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Fantastic Ag Fact:                                
Columbus and Spanish explorers named bell peppers for their "bell" shape while
searching for peppercorn plants to make black pepper.
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LearnAboutAg® - A Message
from Secretary Karen Ross,
California Department of Food &
Agriculture
 
LearnAboutAg® - Annual Survey
 
Teacher Feature 

Featured Resource

Grant Feature  

More Ways to LearnAboutAg®

Community Events for
Educators and Students

Support LearnAboutAg®

Suzanne Squires, CFAITC's
Outstanding Educator of the Year

and National Excellence in Teaching
about Agriculture Award recipient

will be honored on Live on Tuesday,
June 9 at 7:00 a.m. on National
Agriculture in the Classroom's

Facebook Page. 

 

http://learnaboutag.org/about/newsletter.cfm
https://www.facebook.com/learnaboutag/
https://www.youtube.com/user/learnaboutag/
https://twitter.com/learnaboutag/
https://www.instagram.com/learnaboutag/
https://www.facebook.com/NationalAgricultureInTheClassroom/
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A Message from Secretary Karen Ross, 
California Department of Food &

Agriculture 

CDFA Secretary Karen Ross Addresses CA Teachers

Ag in the Classroom Annual Survey
 

California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom is working to
continue educating students about the important role of agriculture in
our lives. Now, more than ever, we have come to realize how much we
depend on a stable food supply and the supply chain that delivers these

California grown products to our stores.  
 

You play an important role in our success. With your use of our
resources and teaching the importance of agriculture, you can provide

valuable feedback to the future of our programs! Please take our annual
survey and we will send you a class set of seeds, snacks or resources! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7AMo2tHlNC8
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Take Our Survey Here!

Elsie Bohorquez
Grades taught: Kindergarten
School: Riverside Drive Charter 
County: Los Angeles County

1. How and when did you first learn
of Ag in the Classroom?

I learned about Ag in the Classroom in
2017 when I applied for a "Literacy for
Life" Grant. 

2. How long have you been
teaching students about
agriculture? 
I have been exposing my
kindergarteners to agriculture for about
nine years. I started by taking students
on a field trip to a local farm and
introducing them to growing organically
and harvesting crops.  This led to me growing and planting with
students in the classroom and in the school garden. My favorite
activity has been making a sunflower house in the school garden
after reading Sunflower House by Eve Bunting.

3. What is your favorite AITC program/resource/event and
why? 
My favorite AITC program is Taste and Teach Program because it
introduces students to produce grown in California. It allows
students to try fruits and vegetables that are locally grown. In my
classroom we have a monthly "Fruit and Veggie Party."  Students
are excited to try the fruits and veggies even if they were hesitant
to try them before or thought they didn't like it.

4. Describe an agriculture-based project you have been
involved in lately? 
Every year my students act in the "Little Red Hen." This year I
thought it would be fun for students to grow wheat and turn it into

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CFAITCAnnualSurvey
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bread, just like the character. My students and I were able to plant
seeds and tend to our growing wheat. We unfortunately did not get
to harvest the wheat or bake bread together as a class due to
COVID-19 and the closure of our school. But thanks to technology,
we were able to watch a video about harvesting. I personally
baked the bread and shared it virtually and some of my students
even baked bread with their families!

5. Do you have any advice for other teachers on how to
implement agriculture into their classrooms? 
I would suggest starting small. Visit a local grocery store or farm,
teach students about local organic produce, start an herb garden
outside your classroom, or grow seeds in an egg carton. Do
anything that will engage and excite your students about
agriculture!

Make Your Own Yogurt

June is National Dairy Month!
Celebrate California's number
#1 commodity using this
STEM activity from the Dairy
Council of California to Make
Your Own Yogurt! 

Ask students to discuss and
journal about their
experience:

What does the yogurt
look, smell, feel and
taste like?
Describe and compare
the texture, color,
appearance, taste and
smell of the yogurt.
Can you tell the
difference between

https://www.healthyeating.org/
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yogurts? (fun to do as blind taste test)
Discuss what "fermentation" means and how it affects the
taste and texture.

Download your copy today!

Green Thumb Challenge Grants
 

These $500 awards recognize continued
sustainability of an exceptional youth
garden program that has demonstrated
success. The Green Education Foundation
and Gardener's Supply Company have
teamed up to provide an opportunity to
enhance and showcase youth gardens. 

Applications are due September 30. 

Click here for more information
 

Looking for more grant opportunities? Check out
Ag in the Classroom's upcoming opportunities!

Look at Agriculture... Organically Grants:
Applications Open July 1 - August 31

Literacy for Life Grants: Applications Open August 1 - October 1

Taste and Teach Grants: Applications Open August 5 - August 23

National Agriculture in the Classroom
Virtual Summit   

https://healthyeating.org/products-and-activities/community-education/tip-sheets/myplate
http://www.greeneducationfoundation.org/greenthumbchallengesub/green-thumb-challenge-winners.html
https://www.learnaboutag.org/grants/organic.cfm
https://www.learnaboutag.org/grants/life.cfm
https://www.learnaboutag.org/tasteandteach/index.cfm
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June 24-25, 2020

In lieu of the National Agriculture in
the Classroom scheduled for this
month in Salt Lake City, National
Agriculture in the Classroom is hosting
a virtual summit! All educators are
invited to participate for
FREE! Workshop sessions presented by
Agriculture in the Classroom state
contacts, pre-kindergarten through
12th grade teachers and National Center for Agricultural Literacy lesson
developers will be featured. Download/view a detailed agenda with
workshop descriptions and presenter bios.

Register Here 
You must register to receive the Zoom links for the workshops.

Registration is Open - Join Us! 
2020 CA Agriculture in the Classroom Conference

September 24-26, 2020
Ventura, CA

By September, we'all need a break from Zoom and
hope to come together safely to LearnAboutAg® with
our friends from throughout the state! 

Register now to attend the 2020 CA Agriculture in the
Classroom Conference! Come and learn about the
importance of educating our youth about food and fiber
through all subject areas. The program at a glance and hotel
accommodation information is now available!

We are so excited to announce our dynamic keynote speakers, Dr.
Frank Mitloehner and Dr. Rose Hayden-Smith! We cannot wait for them
to share their expertise with you on sustainable agriculture and victory
gardens! 

Learn More about the Conference! 
Should it be necessary to postpone our conference, full refunds will be available. 

 

Looking for more ways to be involved?

https://agclassroom.org/conferences/virtual_agenda.pdf
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/NationalAgricultureintheClass/VirtualAgLitSummit.html
https://animalscience.ucdavis.edu/people/faculty/frank-mitloehner
https://www.morningagclips.com/a-century-later-victory-gardens-connect-americans/?fbclid=IwAR2G5XWgRz4sIEv6HhvLHdcuJKzGVqlLgSjJpwK6gxie27YwACODZxct7BA
https://learnaboutag.org/programs/conference.cfm


6/5/20, 6(57 AM

Page 7 of 8https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/em/ecampaign/previewTest?aid=1134360672261&view=html&jp=false&isDirty=false

Present a Workshop
Be an Exhibitor
Host a 'Taste of California' Dinner

Please confirm the Educator and Student events are still happening
before you plan to attend because so many public and education

events have been, and continue to be, cancelled and/or postponed. 

If you are looking for digital activities to do with your class, check out
our #LearnAboutAg@Home campaign! Fun, educational, and

standard-aligned activities are added each day!

Event Name and Description Event Location Event Date

Teachers' Ag Seminar
Discover different ways to bring agriculture into your
classroom by learning hands-on experiences from
local farmers and ranchers. The seminar will include
presentations, tours, activies and free resources for
your classroom. Registration is $60 before June 1
and $75 afterwards.
Contact kernag_ed@yahoo.com for a registration
form. 

Bakersfield, CA July 13-15, 2020

Life Lab Workshops
Life Lab has trained tens of thousands of educators
across the nation! Sign up today for one of their
many workshops, spring through summer!

Santa Cruz, CA Upcoming
Workshops: 

July 23-24
September
11
September
24-25
October 24

https://calendar.google.com/calendar?cid=cmVuZWVAbGVhcm5hYm91dGFnLm9yZw
https://form.jotform.com/200235247625146
https://form.jotform.com/200235754423145
https://form.jotform.com/200427471919154
http://learnaboutagathome.wordpress.com/
https://www.mckellarfamilyfarms.com/farmtours
mailto:kernag_ed@yahoo.com
https://lifelab.z2systems.com/np/clients/lifelab/eventList.jsp
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Show Your Support for Agricultural Literacy
Help us continue providing programs and materials that create an awareness and
understanding of agriculture among California's educators and students. Make
a donation today!

Stay Connected! @LearnAboutAg

California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom,
2600 River Plaza Drive Ste 220, Sacramento, CA 95833
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