Hooty the Owl
— —

Paul Rios, Teacher | Hale Charter Academy
LOS ANGELES COUNTY

lllustrated by: Monterey Trail High School

































56

ABOUT the AUTHOR

Henry Moon

Hale Charter Academy
Paul Rios, Teacher

Humor helped Henry's writing process. “My
favorite part was writing the jokes,” he said.

On a serious note, he hopes readers learn about
the importance of owls to the ecosystem and to
agriculture. He also hopes readers appreciate the
humor sprinkled throughout the story. Henry, a
student from Los Angeles County, was surprised
at how easy it was to initially write the story and
noted that he learned a lot in the process of
writing a rough draft through the final copy.
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These high school juniors think this story is a hoot! Pun
intended. They learned a lot throughout the illustration
process, first about great horned owls, and their
importance to agriculture, but they also learned about
experimenting with new art techniques and collaboration.

After researching the topic, including watching a short
documentary on great horned owls, studying their
anatomy, how their wings fold and other characteristics,
they divided up the story and started creating. The
team decided on the overall character design and color
schemes followed by sketching, adding ink, color, and
final touches.

They enjoyed creating nature-themed art, working as
a team, and making Hooty (and his jokes) come to life!
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