
Newsletter for Friends and Supporters of Agriculture in the Classroom

g r o w i n g …  w i t h  y o u r  s u p p o r t .

visit us online at www.learnaboutag.org!

Upcoming Events:

Crocker Art Museum 
Dinner and Gallery 

Viewing, Sacramento

The Flower Fields Luncheon 
and Wagon Tour, Carlsbad

BBQ at the Cow Palace, 
San Francisco

Dates inside...
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Join us celebrate...as we

We are a 501 (c)(3) organization. Tax ID 68-0100601.
{800} 700-aitc (2482)    

February 2011

Welcome to the start of an exciting year—one worthy of celebration, recognition, 
reflection and gratitude. At CA Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom, 
we have reached a milestone in our pursuit to create an agriculturally literate 
California. With your support, an entire generation of Californians have been 
forever changed by taking a closer look at the food and fiber products they rely on 
every day, and the farmers and ranchers who provide them.

We have been supporting California educators since 1986 by providing free and 
essential standards‐based classroom resources, offering critical teacher conferences 
and trainings as well as awards programs to reward students and teachers for their 
efforts to link agriculture and academics. It is with sincerest thanks that we invite 
you to help us celebrate 25 successful years of Agriculture in the Classroom by 
attending one of our very special Silver Anniversay events.  You may RSVP to our 
Silver Anniversary events or make a Silver Anniversary donation online at www.
LearnAboutAg.org/support or by returning the enclosed reply envelope. Further 
details are available on the following pages.  

The pinnacle of our 25th Anniversary Celebration will 
occur on October 20, 2011 as we re-create San Francisco 
Farm Day, the event that truly marked the inception 
of the Foundation. Be a part of this food and farming 
phenomenon as we introduce agriculture to more than 
10,000 San Francisco students, followed by a celebratory 
barbecue at the Cow Palace. 

Additional details about San Francisco Farm Day are 
online at www.LearnAboutAg.org/anniversary. 

Celebrating 25 Years of CFAITC!

M
y l

ov
e-

aff
ai

r w
ith

 A
g i

n 
th

e C
la

ss
ro

om
 b

eg
an

 in
 19

89
 w

he
n 

I w
as

 
a 6

th
 g

ra
de

 te
ac

he
r i

n 
C

hu
la

 V
ist

a.
 A

lth
ou

gh
 I 

ha
d 

ne
ve

r h
ea

rd
 o

f 
A

g i
n 

th
e C

la
ss

ro
om

, a
 fr

ie
nd

 in
tr

od
uc

ed
 m

e t
o 

th
e I

m
ag

in
e t

hi
s…

 
St

or
y W

rit
in

g C
on

te
st

. Th
e c

on
te

st
 in

tr
ig

ue
d 

m
e, 

an
d 

th
e t

op
ic

 w
as

 
tim

el
y. 

O
ur

 cl
as

s w
as

 st
ud

yi
ng

 an
ci

en
t c

iv
ili

za
tio

ns
, a

nd
 w

e h
ad

 ju
st

 
le

ar
ne

d 
ho

w
 ir

rig
at

io
n 

w
as

 th
e k

ey
 to

 ci
vi

liz
at

io
n 

in
 M

es
op

ot
am

ia
 

w
he

re
 ag

ric
ul

tu
re

 fi
rs

t d
ev

el
op

ed
. O

ne
 st

ud
en

t w
as

 le
ss

 th
an

 th
ri

lle
d 

to
 le

ar
n 

of
 th

is 
w

rit
in

g a
ss

ig
nm

en
t. 

“I
 o

nl
y w

rit
e 

ab
ou

t s
po

rt
s,”

 C
hr

is 
de

cl
ar

ed
 to

 m
e. 

I c
ha

l-
le

ng
ed

 h
im

 to
 fi

nd
 a 

co
nn

ec
tio

n 
be

tw
ee

n 
sp

or
ts

 
an

d 
ag

ric
ul

tu
re

, a
nd

 to
 tu

rn
 it

 in
to

 a 
st

or
y. 

Th
e 

re
su

lt 
w

as
 a 

fa
nt

as
tic

al
ly

 cr
ea

tiv
e s

to
ry

 ab
ou

t h
ow

 
“g

ro
un

ds
ke

ep
er

s a
re

 th
e a

gr
ic

ul
tu

ra
l g

en
iu

se
s o

f 
fo

ot
ba

ll.
” H

is 
st

or
y w

as
 se

le
ct

ed
 as

 a 
st

at
e w

in
ne

r 
an

d 
th

e r
ec

og
ni

tio
n 

he
 re

ce
iv

ed
 p

ro
pe

lle
d 

hi
m

 
in

to
 a 

be
co

m
in

g a
 m

or
e s

uc
ce

ss
fu

l s
tu

de
nt

 an
d 

al
lo

w
ed

 h
im

 to
 ex

pl
or

e h
is 

ta
le

nt
 as

 a 
w

rit
er

.

A
fte

r C
hr

is 
w

on
 h

is 
aw

ar
d,

 I 
at

te
nd

ed
 C

FA
IT

C
's 

Su
m

m
er

 A
g I

ns
tit

ut
e w

hi
ch

 ch
an

ge
d 

m
y c

ar
ee

r 
pa

th
 fo

re
ve

r. 
I k

ne
w

 th
at

 ag
ric

ul
tu

re
 le

ss
on

s w
er

e 
vi

ta
l f

or
 o

ur
 st

ud
en

ts
 so

 I 
ac

ce
pt

ed
 a 

po
sit

io
n 

as
 co

or
di

na
to

r o
f a

 
la

rg
e s

ch
oo

l/c
om

m
un

ity
 g

ar
de

n.
 N

ow
, I

 am
 th

ri
lle

d 
to

 b
e a

 m
em

be
r 

of
 th

e B
oa

rd
 o

f D
ire

ct
or

s a
nd

 d
el

ig
ht

ed
 to

 se
e t

ha
t C

FA
IT

C
 co

nt
in

-
ue

s t
o 

in
sp

ire
 an

d 
su

pp
or

t C
al

ifo
rn

ia
’s 

st
ud

en
ts

. Th
an

k 
yo

u 
fo

r y
ou

r 
su

pp
or

t a
nd

 yo
ur

 co
m

m
itm

en
t t

o 
an

 o
rg

an
iz

at
io

n 
w

e a
ll 

ad
or

e. 

M
es

sa
ge

 fr
om

 M
ar

th
a D

eic
hl

er

M
a

rt
h

a
 d

ei
c

h
le

r
, 

Bo
a

rd
 M

em
be

r

Our 25th Silver 
Anniversary

March 19
The Flower Fields, Carlsbad
Luncheon and Wagon Tour
10:00 a.m.

March 25
Crocker Art Museum, Sacramento
Dinner and Gallery Viewing
6:00 p.m. 

October 20
Cow Palace, San Francisco
Afternoon BBQ

Sponsorships of our Silver Anniversary 
events are available from $1,000 to 
$25,000 and include complimentary 
tickets to each of the events listed above. 
Please see enclosed envelope for details.

Individual tickets to the Crocker Art 
Museum or The Flower Fields may be 
purchased for $150 each. Tickets to the 
BBQ at the Cow Palace are $50 each.

If you are unable to attend an event, please 
consider offering a general donation in 
support of our 25th anniversary. 

Online registration of sponsorships,  
tickets, and general donations are  
available online:  
www.LearnAboutAg.org/support. 



california foundation for agriculture in the 
classroom relies on the generous support 
of our donors, without whom our message 
would go unheard. Thank you.	

Lodi, California

It is only fitting, as we celebrate 25 years of 
agriculture literacy, to highlight one of the most loyal, 
long-time supporters of CFAITC. John Ledbetter 
and his family own and operate Vino Farms, a 
multigenerational family business, and have believed in 
our vision of an agriculturally literate California since 
the very beginning. 

“It is impossible to place a monetary value on Ag in the Classroom because we never 
know when the seed planted by the program will sprout,” says Ledbetter. “We do 
know that Ag in the Classroom helps nurture that seed by the cooperative spirit 
among the participants.  I am an advocate and supporter of Ag in the Classroom 
and feel more money needs to be invested in these types of educational programs.” 

In addition to their generous annual donations, Vino Farms has frequently 
gifted the Foundation with donations of wine for use 
at annual fundraising events. The Ledbetter family also 
hosted educators in their home for several years during 
the Foundation’s Summer Ag Institute, an immersion 
program giving educators an in-depth, live-in experience 
on a working farm. He recalls these as some of his most 

rewarding experiences. “Educating people about a different environment is done 
best by immersing them in that environment,” John Ledbetter says. “Ag in the 
Classroom does exactly that by partnering the participants with production 
agriculture—real people living real experiences.”

The company farms more than 13,000 acres of premium winegrapes in Napa, 
Sonoma, Yolo, Monterey, San Joaquin, Sacramento, San Luis Obispo and Santa 
Barbara counties — it sells grapes to about 100 premium California wineries. The 
Ledbetter family has been farming in California since the 1930s and continues a 
legacy of leadership in agriculture with their involvement in a long and impressive 
group of organizations. 

John’s daughter, Kim Ledbetter-Bronson, is the first of the third generation to join 
the business, and takes pride in continuing the Ledbetter legacy. She currently 
serves as chair of the California Association of Winegrape Growers board of 
directors. 

board of directors
Kenny Watkins, 
Chairman 
San Joaquin County 
Martha Deichler 
San Diego County 
Debbie A. Jacobsen 
Fresno County 
Jamie Johansson 
Butte County
Joseph M. Peters 
Sacramento County
Rick Phillips 
Idaho
Jane Roberti 
Sierra County
Craig Thomson 
Sacramento County  

silver anniversary 
host committee
Kenny Watkins 
CFAITC
Gloria Alesso 
Los Angeles County 
Farm Bureau
Brad Bittleston 
Interstate Ag Plastics
Bill Dale 
California Beef Council
Paul Ecke 
Paul Ecke Ranch
Melanie Fowle 
California CattleWomen
Casey Garten 
Bank of the West
Kevin Herglotz 
HPA Strategies
Jim Hicks 
Jim Hicks and Company
A.G. Kawamura 
Orange County Produce

Ag in the Classroom began in 1986 
with a passionate group of individuals, 
an increasing number of small 
but mighty classroom resources, 
and a calling to fill an important 
void within a growing number of 
California schools. Opportunities 
such as the Summer Ag Institute 
evolved into new ventures to meet 
greater demands, while some 
resources—such as the Hands on Ag 
newsletter you hold in your very hands 

— have been around since the start. 

The numbers speak for themselves:

25  years of developing and 
providing free, high-quality, teacher-
tested and factually-accurate 
resources to support common-
sense integration of agriculture 
in California classrooms. 

162,000 agriculturally-
themed stories written by 
students for our Imagine this… 
Story Writing Contest. 

4,500,000 copies of 
our What’s Growin’ On? student 
newspaper printed and distributed in 
classrooms and homes across the state. 

10,000,000 students’ 
lives touched by CFAITC programs 
and resources... and growing.

We’ve come a long way in 25 years, 
but our mission has remained 
constant—to create an awareness and 
understanding of agriculture among 
California’s educators and students. 
Thank you for your support as 
we bring to life our vision of an 
agriculturally literate society. 
Please visit www.LearnAboutAg.
org/anniversary to view more of 
CFAITC “by the numbers.”  

25 Years of Accomplishments
The Ledbetter Family & 
Vino Farms Eric Larson 

San Diego County 
Farm Bureau
Dave Lawson 
Lawson & Associates
Michael A. Mellano 
Mellano & Company
Frost Pauli 
CFBF Young Farmers 
& Ranchers
Steve Pearson 
American AgCredit
Barry Powell
Allan Price 
Orange County Land 
Management Services
Kathye Rietkerk 
Kallisto Greenhouses
David Schwabauer 
Leavens Ranches
Celeste Settrini 
California Women 
for Agriculture
Terry Stark 
CAPCA
John Sweeney  
Dairy Procurement 
Group LLC
Craig Thomson 
Zenith AgriBusiness 
Solutions
Paul Wenger 
California Farm Bureau
Chris Zanobini 
California Pear Advisory 
Board 

resource 
development
Cathie Bradley 
CJB & Associates, LLC

In Memoriam
Ciara Eleanor Chiesa
April 12, 1996 -  
December 7, 2010

Thank you for inspiring 
us all with your courage, 
strength and love of life, 
and for sharing your words with us.

Ciara was selected as the seventh grade 
state winner of the 2009 Imagine this… 
Story Writing Contest for her story, 

“Amy’s School Garden.” Read her story at 
www.learnaboutag.org/imaginethis/garden


