
Newsletter for Friends and Supporters of Agriculture in the Classroom

g r o w i n g …  w i t h  y o u r  s u p p o r t .

visit us online at www.LearnAboutAg.org!

Upcoming Events:
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Join us celebrate...as we

CFAITC is a 501 (c)(3) organization. 
Tax ID: 68-0100601

September 2011

Guadalupe 

landeros 

autographs 

her winning 

story in a copy 

of "imagine this... 

stories inspired by 

agriculture."

The beginning of each school year is always an exciting time for students, 
educators, administrators and anyone involved in a child’s education. At 
California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom, we look forward to the 
first days and weeks of school knowing there are classrooms of California students 
embarking on the next step of their educational adventure. 

Our free, standards-based materials present a true-to-life 
teaching approach that incorporates choices, topics and 
challenges that students will face as they enter adulthood. 

“These materials are relevant, beyond compare,” says third 
grade teacher, Sherrie Taylor Vann of Williams, CA. “Aside 
from meeting state standards and being enjoyable for my 
students, Ag in the Classroom resources present a slice of 
reality that the kids can truly appreciate.”

Thanks to thousands of dedicated teachers, the 2011-
2012 school year will provide an 
opportunity for young people 
across our state to learn about the 
people and practices behind the 
food, fiber, flowers, forestry, and 

fish products we all rely on and enjoy in our daily lives. 

With your support, CFAITC provides valuable resources 
for K-12 educators and their students, all developed to 
help support agricultural literacy with engaging and 
memorable activities—allowing students to consider how 
farming and ranching is important to their own lives, 
their families, their communities and the world.  

Back to School Means Learning About Ag

September 24, 2011
Teacher Conference

AGRIscapes

October 19, 2011
Teacher Conference

Cow Palace

October 20, 2011
San Francisco Farm Day

Silver Anniversary BBQ 
at the Cow Palace

W
ith

 o
nl

y w
ee

ks
 u

nt
il 

Sa
n 

Fr
an

ci
sc

o 
Fa

rm
 D

ay
, a

ll 
of

 u
s a

t 
C

al
ifo

rn
ia

 F
ou

nd
at

io
n 

fo
r A

gr
ic

ul
tu

re
 in

 th
e C

la
ss

ro
om

 ar
e g

ea
ri

ng
 

up
 to

 ce
le

br
at

e 2
5 y

ea
rs

 o
f b

ri
ng

in
g n

ew
 ex

pe
rie

nc
es

, f
re

sh
 in

fo
rm

a-
tio

n,
 an

d 
an

 ag
 p

er
sp

ec
tiv

e t
o 

an
 en

tir
e g

en
er

at
io

n 
of

 C
al

ifo
rn

ia
 

st
ud

en
ts

. W
e h

av
e p

ar
tn

er
ed

 w
ith

 th
e C

ow
 P

al
ac

e t
o 

ho
st

 S
an

 
Fr

an
ci

sc
o 

Fa
rm

 D
ay

 ac
tiv

iti
es

 an
d 

ou
r S

ilv
er

 A
nn

iv
er

sa
ry

 B
BQ

 th
is 

co
m

in
g O

ct
ob

er
. 

Th
e C

ow
 P

al
ac

e i
s a

 lo
ng

-st
an

di
ng

 su
pp

or
te

r 
of

 ag
ric

ul
tu

re
 ed

uc
at

io
n 

in
 S

an
 F

ra
nc

isc
o 

an
d 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 N

or
th

er
n 

C
al

ifo
rn

ia
. L

ik
e m

an
y o

f 
yo

u,
 I 

ha
ve

 fo
nd

 m
em

or
ie

s o
f s

ho
w

in
g c

at
tle

 at
 

th
e C

ow
 P

al
ac

e a
s a

 ch
ild

 an
d 

yo
un

g a
du

lt.
 It

 h
as

 
be

en
 th

e h
om

e o
f m

an
y i

rr
ep

la
ce

ab
le

 ex
pe

rie
nc

es
 

th
at

 h
av

e p
la

ye
d 

a m
on

um
en

ta
l r

ol
e i

n 
sh

ap
in

g 
m

y c
ar

ee
r a

s a
n 

ag
 le

ad
er

. 

W
e i

nv
ite

 a
ll 

of
 yo

u 
to

 jo
in

 u
s o

n 
O

ct
ob

er
 2

0 
at

 
th

e C
ow

 P
al

ac
e a

nd
 at

 sc
ho

ol
 si

te
s a

ro
un

d 
Sa

n 
Fr

an
ci

sc
o 

to
 m

ar
k 

th
is 

m
ile

st
on

e i
n 

co
nn

ec
tin

g 
ur

ba
n 

st
ud

en
ts

 w
ith

 th
e t

ru
e o

rig
in

 o
f t

he
ir 

fo
od

 
an

d 
fib

er
. 

Pl
ea

se
 v

isi
t w

ww
.L

ea
rn

Ab
ou

tA
g.o

rg
/a

nn
iv

er
sa

ry
 to

 v
ie

w
 th

e m
an

y 
w

ay
s y

ou
 ca

n 
pa

rt
ic

ip
at

e i
n 

th
is 

hi
st

or
ic

 ev
en

t a
nd

 su
pp

or
t t

he
 

fu
tu

re
 o

f a
gr

ic
ul

tu
re

 in
 o

ur
 st

at
e. 

Sa
n 

Fr
an

cis
co

 F
ar

m
 D

ay
—

O
ct

. 2
0

k
enn


y

 w
a

tk
in

s,
 

c
h

a
ir

m
a

n
 o

f 
th

e 

bo
a

rd

San Francisco Farm Day
Gardens, goats, bees and trees are just a 
few segments of California agriculture 
that will make for a diverse experience 
for thousands of  students at elementary 
schools in the San Francisco Unified 
School District and at the Cow Palace 
in Daly City on October 20, 2011. San 
Francisco Farm Day is the event where it 
all began for California Foundation for 
Agriculture in the Classroom 25 years ago—
and we are thrilled to be welcomed back! 

More than 25 schools and 10,000 
students have enthusiastically registered to 
participate—and we will host thousands 

more with farm day activities at the Cow 
Palace for private and homeschool students. 
Volunteers are needed to ensure a success! 
Following our San Francisco Farm Day 
activities, we'll enjoy a barbecue at the Cow 
Palace to celebrate 25 years of agriculture 
education for students and teachers in 
California. General admission is $50 with 
a fair market value of $40.  Volunteers 
may request complimentary tickets. To 
sign up as a volunteer or to request tickets, 
please visit www.LearnAboutAg.org/bbq.  

"The Cow Palace is honored to partner with California 
Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom 
celebrating 25 years of excellence in agriculture 

education. As a venue for agriculture, arts, education 
and entertainment spanning eight decades, we can 

appreciate this milestone anniversary and are proud 
to be a part of the memorable events," said Seth 

Doulton, Grand National Manager.



california foundation for agriculture in the 
classroom relies on the generous support 
of our donors, without whom our message 
would go unheard. Thank you.	

Since the inception of our Foundation, 25 years ago, we 
have had many partners and sponsors graciously donate to 

our vision of an agriculturally literate California. One of our 
original partners, the California Beef Council, was by our side 
at school sites a quarter century ago to support the original 
San Francisco Farm Day. Since then, they have provided 
generous annual donations, and this year have stepped up 
in a big way to support our 25th Anniversary by pledging $10,000 towards San 
Francisco Farm Day in October. 

"Our values at the California Beef Council are exceptionally aligned with that 
of CFAITC. It’s imperative that we educate today’s youth about where their 
food comes from and the importance of agriculture in their everyday lives,” said 
Christie Van Egmond, Associate Director of Marketing and Public Relations. 

“Our shared audience and similar message has allowed us to create a very strong 
and unique relationship to reach classrooms with a unified, positive message about 
agriculture and food production. We value our history with Ag in the Classroom 
and are looking forward to helping create an unforgettable San Francisco Farm 
Day, and to working with CFAITC in the years ahead.”

The California Beef Council provides a variety of teaching kits aligned to 
California Content Standards, fact sheets, handouts and brochures, and for many 
years have donated educational resources, given workshops, and led hands-on 
activities at CFAITC conferences throughout California. CFAITC and the 
Beef Council have also worked together on developing multiple lesson plans and 
units, featuring beef, by-products, 
nutrition and energy, 
and CFAITC's Food 
Safety From Farm To 
Fork interdisciplinary 
work booklet for 
students in grades 5-7. 

The California Beef 
Council was established 
in 1954 to improve the 
marketing climate for 
beef through promotion, 
research, education 
and public information 
programs. 

board of directors
Kenny Watkins, 
Chairman 
San Joaquin County 
Martha Deichler 
San Diego County 
Jim Hicks
Orange County
Debbie A. Jacobsen 
Fresno County 
Jamie Johansson 
Butte County
Joseph M. Peters 
Sacramento County
Rick Phillips 
Idaho
Jane Roberti 
Sierra County
Craig Thomson 
Sacramento County  

silver anniversary 
host committee
Kenny Watkins 
CFAITC
Gloria Alesso 
Los Angeles County 
Farm Bureau
Brad Bittleston 
Interstate Ag Plastics
Bill Dale 
California Beef Council
Paul Ecke 
Paul Ecke Ranch
Melanie Fowle 
California CattleWomen
Casey Garten 
Bank of the West
Kevin Herglotz 
HPA Strategies
Jim Hicks 
Jim Hicks and Company

At CFAITC, we are always grateful 
for the opportunity to share 
our resources and our message 
with new audiences. We are 
thrilled with the growth we have 
experienced in our 25 year history, 
and are particularly excited to 
encourage agriculture education 
to be used as widely as possible.

One of our longest-running and 
most valuable programs is the 
University Student Teacher Program. 
Throughout the year, we travel to 
California university campuses to 
present an overview of resources 
and opportunities to classrooms 
of college students on course to 
become classroom teachers.

We provide agriculture presentations 
at universities in San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, San Jose, and many more, 
where we speak to up-and-coming 
educators in the most urban cities 
in the United States. Face-time 

with future teachers attending these 
institutions is invaluable. There is 
no better time or place to introduce 
the concept of agriculture education 
and the variety of our supportive 
resources than when student teachers 
are beginning their classroom careers. 

Currently, our organization's resources 
and programs are utilized in hundreds 
of California schools, through teachers, 
administrators, volunteers, and 
partnering organizations.  We foresee 
continued growth thanks to your kind 
donations and support of our efforts.

If you are aware of a university that 
would benefit from a presentation, 
please let us know by calling (800) 
700-AITC (2482) or by emailing 
info@LearnAboutAg.org.  

A Harvest of Resources for Teachers

A.G. Kawamura 
Orange County Produce
Eric Larson 
San Diego County 
Farm Bureau
Dave Lawson 
Lawson & Associates
Michael A. Mellano 
Mellano & Company
Frost Pauli 
CFBF Young Farmers 
& Ranchers
Steve Pearson 
American AgCredit
Barry Powell
Allan Price 
Orange County Land 
Management Services
Kathye Rietkerk 
Kallisto Greenhouses
David Schwabauer 
Leavens Ranches
Celeste Settrini 
California Women 
for Agriculture
Terry Stark 
CAPCA
John Sweeney  
Dairy Procurement 
Group LLC
Craig Thomson 
Zenith AgriBusiness 
Solutions
Paul Wenger 
California Farm Bureau
Chris Zanobini 
California Pear Advisory 
Board 

resource 
development
Cathie Bradley 
CJB & Associates, LLC

In Memoriam
Clifton Oliver 
Johnson
October 2, 1919 -
 July 27, 2011

The California 
Foundation for Agriculture in the 
Classroom wishes to express sincere 
condolences to the family of Clifton 
Oliver Johnson. 

Clif was an avid supporter of Ag in 
the Classroom. Through generous 
donations his legacy of teaching the 
children of California will carry on for 
years to come. 

Clif is survived by his wife of 65 years,  
Barbara Morrison Johnson. 


