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Once upon a time
there was a farm dog
named Steiger. Steiger
was a Miniature Blue
Heeler who weighs 20
pounds and stands 15
inches tall. He was living a
very happy life, and he got
to go to the Sutter County
Rice Farm with Farmer
Joel every morning.



One morning Farmer Joel drove to the farm with Steiger.
Once they got to the farm, Farmer Joel let Steiger out of the
truck. Steiger got out and saw a huge plane flying by at 100
miles per hour planting the rice. He was so excited to watch
the rice fall from the sky.




After the rice was planted by the plane, Steiger
couldn’t wait to go check on the rice with Farmer
Joel each day so he could chase the Tweety Birds.
Chasing Tweety Birds is Steiger’s favorite thing to
do of all time.
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After chasing Tweety Birds and checking the rice
every day for four months it was finally. September and




As soon as they arrived
at the field for the first day of
harvest, Steiger ran as fast
as he could and chased all

: the Tweety Birds he % l;'ﬂ
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After he had scared them all away he got very tired and
then Farmer Joel said to Steiger, “It is time to get in the
harvester.” Steiger ran back and jumped up the ladder and

into the harvester where he laid down near Farmer Joel’s
feet and took a big nap.




While Steiger was asleep, Farmer Joel filled up the back
of the harvester seven times full of rice and then filled up
three bankouts with rice. Each time after Farmer Joel filled
up the bankout with the rice he harvested, the bankout driver
would take the rice and empty it into the rice trailer. By the
time Steiger finished his nap, Farmer Joel had already harvested
over 80,000 pounds of rice and it was time for dinner.
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For dinner Farmer Joel and Steiger
ate rice and chicken, and after that they
went home, and Steiger went and laid in
his doggy bed.
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He fell fast asleep
and dreamed about
chasing Tweety Birds
all night! THE END.
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5TH GRADE
TEACHER: NICK MADDALENA

A ride on a rice harvester started it all! Josephine
accompanied her Uncle Joel, along with his dog,
Steiger, on a harvester ride, and she found the
experience story-worthy. The fifth-grader did a lot
of research to tell her tale, and especially enjoyed
learning that rice can be planted by plane, and the
importance of the crop to migrating birds.

Josephine is hopeful readers gain an understanding
of where their rice comes from (often Sutter County)
and how it is grown. She’s excited to be a published
author and anticipates accepting her Imagine this...
award with Uncle Joel and Steiger in attendance.









