
NEWSLETTER FOR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM

GROWING…WITH YOUR SUPPORT.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.LEARNABOUTAG.ORG!
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HOW YOU CAN HELP

CELEBRATE NATIONAL 
AG WEEK

California Farm Day - March 19
• Thousands of students will learn about 

California’s Top 10 commodities. 
• The first 1,000 students to register will 

receive a tote bag filled with nutritious 
snacks and their teachers will receive a 
box full of lessons and resources. 

• All students will receive a California 
Farm Day Workbook and a copy 
of What’s Growin’ On? Student 
Newspaper.

• Complimentary registration for all!

National Ag Week Gala at Silt 
Wine Company - March 26

• Food and and wine pairing with David 
Ogilvie, winemaker for Silt Wine 
Company and Patrick Mulvaney, award 
winning chef of Mulvaney’s B&L. 

• Board member Martha Deichler speaks 
with Feeding San Diego about their 
challenges. 

• Silent auction filled with special 
delights!

• Silt Wine Company will donate 20% 
of wine purchases made in March and 
April to Ag in the Classroom. Request 
a coupon code for your purchase to 
benefit Ag in the Classroom!

• Complimentary registration for all! 

Imagine this... Ceremonies 
Each day during the week of March 
29, state-winning student authors and 
illustrators will be recognized for their 
acheivements! 

LearnAboutAg.org/
specialevents

Our events will be held virtually, but 
your support is real for students 
and teachers throughout California! 
From celebrating the achievements 
of students to bringing agriculture 
straight to their classrooms, the goal 
of our events is to truly celebrate the 
industry that provides the food and 
fiber we depend on daily.  We can’t 
wait to “see” you there!

Spring 2021

Christine Klistoff has been named California Foundation for Agriculture 
in the Classroom's 2020-21 Outstanding Educator of the Year. Christine 
is an elementary school teacher at Fairmont Elementary School in Fresno 
County. Her project, Garden Bed Lab, is an outstanding example of how 
students can learn about the role of agriculture in our economy and society.

"We have just entered into a partnership with 
Fresno State University," said Christine. We 
are collaborating through a program called 
Smartfarm University where Fresno State 
University has purchased a Farmbot for the 
school; a robotic farming machine that sits on a 
raised bed and through software created by the 
students, it will seed, weed, and irrigate crops. 

"I was very excited to receive a FarmBot for 
my school, but, I also needed planter boxes to 
complete the project," said 
Christine.  So, she  applied 
for a Literacy for Life 
grant from the California 
Foundation for Agriculture 

in the Classroom to purchase the boxes. As a result 
of Christine's outstanding project and her dedication 
to incorporating agriculture into her classroom, she 
was selected for the Outstanding Educator of the 
Year award. "Students will be able to use their coding 
skills, CAD software, and the Open Farm database 
to design their garden bed from home through a 10-
week curriculum. These lessons will be shared with 
other schools who may be getting a FarmBot in the 
future," says Christine.

Christine Klistoff Awarded

CHRISTINE KLISTOFF

2021 VIRTUAL EVENTS

CALIFORNIA FARM DAY
MARCH 19 

SILT WINE COMPANY
MARCH 26

IMAGINE THIS... 
CEREMONIES

WEEK OF MARCH 29
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CALIFORNIA FOUNDATION FOR AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM 
RELIES ON THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR DONORS, WITHOUT  
 WHOM OUR MESSAGE WOULD GO UNHEARD. 
  THANK YOU.

 We are California Foundation for 
Agriculture in the Classroom. Our 

mission is to increase awareness and 
understanding of agriculture among 

California's educators and 
students. Our vision is an appreciation 

of agriculture by all. We are a 501 (c) (3) 
organization. 

Tax ID: 68-0100601

WWW.LEARNABOUTAG.ORG

®

Learn how much land is
used to grow food for

the world’s population 

Knowing the importance of keeping farmland 
healthy by participating in recycling programs, 
water conservation, and not littering can help
keep the land healthy to produce the food that feeds
the world. We can all become custodians of the land by
accepting the following challenges:

• Learn the di�erence between lands that are good for farming and
 the type of lands that are good for shopping malls and homes.

• Practice caring for the land by conserving water, not littering, and recycling. 

• Support the land by eating California grown foods.

• Learn about conservation easements that allow landowners to protect their
 farmland forever. When farmland is protected, we all benefit by having
 food to eat and natural resources, like wildlife, that farmland provides. 

 

Learning wherE our 
food and fiber cOmes
frOM is an important

 lesson in life.

What percentage of the land do you think
it takes to grow all of the food that we need
to feed the world?

Imagine the earth
as an orAnge...

How will we 
cOntinue to 

grOw enough 
food for

THE grOwing
population?

•  Approximately 75% of the earth is covered
 in water. 

• 22% of the earth is deserts, swamps, mountains,  
 polar regions, or land that is too rocky, wet, or
 hot to grow food.

• �is 3% of the earth is acceptable for farming
 and represents what humans depend on for   
 growing food.

cafarmtRUST.org
Visit California Farmland Trust’s website

3% Available Farmland

BENEFACTORS
Bayer Corporation
Blue Diamond Growers
California Department of Food and Agriculture
California Farm Bureau Federation
California Teachers Association
Del Monte Foods, Inc.
Farm Credit: American AgCredit, Farm Credit 

West, CoBank, Fresno Madera Farm Credit, 
Yosemite Farm Credit

J.R. Simplot Company Foundation 
Jim Hicks Family Foundation
Jim and Neta Hicks
Bob Johnson
McDonald's
National Agriculture in the Classroom
Oreggia Family Foundation 
Raley's
Stater Bros. Charities
Sustainable Futures Fund
Syngenta Crop Protection, LLC
The James G. Boswell Foundation
UC Thelma Hansen Fund
Union Pacific Foundation
Zenith Agribusiness Solutions

DEANS LIST
California Apple Commission
California Beef Council
California Cattle Council
California Table Grape Commission
California Walnut Board & Commission
CCOF Foundation
Central California Irrigation District
Dairy Council of California
E. & J. Gallo Winery
Grand National Foundation
Grimmway Farms
Grow West - Headquarters
Peter and Penny Jelito
Lakeside Organic Gardens, LLC
Lovelace & Sons Farming
Orange County Farm Bureau
Sperry Farms
The Wonderful Company Foundation

HONOR ROLL
Agricultural Finance, PGIM Real Estate Finance
Anthony Costa & Sons
ASP Farm Services, LLC
Associated Feed & Supply Co.
Avellar-Moore Farms, LP
B & E Dairy 
Booth Ranches, LLC
Brocchini Farms, Inc.
Button & Turkovich, LLC
C.A. Webster Foundation
Cal-Bart Orchards, Inc.
CALAMCO
California Agricultural Aircraft Association
California Alfalfa and Forage Association
California Cantaloupe Advisory Board
California Cotton Alliance
California Fresh Carrot Advisory Board
Catlett Warehouse
Caviglia Brothers
Chino Valley Ranchers
Clendenin Orchards

N E W S P A P E R  I N  E D U C A T I O N
For Extra! Extra! extension lessons, visit www.LearnAboutAg.org/wgo

18th Edition18th Edition

®

Learning where 
our food and 
fiber comes from 
is an important 
lesson in life. 

To that end, 
California 
Foundation for 
Agriculture in 
the Classroom, 

in collaboration with California 
Farmland Trust, and sponsored 
by Raley's, released this new 
resource in 2020. 

California is called the Golden State 
for many reasons, one being the 
bountiful amount of specialty crops 
produced right here in Calfiornia. 

Props to Specialty Crops is our 18th 
edition of What's Growin' On? and 
teaches students about specialty 
crops such as fruit and tree nuts, 
vegetables, herbs and spices, 
floriculture, and horticulture crops. 

In this edition students discover the 
many ways we use specialty crops, 
the nutrition of specialty crops, and 
how agriculture benefits their daily 
lives. 

Students will learn about specialty 
crops by reading: Proteins Through 
the Seasons, Leaf it to Herbs, Edible 
Flowers, the Cruciferous Crew, 
Turning Heads with Leafy Greens, 
Citrus-Squeeze the Day, and more. 

Orange You Glad We Have 
Farmland? consists of a classroom 
poster with accompanying lesson 
plan that teaches students about 
the importance of protecting and 
keeping land healthy to produce 
our food and fiber for current and 
future generations. 

While dissecting an orange that 
represents land, students will learn 
how little land is available to grow 
our food. Through this lesson we 
can all learn about the importance 
of keeping farmland healthy.

What's Growin' On? is aligned 
to California State Standards 
and provides hands-on activities, 
fun facts, and a glossary to 
teach vocabulary. The paper 
is free for teachers to order or 
download from our website at 
LearnAboutAg.org/resources/wgo.

Orange You Glad We Have Farmland?

Props to Specialty Crops

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Jamie Johansson, 
Chairman of the Board 
Lodestar Farms

Correen Davis 
Gorrill Ranch

Mark Dawson 
California Farm 
Bureau

Martha Deichler 
Borrego Springs 
Unified School 
District

Shannon Douglass 
Douglass Ranch

Bobbin Mulvaney 
Mulvaney's B&L

Rick Phillips 
J.R. Simplot 
Company

Jane Roberti 
Roberti Ranch

Craig Thomson 
Zenith Agribusiness 
Solutions

Kenny Watkins 
Watkins Ranches

Becca Whitman 
Raley's

STAFF
Judy Culbertson
Executive Director

Mindy DeRohan
Program Manager 

Lyn Hyatt
Administrative 
Coordinator

Hayley Lawson
Curriculum 
Coordinator 

Terri Salmond
Administrative 
Assistant

CoBank
James and Ananda Cooper
Crystal Creamery
Cypress Abbey Company
Martha Deichler
Aaron and Anne Epstein
Farmers' Rice Cooperative
Farmers Warehouse
Flora Fresh, Inc.
Fowler Packing Company
Garton Tractor, Inc.
GE Foundation 
George and Ruth Bradford Foundation
Gorrill Ranch
Terry and Jo Ann Gulman
Hohberg Poultry Ranches
Hunn and Merwin and Merwin, Inc.
InterWest Insurance Services, LLC 
J.R. Simplot Company - Lathrop
John and Carole Harris Fund
Judith McBean Foundatioin
Paul Kasparian
Keithly-Williams Seeds
Lake Road Grizzly Ranch
Rudy Maggio
Morning Star Packing
Nationwide Agribusiness
Nutrien
Olive Hill Greenhouses
Ontario Ranch Holsteins
Parsons Farms
Paul & Magdalena Ecke Poinsettia Foundation
Pioneer Equipment Company
Eloise and John Pound
Precision Irrigation
Elizabeth and Robert Reniers
Riverbend Dairy
Kayla Rocha
Elio and Joy Rodoni
Michael and Patricia Rue
Rue and Forsman Ranch
San Joaquin-Stanislaus Cattlemen's Assn.
Sanders Family Almond Ranch, LLC
Scott Bros. Dairy Farms
Shade Farm Management, Inc.
Sierra Pacific Foundation
Sperry Farms Inc
Steve E. Park Apiaries, Inc.
Steven Moore Farms
Steward Ag Services
Sun-Maid Growers of California
Leslie Templin
The Bertha and John Garabedian Charitable 

Foundation
Maureen Tolson
Tovar Family LP
Triple C Farms, LLC
Tudor Ranches, Inc.
Union Bank N.A.
United Valley Insurance
Vaquero Foundation 
Bob and Carilyn Vice
Vino Farms, LLC
Duane Vrbas
Warne Family Charitable Foundation
Western Growers
Western Valley Insurance Associates
William H. Cilker Family Foundation
Wingate Company
Woolf Farming and Processing


