
Fantastic Fact:
Twenty-five percent of an apple's volume is air which is why it floats! 
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WHAT'S IN SEASON?

ALL ABOUT GRAPES
California Foundation for Agriculture in
the Classroom has partnered with the
Fresno Unified School District to help
develop resources for students and
teachers throughout the district to

LearnAboutAg! This month’s featured
commodity is Grapes! Learn more using

the poster and newsletter on our
website! 

AITC Taste and Teach Program

The wait is over! Apply today!

https://learnaboutagathome.wordpress.com/
https://ca.agclassroom.org/programs/contest/
https://learnaboutag.org/resources/fusd/
https://learnaboutag.org/tasteandteach/
https://learnaboutag.org/grants/life/


We are excited to announce a special
opportunity for a six-month Taste and Teach
program to serve educators that have been
eager to participate in our Taste and Teach
program, but do not have access to Raley’s
or Stater Bros grocery stores.

Fifty selected educators will receive a $60 gift
card to purchase featured California-grown
commodities (fruits, vegetables and nuts!)
each month beginning in November and
ending in April.
 
Participants will also receive a binder full of
helpful resources, including instructions on
how to lead students in a taste test while meeting California Academic
Standards. The program is open to California K-12 students and requires
teachers to complete a pre- and post-test with their students.

Applications are due October 11

For more information and to apply, visit HERE!

STORY WRITING
CONTEST

DEADLINE APPROACHING!

It's the final countdown...and we want
your students' stories! Get the scoop
below:

WHO: California students grades 3-8

WHAT: Stories, real or imagined, based
on experiences or events relating to
accurate information about California
agriculture

WHEN: All stories due by November 1st

WHY: To get their name in lights! Or at least in print. Winning stories are published
in our annual story book, Imagine this...Stories Inspired by Agriculture.  State
winners get an all expense paid trip, along with their teacher and two
parents/guardians to the State Capitol for an awards ceremony that takes place
during National Agriculture week.

HOW: More information and ENTRY FORM FOUND HERE!

The Imagine this...Story Writing Contest, can be used as an instructional tool, as a
form of motivation to practice writing skills and as a way to use agricultural themes
as a vehicle for teaching current California Academic Standards.

https://learnaboutag.org/grants/tasteteach/
https://cdn.agclassroom.org/ca/programs/contest/entry_form.pdf


Jane Hills
Grades taught: 5th

School: Pacific Union
Elementary School

County: Fresno County 

How and when did you first learn
about Ag in the Classroom?
It’s been a long time! My sister told me
about it and when I started teaching 25
years ago, there was a kindergarten teacher who used resources from Ag in the
Classroom.
 
How long have you been teaching students about agriculture?
I have been around agriculture for a long time, as I grew up in Fresno County. It
was natural for me to include agriculture in my early teaching and I continue to do
so today.
 
What is your favorite AITC program/resource/event and why?
Too many to choose just one! I have used the Cream of the Crop newspaper,
Imagine this…Story Writing Contest, taste testing, and Literacy for Life Grants. 
I have also used quite a few of the lessons over the course of the years.
 
Describe an agriculture-based project you have been involved in lately.
Last year I received a grant for Literacy for Life and used that to purchase
germination trays, seeds, and soil for my students. Even with the pandemic and
distance learning, we were able to get all the supplies to the students. They LOVED
it! They really enjoyed watching their seeds germinate and planting them outside. It
was great!

Do you have any advice for other teachers on how to implement agriculture
into their classrooms?
Students love any of these hands-on activities. There is always something to learn
and all the subjects can be connected to agriculture. 

We have to ask, favorite California commodities?
That is a tough one! Having lived in the central valley for most of my life, I am used
to an abundance of fruit and vegetables. A couple of my favorites are cucumbers
and squash. I love to plant a big garden and grow these items.

Are you an educator including agriculture in your
classroom?

Sign up to be a future Teacher Feature!

Please send an interest email to info@LearnAboutAg.org.



IT'S PUMPKIN TIME!

Long before pumpkin spice
everything, scientists say there were
seeds of plants related to the
pumpkin. Pumpkins are technically a
fruit and California is one of the top
pumpkin producing states in the
nation. Find other fascinating facts,
pumpkin primers and a fun activity
for students below!

Case of the Missing Pumpkin
(Grades K-2)
Pumpkins and Squash Treasures of the New World (Grades 3-7)

The California Fertilizer
Foundation Garden Grant

Program is Back! 
The California Fertilizer Foundation (CFF) has
resumed its grant program after pausing due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. Each year CFF awards 24 California schools with a $1,200
Garden Grant to start or enhance a current garden program on the school's campus.
Schools must have resumed in-person learning for at least one semester to be
considered for the grant. The application deadline is October 31, 2021.

Apply HERE!

First-ever National Conference
Focused on School Gardens!

Save the date for a first of its kind conference!
The Growing School Gardens Summit will take place
in Denver, Colorado from April 22-25, 2022. Life Lab
and Sprouts Healthy Communities Foundation have
partnered to host the event and encourage all who
may be interested in leading a workshop or lightning
talk at the Summit to apply now. More information
and registration details can be found HERE.

https://agclassroom.org/matrix/lesson/623/
https://cdn.agclassroom.org/ca/resources/grab/pumpkins.pdf
http://calfertilizer.org/CFF grant application 2021-22 - First Time Applicant.pdf
https://schoolgardensummit.org/


For Educators

The California Science
Education Experience
Event Location: Virtual
Event Dates:

October 8-10, 2021

The California Association of
Science Educators is hosting the
California Science Education
Experience. This virtual conference
will provide professional learning
for science educators to add to
their classroom. AITC is
participating in the Journey 2050
workshop on October 9th. Journey
2050 is a free STEM program to
engage students in grades 6-12 on
the issues and complexities of
feeding the world's population in
2050 by balancing society,
economic, and environmental
factors. More information and
details can be found, here.

Scholarships for National
Ag in the Classroom
Conference
Event Dates:

Apply by October 15th

Applications for White-Reinhardt
Scholarships to the 2022 National
Ag in the Classroom Conference in
New York for full time educators
and/or volunteers that actively
participate in classroom ag literacy
programs or events are now being
accepted.
Apply here.

Bzzz! Bee Grants Deadline
Event Dates:

Apply by October 15th

Whole Kids Foundation in
partnership with the Bee Cause
Project have opened up their Bee
grant applications. These grant
programs allow for schools and
non-profit organizations to receive
support for educational beehives
and bee programming so students
can observe bees up close and
learn about the vital role these
pollinators play in our food system.
More information here.

2021 Expanded Learning
Opportunites with STEAM
Back-To-School Pre-
Conference/California
STEAM Symposium
Event Location: Virtual
Event Dates:

October 21-23, 2021

The California STEAM Symposium is
co-hosting a virtual conference on
October 21-23, 2021. This event
will allow STEAM educators to
collaborate with STEAM
experts. More information can be
found, here.

Ventura County Farm Day
Event Location: Ventura County
Event Date:

November 6, 2021

Save the date for the ninth annual
Ventura County Farm Day,
presented by SEEAG! Enjoy free
activities and agricultural tours
hosted at a variety of different
farms, ranches, and agricultural
organizations across the county.
More information to come, here.

http://conference.cascience.org/registration/general-information
https://cascience.org/
http://conference.cascience.org/
https://www.agfoundation.org/projects/ag-scholarships
https://www.agfoundation.org/projects/ag-scholarships
https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/programs/honey-bee-hive-grant?utm_source=Whole+Kids+Foundation&utm_campaign=6b3f83e37f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_09_18_09_58_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_01a9824f70-6b3f83e37f-1306978&mc_cid=6b3f83e37f&mc_eid=9e2f9e3311
https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/programs/honey-bee-hive-grant?utm_source=Whole+Kids+Foundation&utm_campaign=6b3f83e37f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_09_18_09_58_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_01a9824f70-6b3f83e37f-1306978&mc_cid=6b3f83e37f&mc_eid=9e2f9e3311
https://cdefoundation.org/cde_programs/steam/
https://cdefoundation.org/cde_programs/steam/
https://www.venturacountyfarmday.com/
https://www.seeag.org/
https://www.venturacountyfarmday.com/


Cal Water H2O Challenge
Event Location: Throughout
California, Classrooms grades 4-6.
Register by:
November 30, 2021

Cal Water H2O Challenge's
Classroom Challenge is a project-
based, environmentally-focused
competition for classrooms.
Register for the Classroom
Challenge by November 30, 2021
and you will be entered into a
drawing for a chance to win a $500
grant to help your classroom with
your project. Register here.

For Students

Imagine this...Story Writing
Contest
Deadline:

November 1, 2021

Students grades 3-8 write
narratives, real or imagined, based
on experiences or events relating to
accurate information about
California agriculture.

Monterey County
Agricultural Education
Farm Day
Event Location: Salinas, Ca
Event Dates:

November 3-4, 2021

The Farm Day Experience provides
basic, current facts about the agricultural
industry in Monterey county, gives
students and teachers the opportunity to
become familiar with food production,
and makes the important, personal
contact with farming that has been lost
through increased urbanization. It also
gives those involved in agriculture a
chance to interact with the enthusiastic
and interested children – and adults.

San Joaquin County
AgVenture
Event Location: Manteca, Ca
Event Dates:

November 4, 2021

San Joaquin County AgVenture is
an agriculture and nutrition
education program for 3rd graders
in San Joaquin County. Each
student has the opportunity to
attend one of three FREE
AgVenture events throughout San
Joaquin County based on their
school location where they will
learn about local agriculture,
nutrition, water and soil and so
much more. For more information
contact sjcagventure@yahoo.com.

Agribee™ Agricultural
Spelling Bee
Event Location: Butte, Colusa, Glenn,
Sutter, Tehama and Yuba Counties
Event Dates:

November 19, 2021

Butte County Farm Bureau’s
Agribee™ Contest is back! The
Agribee is a define and spell bee,
using agriculturally related words,
for fourth and fifth grade students.
The program is currently available
to schools in Butte, Colusa, Glenn,
Sutter, Tehama, and Yuba Counties
in California. Each participating
school organizes a school-wide
Agribee and identifies two finalists
who compete in a Agribee Finals.
The Agribee Final Contest first-
place student will receive a laptop
computer and a special, agriculture

https://challenge.calwater.com/
https://challenge.calwater.com/classroom-challenge/registration
https://learnaboutag.org/programs/contest/
http://montereycountyageducation.org/index.php?page=farm-day-schedule
http://montereycountyageducation.org/index.php?page=farm-day-schedule
https://www.sjcagventure.com/
mailto:sjcagventure@yahoo.com
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.buttefarmbureau.com%2Fprograms%2Fagribee&data=04%7C01%7Cjennifer%40LEARNABOUTAG.org%7Ccd5ed02e7e2c4d0092e908d96cce1fb8%7C8213ac7c9da54f9b9c40e0372e5a7659%7C0%7C0%7C637660454820065593%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=v8QFv%2FD0O14pyxzECg2Wmr9Ha12d%2FXl%2B%2BGi2wlsFbfg%3D&reserved=0


focused field trip for the student’s
class. Each Agribee participant is
commended for their hard work and
receives a t-shirt and certificate.
Agribee Finals will be held on
Friday, November 19th.
To register a class to participate in
Agribee 2021 please visit:
Agribee-Butte County Farm Bureau
(buttefarmbureau.com)

Show Your Support for Agricultural Literacy
Help us continue providing programs and materials that create an awareness and understanding of

agriculture among California's educators and students. Make a donation today!

Stay Connected! @LearnAboutAg 

     

http://www.buttefarmbureau.com/programs/agribee
https://cfaitc.z2systems.com/donation.jsp?campaign=454&
https://www.facebook.com/learnaboutag/
https://twitter.com/learnaboutag/
https://www.instagram.com/learnaboutag/

