
NEWSLETTER FOR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM

GROWING…WITH YOUR SUPPORT.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.LEARNABOUTAG.ORG!
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OUTSTANDING EDUCATOR

AND THE AWARD  
GOES TO...

We are excited to announce Jami 
Beck, 2nd Grade teacher at Three 
Rivers Elementary School in Tulare 
County, as our 2021 Outstanding 

educator of 
the Year!  

Jami has a passion 
for bringing 
agriculture into 
the classroom 
through books. 
Books, featuring 
different foods 
and cultures 
encourage her 

young students to try a new fruit, 
vegetable, or food. The next step is 
teaching how that food gets from 
farm to fork, or their classroom!

“I feel it is important for students to 
understand agriculture because they 
need to know where their food comes 
from. They need to know that all kinds 
of people are involved in agriculture. 
They need to know about the different 
jobs that are available in agriculture. 
Most importantly they need to know 
that we have to keep growing food. 
California is extremely important 
because we grow food to feed the 
world. We want students to be 
contributing members of society and 
what better way is there than helping 
through agriculture?” 

Summer 2008
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JAMI BECK, 2021 
OUTSTANDING 
EDUCATOR OF 
THE YEAR

Fresno Farms to You

ALL ABOARD! 

New! 

Take a trip into 
California's 

agricultural past.

LearnAboutAg.org
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It started with a Friday phone call. 

The Fresno Unified School District, who was awarded a Farm to School Grant 
through the California Department of Food and Agriculture, was looking for 
resources to implement agriculture education and nutrition education across 
their district.  

“Everything about Ag in the Classroom sounded great!” said Director of 
Nutrition Services at Fresno Unified School District, Amanda Harvey.

A partnership was born. The Harvesting for a Healthy 
Community-Fresno Farms to You program is a 
collaboration between the school district and the 
California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom 
that introduces students to a different Fresno 
commodity each month. September, the first month 
of the program, centered around tomatoes. Students 
learned why and how tomatoes grow while educators 
also explored the health and nutritional benefits of the 
commodity. Then, there’s the 
fun part: eating! Each month 
Taste and Teach lesson plans 
encourage teachers and after 

school coordinators to bring the featured fruits or 
vegetables into the classroom for hands-on eating 
and learning experiences. Colorful newsletters, 
monthly full-size posters and farmer spotlights 
that highlight a Fresno farmer each month, are all 
incorporated into this program. 

“Fresno being the agriculture center of the world, the 
Taste and Teach program is so easy for educators to 
implement. We are so excited each month to see the 
newsletter and put the new posters in our cafeterias,” 
added Harvey. 

Fall 2021



CALIFORNIA FOUNDATION FOR AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM 
RELIES ON THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR DONORS, WITHOUT 	
	 WHOM OUR MESSAGE WOULD GO UNHEARD. 
	  THANK YOU.

 We are California Foundation for 
Agriculture in the Classroom (CFAITC). 
Our mission is to increase awareness 

and understanding of agriculture 
among California's educators and 

students. Our vision is an appreciation 
of agriculture by all.

We are a 501 (c) (3) organization.  

WWW.LEARNABOUTAG.ORG

BENEFACTORS
Bayer Corporation
Blue Diamond Growers
California Department of Food and Agriculture
California Farm Bureau 
California Teachers Association
Del Monte Foods, Inc.
Farm Credit
Jim and Neta Hicks
Jim Hicks Family Foundation
J.R. Simplot Company Foundation
Bob Johnson
McDonald's
National Agriculture in the Classroom
Oreggia Family Foundation
Raley's
Stater Bros. Charities
Sustainable Futures Fund
Syngenta Crop Protection, LLC
The James G. Boswell Foundation
UC Thelma Hansen Fund 
Union Pacific Foundation
Zenith Agribusiness Solutions

DEAN
Almond Board of California
California Apple Commission
California Beef Council
California Cattle Council
California Walnut Board & Commission
Central California Irrigation District
Dairy Council of California
E. & J. Gallo Winery
Grand National Foundation
Grimmway Farms
Grow West - Headquarters
Peter and Penny Jelito
Lakeside Organic Gardens, LLC
Lovelace & Sons Farming
Orange County Farm Bureau
Sperry Farms
The Wonderful Company Foundation

PRINCIPAL
Agricultural Finance, PGIM Real Estate Finance
Brocchini Farms, Inc.
California Cotton Alliance
Flora Fresh, Inc.
Fresno Unified School District
GE Foundation
George and Ruth Bradford Foundation
Gorrill Ranch
Haney & Associates Real Estate
John and Carole Harris Fund
Nutrien
Port of Oakland
Elio and Joy Rodoni
Scott Bros. Dairy Farms
Wes Sperry
Leslie Templin
Union Bank N.A.
Vino Farms, LLC

HONOR ROLL
4 R Farming, Inc.
Agra Tech Inc.
Anthony Costa & Sons
ASP Farm Services, LLC
Associated Feed & Supply Co.
Avellar-Moore Farms, LP
B & E Dairy
BLV Agribusiness Consultants
Booth Ranches, LLC
Button & Turkovich, LLC
C.A. Webster Foundation
CALAMCO

Zoom it was. For the second 
year in a row, the California 
Agriculture in the Classroom 
Annual Conference was virtual, 
due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

The silver lining: more than 300 
registrants, from 43 different 
California counties “tuned in” to 
the conference. Coincidentally 
43-percent of registrants 
were first time attendees!

Conference highlights included:  A 
“live” look at a Sacramento Valley 
tomato harvest, a tour of one of 
the oldest farmers markets in the 
state (in Auburn, CA), presentations 
by nearly a dozen agricultural 
organizations and in-depth 
educator workshops. We concluded 
with the ever-popular Farmer Panel. 

Educators are 
hungry for the 
inside scoop 
on what it 
means to grow 
food in the 
golden state.

Speaking 
of teachers, 
we enjoy receiving messages like 
the one below, from a teacher 
in Richmond, California.      

“Thank you for providing a virtual 
option for the Ag in the Classroom 
Conference, and it is offered for free, 
which fits the teacher's budget! I 
look forward to this every year as it 
energizes my commitment to bring 
agriculture, school gardens, and 
nutrition to my students and staff.”

Virtual but Vital

Light those birthday candles 
because What’s Growin’ On? turns 
20! For two decades CFAITC 
has published this educational 
newspaper highlighting California’s 
diverse agricultural industry 
through student-friendly articles, 
graphics, and activities aligned to 
California Academic Standards for 

grades 3-8.  

We estimate 
that over 
11.7 million 
readers 
have set 
their eyes 
on this 

colorful publication. A collaboration 
between educators and agricultural 
industry experts, What’s Growin’ 
On? breaks down where our 
food and fiber come from in an 
entertaining and engaging manner.

The 99% Club will be our upcoming 
and 20th Anniversary edition. From 
almonds to artichokes, rice to 
raisins, plus ten other commodities 
that California produces 99% of, 
students will learn why these crops 
thrive here. The underlying theme: 
California is key to growing these 
crops and it’s vital to preserve our 
agricultural heritage. In many cases, 
we are literally feeding the nation.  

Twenty Years and the 99% Club!

Jamie Johansson, 
President 
Lodestar Farms

Shannon Douglass 
1st Vice President 
Douglass Ranch

Becca Whitman 
2nd Vice President 
Raley's 

Correen Davis 
Gorrill Ranch

Mark Dawson 
California Farm 
Bureau

Cal-Bart Orchards, Inc.
California Alfalfa and Forage Association
California Cantaloupe Advisory Board
California Fresh Carrot Advisory Board
Catlett Warehouse
Caviglia Brothers
CCOF Foundation
Chino Valley Ranchers
Clendenin Orchards
CoBank
James and Anada Cooper
Crystal Creamery
Cypress Abbey Company
Martha Deichler
DM Color Express, Inc.
Dole Fresh Vegetables, Inc.
Diane Eeckhout
Aaron and Anne Epstein
Farmers' Rice Cooperative
Farmers Warehouse
Mike and Jeanette Fitch
Fowler Packing Company
Garton Tractor, Inc.
Terry and Jo Ann Gulmon
Hilmar Cheese Company
Hohberg Poultry Ranches
Hunn and Merwin and Merwin, Inc.
InterWest Insurance Services, LLC
J.R. Simplot Company
James Ahlem Dairy
Judith McBean Foundation
Paul Kasparian
Lake Road Grizzly Ranch
Long Ranch, Inc.
Los Angeles County Farm Bureau
Rudy Maggio
Morning Star Packing
Nationwide Agribusiness
Ontario Ranch Holsteins
Pacific Coast Producers
Parsons Farms
Paul & Magdalena Ecke Poinsettia Foundation 
Pauli Ranch
Pioneer Equipment Co.
Precision Irrigation
Regnar & Beverly Paulsen Foundation
Elizabeth and Robert Reniers
Riverbend Dairy
Kayla Rocha
Gerald and Elaine Rominger
Rue & Forsman Ranch
Michael and Patricia Rue
San Joaquin-Stanislaus Cattlemen's Association
Sanders Family Almond Ranch, LLC
Shade Farm Management, Inc.
Sierra Pacific Foundation
Steve E Park Apiaries, Inc.
Steven Moore Farms
Steward Ag Services
Sun-Maid Growers of California
The Bertha and John Garabedian 

Charitable Foundation
The Finch Family Foundation
The Setzer Foundation
Tolson, Maureen
Tovar Family LP
Triple C Farms, LLC
Tudor Ranches, Inc.
United Valley Insurance
Vaquero Farms, Inc. 
Duane Vrbas
Warne Family Charitable Foundation
Western Valley Insurance Associates
William H. Cilker Family Foundation
Wingate Company

20 YE A R S20 YE A R S
ofof

C E L E B R AT I N G

For Extra! Extra! extension lessons, visit www.LearnAboutAg.org/resources/wgo or call 916-561-5625.

20th Edition

20th Edition

Martha Deichler 
Borrego Springs 
Unified School District

Bobbin Mulvaney 
Mulvaney's B&L

Rick Phillips 
J.R. Simplot Company

Jane Roberti 
Roberti Ranch

Craig Thomson 
Zenith Agribusiness 
Solutions

Kenny Watkins 
Watkins Ranches

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Judy Culbertson
Executive Director

Mindy DeRohan
Program Manager 

Sherry Gerard
Administrative  
Assistant

Jennifer Harrison
Communications 
Coordinator

Lyn Hyatt
Administrative 
Coordinator

Hayley Lawson
Curriculum 
Coordinator 
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