
NEWSLETTER FOR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM

GROWING…WITH YOUR SUPPORT.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.LEARNABOUTAG.ORG!
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CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURE  
IN THE CLASSROOM  

CONFERENCE

More than 200 educators from across 
the state joined us in Sacramento for 
the 36th Annual Ag in the Classroom 
Conference in September. 

The conference, spanning three days, took 
attendees from the farm to the fork, quite 
literally, as we had collaborative events with 
the Sacramento Farm to Fork Festival, 
which was occurring simultaneously with 
our conference.  

OH, THE PLACES THEY WENT! 
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Knowin' What's Growin'

SAVE THE DATE

Seed SurvivorSeed Survivor  

Mobile Classroom Tour Mobile Classroom Tour 

November 2023- March 2024 
 
 

National Agriculture 

Week 

Special Events

March/April 2024
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Have you ever wondered what kind of crops are growing along the side of the 
road as you drive down Interstate 5? You’re not alone. 
Ag in the Classroom was recently awarded a Specialty Crops Block Grant, which 
will support the development of a new web-based application Knowin’ What’s 
Growin’. The app will help users identify what’s growing throughout the Golden 
State and learn more about the production practices and the crop’s commodity 
value. Is that a pear or pistachio tree I just passed? A tap of the app will tell you. 

The overall goal of the project is to increase 
specialty crop awareness and consumption 
among California’s fourth-grade students and 
teachers. The specific age-related audience is 
ultimately what helped Ag in the Classroom 
secure this grant.  
Research shows that 93 percent of children 
under-consume vegetables and 60 percent 
under-consume fruit, a serious issue.  

Increasing fruit and vegetable consumption in 
children could help improve overall health and 
reduce the risk of chronic diseases in adulthood. 
Teaching students about California specialty crop 
uses and benefits helps increase the consumption of 
those commodities. 

The project goal is to reach 1,600 California fourth 
graders and teachers with knowledge about 
specialty crops, using the innovative app with 
geo-specific crop information and kid-friendly 
recipes, along with a teachers’ guide aligned to 
California education standards. 

 Fall 2023
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CALIFORNIA FOUNDATION FOR AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM 
RELIES ON THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR DONORS, WITHOUT  
 WHOM OUR MESSAGE WOULD GO UNHEARD. 
  THANK YOU.

 We are California Foundation for 

Agriculture in the Classroom (CFAITC). 

Our mission is to increase awareness 

and understanding of agriculture 

among California's educators and 

students. Our vision is an appreciation 

of agriculture by all.

We are a 501 (c) (3) organization.  

WWW.LEARNABOUTAG.ORG

Any 3-8 grade students in your life? Encourage 
young writers to submit a story for the 
Imagine this… Story Writing Contest! 

Going on its twenty-fifth year, the contest 
entails students writing stories (real or 
imagined) based on accurate information 
about California agriculture. One winning 
author is selected from each grade.  These 
individuals will travel with their families 
and teachers to the State Capitol in March to be 
recognized and celebrated during National Ag Week.

Scan the QR code to learn more or submit a story.  
The deadline is November 1! 

BENEFACTORS 
Blue Diamond Growers
The James G. Boswell Foundation
California Farm Bureau 
Farm Credit: American AgCredit, Yosemite Farm 

Credit, AgWest Farm Credit, Colusa-Glenn Farm 
Credit, CoBank, Fresno Madera Farm Credit

Jim Hicks Family Foundation
Neta Hicks
J.R. Simplot Company Foundation 
McDonald's
National Agriculture in the Classroom
Oreggia Family Foundation
Raley's
Stater Bros. Charities
Sustainable Futures Fund
Sutter Health 
Syngenta Crop Protection, LLC
Maureen Tolson
Zenith Agribusiness Solutions

DEAN 
Almond Board of California
George and Ruth Bradford Foundation
California Beef Council
California Department of Food & Agriculture 
Dairy Council of California
E. & J. Gallo Winery
Grand National Foundation
Grimmway Farms
Grow West - Headquarters
Intrepid Potash, Inc.
Los Angeles County Farm Bureau
Nutrien
Olive Hill Greenhouses
Orange County Farm Bureau
Elizabeth and Robert Reniers
Resnick Family Foundation
The Wonderful Company Foundation
J. Trolan Family
Warne Family Charitable Foundation

PRINCIPAL 
4 R Farming, Inc.
Agricultural Finance, PGIM Real Estate
The Albert & Rina Brocchini Family Foundation
California Cattle Council
California Cotton Alliance
Driscoll's
The Finch Family Foundation 
Gorrill Ranch
R Gorrill Ranch Enterprises
Pacific Coast Producers
Elio and Joy Rodoni
Sacramento Literacy Foundation 
Sacramento Region Community Foundation
Union Bank N.A.
Vino Farms, LLC
Wilbur Ellis Company

HONOR ROLL 
Agra Tech Inc.
Associated Feed & Supply Co.
Avellar-Moore Farms, LP
B & E Dairy
Teresa Basgall
Michael Bentz
Broma Applicators, LLC
Button & Turkovich, LLC
C.A. Webster Foundation

It’s never too early to learn about agriculture.

With that motto in mind, Ag in the Classroom has developed a new early 
childhood unit, Life on the Farm. The unit is designed for preschool, 
transitional kindergarten, or kindergarten classrooms.  This curriculum 
helps introduce young learners to agriculture concepts in a developmentally 
appropriate, yet accurate way. 

The unit, funded by the National Ag in the 
Classroom organization, is broken down into 
five daily themes. Literacy, math, science, 
and art activities help students learn 
about crops, livestock, and machines while 
increasing appreciation for the important 
role agriculture plays in their community. 

Unfortunately, many early learners are implicitly taught that most farms look 
like Old MacDonald’s farm of the past: a single-family living and working 
on a farm to provide for their day-to-day needs. Each of the lessons in the 
unit helps students understand that today we get most of our food from 
much larger farms—still family-owned—that specialize in growing one type 
of food. There are egg farms, dairy farms, almond farms, and apple farms.

Want to see the unit in action yourself? Scan the QR code to 
download the unit, and watch the corresponding Life on the 
Farm webinar. 

Life on the Farm Early Childhood Curriculum

Imagine this... Story Writing Contest

Jamie Johansson, 
President 
Lodestar Farms

Shannon Douglass 
1st Vice President 
Douglass Ranch

Becca Whitman 
2nd Vice President 
Raley's 

Correen Davis 
Gorrill Ranch

Mark Dawson 
California Farm 
Bureau

CALAMCO
Cal-Bart Orchards, Inc.
California Cantaloupe Advisory Board
California Fresh Carrot Advisory Board
California Olive Ranch
California Prunes
Catlett Warehouse
Caviglia Brothers
Central California Irrigation District
Chicken Ranch Tribal Council
Chino Valley Ranchers
Clendenin Orchards
James and Anada Cooper
Anthony Costa & Sons
Cypress Abbey Company
Martha Deichler
Ecke Family
Edward Jones
David J. Elliot & Sons
Everde Growers
Farmers Warehouse
Five Rivers Cattle Feeding, LLC
The Bertha and John Garabedian 

Charitable Foundation
Garton Tractor, Inc.
Thornton S. and Katrina D. Glide Foundation 
Hilmar Cheese Company
Hohberg Poultry Ranches
Hunn and Merwin and Merwin, Inc.
InterWest Insurance Services, LLC
J.K. Thille Ranches
Kautz Farms 
Lake Road Grizzly Ranch
Lakeside Organic Gardens, LLC
Land O'Lakes
LWG Wines
Rudy Maggio
Mitchell L. Mariani
Judith McBean Foundation
Patricia McDaniels
Tyler Metz
N A Timmerman Inc
Mary and Frank Nash
Nationwide Agribusiness
Ontario Ranch Holsteins
Nancy Orear
Parsons Farms
Pauli Ranch
Pioneer Equipment Co.
Placer County Farm Bureau
Precision Irrigation Management  & Consulting, Inc.
Riverbend Dairy
Dave and Jane Roberti
Michael and Patricia Rue
Troy and Keri Scott
Scott Bros. Dairy Farms
Shade Farm Management, Inc.
Mary Stenseth
Steve E. Park Apiaries, Inc.
Steven Moore Farms
Steward Ag Services
Sutter Health
Leslie Templin
Tovar Family LP
UC Davis Health Center
Vaquero Foundation
Verdegaal Brothers, Inc.
Duane Vrbas
Sandra Walsh
Stephen and Janet Waltz
Western Valley Insurance Associates
Woodside Electronics Corp.  

Bobbin Mulvaney 
Mulvaney's B&L

Rick Phillips 
J.R. Simplot Company

Jane Roberti 
Roberti Ranch

Craig Thomson 
Zenith Agribusiness 
Solutions

Kenny Watkins 
Watkins Ranches

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Executive Director

Jenna Bontadelli
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Coordinator
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Administrative 
Coordinator 
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Morgan Nunes
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Consultant
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