bornhoft, II, Tom
• Bratton, L. Richard  
• Buck, Perry & Kenneth 
• Burger, Marilynn & Arthur 
• Byrne, Pat and Linda 
• Certain, Claudia 
• Cheyenne Conservation 

District
• Cheyenne County 

Farm Bureau
• Colorado First 

Conservation District
• Colorado Seed Growers 

Association
• Colorado Seed Industry 

Association
• Cripple Cowboy Cow Outfit
• Cross, Ann 
• Crowley County Extension
• Cutting Edge Ag and Turf Inc.
• Decker, Peter 
• Delta CattleWomen
• Desert Weyr, LLC
• Don Anderson, Inc.

• Double El & Agate 
Conservation District

• Dry Creek Ranch, LLC.
• Dugualla Bay Company, LLC
• Duke, Ben & Laurie 
• East Otero Conservation 

District
• Elbert Douglas County 

Livestock Association
• Engler Ranch
• Ewe Bet Ranch
• Fritzler Farms, Inc.
• Full Circle Ag & 

Wastewater, LLC
• Garvey, Lorraine 
• Hass, Constance 
• Hawk, John 
• HLC Land and Cattle LLC
• Johnson, Bruce A. 
• Johnson, Greg 
• Kegerreis, Gerry 
• Kochis, Jan 
• Kraft Family Dairies LLC
• Lazy J Quarter Circle Ranch
• Left Hand Grange #9
• Locke, Patricia
• Longmont Conservation 

District
• Luitjens Bahr, Jennifer 
• Mathews, Randy and Erin 
• Maxey Farms LLC
• McCaleb, Julie & Michael 
• McEachen, Tiffany & Nathan 

• Mesa County CattleWomen
• Metli, Sherry & John 
• Miller, Maria 
• Moellenberg Ranch
• Monte Vista Cooperative
• Montoya Cattle of 

Colorado Inc.
• Montrose CattleWomen
• Nelson, Sam 
• Nissen Farms, LLC
• Northern Feed & Bean 

of Lucerne LTD
• Offenbacker, Sharon 
• Olney Boone 

Conservation District
• Oswald, Charles 
• Oswald, Steve & Nancy 
• Parkview Mountain Ranch
• Phippeny, Ruth & Dale 
• Prairie Natural Lamb
• Pueblo County Stockman’s 

Association
• Rainbolt, Ben & Pam 
• Rasplicka, Jody 
• Ridinger Cattle Company
• Russell, Linda 
• Ruyle, Ronald & Sharon 
• San Juan Basin Farm Bureau
• Scharpe, Jennifer
• Schwalm Bros. Inc.
• Schwalm Farms
• Schwartz, Suzanne 
• Scott, Todd and Kim 

• Seaworth Farms, Inc.
• Shea Feedlot LLP
• Showers, Myron & Kathleen 
• Siebring, Marcia 
• Slayter, Karrie 
• Sohrweid, Gary and Nancy 
• South Pueblo 

Conservation District
• Spittoon Ranch
• Stanko Ranch
• Stencel, John and Marian 
• Stevenson, Bill 
• Suncor Energy
• Tallent, Nancy & Robert 
• Taylor, Kevin and Ranette 
• Turkey Creek 

Conservation District
• Uniscope, Inc.
• Valley Veterinary Clinic
• Victory Grange #452
• Vondy, Arven & Carol 
• Vondy, Doug 
• Wacker, Chris & Debra 
• Wallace, George 
• Walther, Ben 
• Washington County 

Cowbelles
• Weaver, Maxine 
• Weiderspon, Gloria 
• West Otero Timpas 

Conservation District
• Winter Farms
• Zabrisky, Ed and Barbara 

Giving $1 to $249:Giving $1 to $249:

It is with sincere appreciation that we recognize and thank all of these organizations and individuals for their generous gifts and support 
during the 2018-2019 fiscal year. A complete list of current-year sponsors may be found at www.GrowingYourFuture.com.



Through your generous support, the Colorado Foundation for Through your generous support, the Colorado Foundation for 
Agriculture reached more than 317,500 Colorado educators Agriculture reached more than 317,500 Colorado educators 

and students during the 2018-2019 school year.and students during the 2018-2019 school year.

There is still time to make your annual tax deductible contribution to the Colorado Foundation for There is still time to make your annual tax deductible contribution to the Colorado Foundation for 
Agriculture. Visit www.GrowingYourFuture.com for donation information. When you give to the Colorado Agriculture. Visit www.GrowingYourFuture.com for donation information. When you give to the Colorado 

Foundation for Agriculture, you help make the next generation agriculturally literate. We need your support.Foundation for Agriculture, you help make the next generation agriculturally literate. We need your support.

10343 Federal Blvd Unit J Box 224
Westminster, CO 80260

970-818-3308
www.GrowingYourFuture.com
Info@GrowingYourFuture.com
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Colorado Foundation for Agriculture
Agriculture in the Classroom
Colorado

Sent out 5 issues of the Colorado Reader reaching 300,000 students

Mailed 8,275 copies of the Activity Books on water, cattle, wool and sheep, and eggs

Had direct contact with more than 9,150 students by CFA staff and volunteers

Hosted two Food, Fiber, and More Summer AgriCULTURE Institutes

2018-2019 CFA Annual Report2018-2019 CFA Annual Report

Stay up-to-date with the Colorado Foundation 
for Agriculture by signing up on our website 

to receive our e-newsletter and following 
us on Facebook @GrowingYourFuture.


