
NEWSLETTER FOR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM

GROWING…WITH YOUR SUPPORT.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.LEARNABOUTAG.ORG!
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS

REMEMBERING AN 
AGRICULTURAL ICON 

Considered the “Mom of San Luis 
Obispo Farm Bureau” we honor 
the life and agricultural legacy of 
Marilyn Britton.

Marilyn didn’t grow up in agriculture, 
but she dedicated her adult 
life to it. A fierce advocate of 
farmers, ranchers, and the world 
of California agriculture, she 
served as San Luis Obispo County 
Farm Bureau Executive Director 
for thirty years. We at California 
Foundation for Agriculture in the 
Classroom gratefully acknowledge  
the memorial donations made in 
Marilyn’s honor.

If food, farming, and California 
agriculture were a cause near and 
dear to your loved one’s heart, 
consider making a donation in their 
memory. The California Foundation 
for Agriculture in the Classroom 
graciously accepts memorial 
donations to honor those you love. 
Simply check the box on the 
enclosed envelope and identify the 
individual you would like to honor. 

1939-2021

Spring 2022

“What a great learning experience, thank you!”

These seven words, from a Modesto teacher, exemplify what the California 
Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom is all about. Our mission, to 
increase awareness and understanding of California agriculture among 
educators and students, was on full display during a recent April morning. 
This is when nearly 500 teachers and 16,000 students “tuned in” to our 
Virtual California Farm Day.

Utilizing the newest edition of our What’s 
Growin’ On? newspaper, which features 
the 99% Club (those commodities of 
which California produces 99% or more of 
the nation’s output) viewers heard from 
farmers, growers, and presenters about 
how these specific commodities thrive in 
the golden state. 

Prior to the event 
teachers received copies of the newspaper and 
classroom snacks so their students could literally 
taste and see their way through the presentations.

“Thank you so much for this opportunity! My students 
enjoyed learning the fun facts and seeing the 
orchards and listening to farmers. Our community 
used to be orchards, but not anymore, and we don’t 
live close to farms. It was great to see how much 
California contributes to agriculture!”

Your donation makes ag come alive, in this case, for 
thousands of students across the state. Thank you! 

 

California Farm Day

UPCOMING EVENT

CALIFORNIA AG IN THE 
CLASSROOM TEACHER 
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CALIFORNIA FOUNDATION FOR AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM 
RELIES ON THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR DONORS, WITHOUT  
 WHOM OUR MESSAGE WOULD GO UNHEARD. 
  THANK YOU.

 We are California Foundation for 
Agriculture in the Classroom. Our 

mission is to increase awareness and 
understanding of agriculture among 

California's educators and 
students. Our vision is an appreciation 

of agriculture by all. We are a 501 (c) (3) 
organization. 

Tax ID: 68-0100601

WWW.LEARNABOUTAG.ORG

®
BENEFACTORS
Bayer Corporation
Blue Diamond Growers
California Department of Food and Agriculture
California Farm Bureau 
California Teachers Association
Del Monte Foods, Inc.
Farm Credit: American AgCredit, Yosemite Farm Credit, 

Farm Credit West, Colusa-Glenn Farm Credit, CoBank, 
Fresno Madera Farm Credit

Jim and Neta Hicks
J.R. Simplot Company Foundation
Bob Johnson
McDonald's
National Agriculture in the Classroom
Nutrien
Oreggia Family Foundation
Raley's
Stater Bros. Charities
Sustainable Futures Fund
Syngenta Crop Protection, LLC
The James G. Boswell Foundation
UC Thelma Hansen Fund 
Union Pacific Foundation
Zenith Agribusiness Solutions

DEAN'S LIST
Almond Board of California
California Apple Commission
California Beef Council 
California Cattle Council
California Walnut Board & Commission
Central California Irrigation District
Dairy Council of California
E. & J. Gallo Winery
Grand National Foundation
Grimmway Farms
Grow West - Headquarters
Peter and Penny Jelito
Lakeside Organic Gardens, LLC
Lovelace & Sons Farming
Richard Miner
Orange County Farm Bureau
Sacramento Kings
Sperry Farms
The Wonderful Company Foundation

PRINCIPAL'S LIST
Agricultural Finance, PGIM Real Estate Finance
Associated Feed & Supply Co.
George and Ruth Bradford Foundation 
Brocchini Farms, Inc.
California Cotton Alliance
CCOF Foundation 
County Line Farming Co., Inc.
Flora Fresh, Inc.
GE Foundation
Gorrill Ranch
Haney & Associates Real Estate
John and Carole Harris Fund
Port of Oakland
Elizabeth and Robert Reniers
Elio and Joy Rodoni
Scott Bros. Dairy Farms
Wes Sperry
Leslie Templin
The Albert & Rina Brocchini Family Foundation
Union Bank N.A.
Vino Farms, LLC
Ward Ranches

HONOR ROLL
Anthony Costa & Sons
4 R Farming, Inc.
ASP Farm Services, LLC
Avellar-Moore Farms, LP
B & E Dairy
Booth Ranches, LLC
Button & Turkovich, LLC
C.A. Webster Foundation
C.B. Nichols Egg Ranch
CALAMCO
Cal-Bart Orchards, Inc.
California Alfalfa and Forage Association

The California 
State Capitol 
was a fitting 
backdrop 
for our first 
Imagine this…
Story Writing 
Contest 
ceremony in 
three years! 
Seven state-

winning students made the trek 
to Sacramento to celebrate being 
published authors. 

The day started with signing 
books, a lot of them! Each student 
autographed 100 copies of Imagine 
this… Stories Inspired by Agriculture 
book. Next, students participated in 
California Ag Day, complete with a 
tour of the state capitol where they 
got to see their names in lights on 

New resource alert! California leads 
the nation in agricultural production, 
but that wasn't always the case. The 
Transcontinental Railroad 
transformed the golden state and 
connected the west with the rest of 
the nation. Our new interactive 
online resource Tracking the History 
of California Agriculture lets 
students explore how and why 
California became the agricultural 
leader it is today. With the click of 
the mouse or tap of the keyboard, 
students learn the historical role 
agriculture played in our society 
and economy, a role that continues 

the Assembly floor. The ceremony 
concluded with each student 
reading their story aloud and being 
recognized by their state legislator. 

Speaking of stories, this year’s 
range from a feuding fridge of 
California commodities to a 
parasitic wasp who wants to save 
citrus (and the world) to how 
gardening triumphs over tragedy, 
and much more. California high 
school art 
students, 
some of whom 
also attended 
the ceremony, 
illustrated the 
stories to 
make 
California 
agriculture 
come to life. 

today. The content supports a 
variety of historical and social 
science analysis skills for students 
in grades 6 through 12. Take a trip 
into California’s agricultural past 
yourself—this resource is intriguing 
for ag enthusiasts of all ages. Hop 
on our website, LearnAboutag.org. 

Imagine this... Ceremony Returns

All Aboard

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Jamie Johansson, 
Chairman of the Board 
Lodestar Farms

Correen Davis 
Gorrill Ranch

Mark Dawson 
California Farm 
Bureau

Martha Deichler 
Borrego Springs 
Unified School 
District

Shannon Douglass 
Douglass Ranch

Bobbin Mulvaney 
Mulvaney's B&L

Rick Phillips 
J.R. Simplot 
Company

Jane Roberti 
Roberti Ranch

Craig Thomson 
Zenith Agribusiness 
Solutions

Kenny Watkins 
Watkins Ranches

Becca Whitman 
Raley's

STAFF
Judy Culbertson
Executive Director

Jenna Bontadelli
Administrative 
Assistant

Mindy DeRohan
Program Manager 

Jennifer Harrison
Communications 
Coordinator 

Lyn Hyatt
Administrative 
Coordinator

Mandi Bottoms
Curriculum 
Coordinator

California Cantaloupe Advisory Board
California Fresh Carrot Advisory Board
Catlett Warehouse
Caviglia Brothers
Charter Brokerage & Investment Company
Chino Valley Ranchers
Clendenin Orchards
CoBank
James and Anada Cooper
Crystal Creamery
Cypress Abbey Company
Martha Deichler
DM Color Express, Inc.
Dole Fresh Vegetables, Inc.
Eugene Duncan
E. D. Willey & Sons
Ecke Ranch
Diane Eeckhout
Aaron and Anne Epstein
Everde Growers
Farmers' Rice Cooperative
Farmers Warehouse
Fowler Packing Company
Garton Tractor, Inc.
Terry and Jo Ann Gulmon
Hilmar Cheese Company
Hohberg Poultry Ranches
Hunn and Merwin and Merwin, Inc.
InterWest Insurance Services, LLC
J.R. Simplot Company
James Ahlem Dairy
Judith McBean Foundation
Paul Kasparian
Lake Road Grizzly Ranch
Land O'Lakes
Long Ranch, Inc.
Rudy Maggio
Patricia McDaniels
Morning Star Packing
Nationwide Agribusiness
Ontario Ranch Holsteins
Pacific Coast Producers
Parsons Farms
Pauli Ranch
Pioneer Equipment Co.
Placer County Farm Bureau
Eloise and John Pound
Precision Irrigation Mngmt.  & Consulting, Inc.
Regnar & Beverly Paulsen Foundation
Riverbend Dairy
Roberti Ranch
Kayla Rocha
Gerald and Elaine Rominger
Rue & Forsman Ranch
Michael and Patricia Rue
San Joaquin-Stanislaus Cattlemen's Assn.
Sanders Family Almond Ranch, LLC
Scott Bros. Dairy Farms
Troy and Keri Scott
Richard and Patricia Shade
Rick Shade
Sierra Pacific Foundation
Steve E. Park Apiaries, Inc.
Steven Moore Farms
Steward Ag Services
Sun-Maid Growers of California
The Bertha and John Garabedian Charitable Fnd.
The Finch Family Foundation 
The Setzer Foundation
Maureen Tolson
Tovar Family LP
Triple C Farms, LLC
Tudor Ranches, Inc.
United Valley Insurance
Vaquero Farms
Bob and Carilyn Vice
Duane Vrbas
Warne Family Charitable Foundation
Western Valley Insurance Associates
Wilco Farmers
William H. Cilker Family Foundation
Wingate Company


