
Farm to Fork Capitol Here We Come
AITC Conference

September 26-28, 2025

We're back! In the Farm to Fork Capitol, that is.

Don't miss the Ag in the Classroom Conference this September in Sacramento. Explore new and
engaging ways to bring agriculture into your classroom.

Our conference, designed for PreK-12 educators, administrators, and volunteers, is an exciting
opportunity to collaborate with fellow educators who share your passion for agriculture and learn
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about incorporating food and fiber into all curricular areas.

But wait, there's more! Here are three reasons to register today:

Farmer Panel: Back by popular demand! Join us for a lively conversation with California farmers
and get a firsthand look at life on the farm. Ever wondered when watermelons get planted—or what
it’s like waiting for them to ripen? Curious about wheat harvests or other crops grown in the Golden
State? Bring your questions and curiosity. We’ll cover it all!

Hands-on Learning: Make ‘N’ Take sessions are packed with creativity and fun! These short,
interactive workshops invite participants to make something on the spot and take it home with
them. These sessions are a fun and engaging way to encourage creativity and hands-on learning.

Sneak Peek: Field Trip Stops!
Get ready for an unforgettable ag-venture at this year’s California Agriculture in the Classroom
Conference! From day one, you’ll have boots (or tennis shoes) on the ground as you go behind the
scenes at farms, school sites, and ag-centered venues across the valley. 

Explore the Elk Grove Unified Central Kitchen and the Leo Palmiter Jr./Sr. High School, a
school with its own orchard and café serving fresh foods grown right on campus.
See sustainability in action at Fiery Ginger Farm, marvel at hands on learning at the UC
Davis Student Farm, and experience food processing firsthand at Pacific Coast Producers’
tomato processing plant.
Discover the power of pollinators at Tauzer Apiaries, and dig into dairy, rice, and produce
operations at Montna Farms, Tollcrest Dairy, and Vierra Farms. 
Learn about growing wholesale organic food grade products from Pleasant Grove
Farms and take a hands on tour of the inspiring Food Literacy Center, where students learn
cooking, nutrition, gardening and active play to improve their health and enviroment.

Each location showcases the diversity of California agriculture and offers practical, real-world
connections you can bring back to your classroom—you won't want to miss it!

� ️ Special Friday Night Bonus: Terra Madre Americas Festival!
After Friday’s field trips, join us at the Terra Madre Americas Festival for an evening of global
flavors, chef demos, and cultural connection. A can’t-miss celebration of sustainable food and
community! Learn more →

Early Bird Registration: (May 2 - August 11): $345
Regular Registration: (August 12 - September 10): $385
Last Day to register is September 10

REGISTER TODAY
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Taste and Teach Open
Do you want to be part of the Taste and Teach fun? You can!

Selected teachers will receive a binder full of teaching resources and a $100 gift card to buy
commodities at your participating grocery store.

Taste and Teach, sponsored by Raley's and Stater Bros. Markets, explores twelve different
California commodities throughout the school year. Students engage in taste testing and hands-on
activities.

But wait, there's more! Even if you are not selected to receive the gift card, you can still participate.
All resources are FREE.

APPLY TO TASTE AND TEACH 

https://learnaboutag.org/tasteandteach/


Let's start with the basics: What is a favorite California commodity?
My favorite commodity would be cherries. The season in California is short, and I look
forward to cherry season every year.
 
What is your favorite way to eat/prepare the cherries? 
My favorite way to eat cherries is by themselves or in a homemade cherry pie!

How long have you been teaching students about agriculture?
I have been teaching students about agriculture for the past 14 years. I have been fortunate
enough to learn from some of the best agricultural educators in the state, and that has
allowed me to shape and enrich my students' lives. School Based Agricultural Education
(SBAE) has grown and evolved into so many different facets, and I believe students have a
unique opportunity to learn about the pathway that suits them the most and follow it into a
career.

What is your favorite AITC program, resource, or event, and why?
My favorite AITC resource is the foundation’s staff. I have been able to interact with several of
them and they have all been so accommodating and helpful.

Do you have any advice for other teachers on how to bring agriculture into their
classrooms?
Integrating agriculture into the classroom can provide students with valuable hands-on
learning experiences that enhance their understanding of science, sustainability, and food
systems.



One effective approach is to create a school garden where students can participate in
planting, maintaining, and harvesting crops. This activity not only teaches them about plant
biology and ecology but also fosters teamwork and responsibility.

Additionally, incorporating lessons on the importance of local farming and sustainable
practices can help students appreciate the role of agriculture in their communities and the
environment.

Any Ag-ha moments in your classroom?
Key moments in teaching often include witnessing a student's breakthrough understanding or
successfully engaging with the class in a challenging discussion. These experiences highlight
the impact of effective teaching but also foster a deeper connection between students and the
learning process.

What’s your secret sauce to make your students interested in agriculture? 
I engage students in agriculture by incorporating hands-on activities like gardening or
opportunies that allow them to experience the agricultural industry firsthand. Additionally,
connecting students to agricultural concepts to their everyday lives to highlight its relevance
and importance. 

Why should teachers bring agriculture into their classrooms?
Allowing students to become educated about the agricultural industry will allow them to be
better citizens. It is interesting to think about, but every student I teach will be eligible to vote
in the next election. As California currently has 39,000,000 residents, it is important to reflect
on the fact that as we take on new residents, our food and water must come from
somewhere. California already has the safest food in the world, and we should look at
protecting that.

BE OR NOMINATE A TEACHER FEATURE: EMAIL US HERE!

mailto:Jennifer@LearnAboutAg.org


Celebrate National Dairy Month with our Say Cheese! Ag-Bite—an engaging
activity that explores the process of making mozzarella cheese while connecting
students to California’s dairy industry! Originally designed for grades 9–12, this
resource can easily be adapted for younger students with a little creativity,
making it perfect for classrooms, camps, or home learning. Students will dive into
the science behind cheese making, learn fun dairy facts, and follow step-by-step
instructions to make their own fresh mozzarella. It’s a hands-on, delicious way to
bring agriculture to life! Check it out at LearnAboutAg.org and get ready to say
“cheese!” �

 CHEESE MAKING RESOURCE
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Sprouting School
Gardens Grant

The Sprouting School Gardens
Grant brings hands-on learning and
nutrition education to life by supporting
school gardens and classroom cooking
programs.

​Grants range in size from $5,000 to
$10,000 and support school-garden
program operations, program supplies,
and educator stipends.

Apply by June 18, 2025.

APPLY FOR GRANT

https://www.sprouts.com/about/sprouts-foundation/grants/






Calling All Presenters
Help others bring agriculture into the
classroom by sharing your knowledge at the
AITC Conference this fall in Sacramento.

We are accepting submittals for workshop



presentations and Make 'N' Take
presentations (short hands-on activities,
where participants get to make, then take,
their creations).

Workshop Proposal Form
Make 'N' Take Proposal Form
Deadline: June 16, 2025

Agriculture industry organizations, partners and friends!

Join us for an exciting opportunity to showcase your organization and resources while
networking with educators throughout the Golden State. See more information, below.

https://form.jotform.com/250125371025141
https://form.jotform.com/250354845742157


INDUSTRY RECEPTION INFORMATION

Writing Contest from Ag in the Classroom
Submission dates August 1-October 1
NEW dates! 

We want your students' stories!

Ag in the Classroom's writing contest is for
California-based students in grades 3-8.

Students select an agriculture topic, research it,
and write a creative story, real or imagined.
This process aligns with Common Core State
Standards (W.3-8.2,3).

Talented high school art students illustrate the
winning stories

​More Infromation: HERE.

CA Agriculture in the Classroom Conference
September 26-28, 2025
Sacramento, CA

The conference is designed for PreK-12 grade
educators, administrators, and volunteers to
learn and share how to incorporate food and
fiber into all curricular areas.

From hands-on learning and workshops to
engaging guest speakers and field trips, this
event is an incredible way to learn how to bring
agriculture education into the classroom.

Registration open!
Find out more HERE.

Help us continue providing FREE programs and materials that create an

awareness and understanding of agriculture among California's educators

and students.

MAKE A DONATION
TODAY!
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Stay Connected! @LearnAboutAg ​
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