
NEWSLETTER FOR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM

GROWING…WITH YOUR SUPPORT.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.LEARNABOUTAG.ORG!
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HERE TO HELP

Know a teacher?

There are many ways we work to support 
educators. Ag in the Classroom provides 
free resources, teacher trainings, and 
can assist in grant implementation.

Please share our contact information.

Email: info@learnaboutag.org 
Phone: (916) 561-5625 
Website: LearnAboutAg.org

Help us help them!

Summer 2008

Decades of Dedication

SAVE THE DATE

California 
Foundation for 
Agriculture in 
the Classroom 

Conference

Orange County

September 27-29, 
2024
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Judy Culbertson, long-time executive director of California Foundation 
for Agriculture in the Classroom, has retired. We are thankful for her four 
decades of dedication to increasing awareness and understanding of 
agriculture among California’s educators and students.   

Judy’s 43-year tenure started in 1980 with an apple orchard field trip for 
San Francisco teachers! The organization then blossomed into a free, full- 
curriculum package for educators with resources in every subject that align 

with education standards.  

Judy’s passion was educating teachers and 
students about where their food, fiber, and 
fuel come from. It was with this passion that 
she helped conceptualize the creation of a 
mobile website that will allow users to see 
the top commodities in the county in which 
you are traveling up and down the highways 
of California. The mobile website lets users 
identify and explore top specialty crops and 
learn about growing 
practices, nutrition, 

history of, and recipes utilizing each commodity. This 
resource will pilot with 4th grade in the coming year.

Please consider donating on behalf of Judy’s legacy 
project tied to this exciting resource! Judy envisions 
posters highlighting the mobile app to populate rest 
stops throughout the Golden State. Can you help 
make that happen?

Finally, we welcome Becca Whitman, previous Ag in 
the Classroom board member, as our new executive 
director. We are thrilled to have her leading the team 
through the next chapter of increasing agriculture 
literacy. 
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CALIFORNIA FOUNDATION FOR AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM 
RELIES ON THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR DONORS, WITHOUT  
 WHOM OUR MESSAGE WOULD GO UNHEARD. 
  THANK YOU.

 We are California Foundation for 
Agriculture in the Classroom (CFAITC). 
Our mission is to increase awareness 

and understanding of agriculture 
among California's educators and 

students. Our vision is an appreciation 
of agriculture by all.

We are a 501 (c) (3) organization.  

WWW.LEARNABOUTAG.ORG

INSPIRE - $25,000
The James G. Boswell Foundation

California Farm Bureau 

Jim Hicks Family Foundation

Nutrien Ag Solutions

Oreggia Family Foundation

Raley’s

Elizabeth & Robert Reniers

Stater Bros. Charities

Zenith Agribusiness Solutions

ILLUMINATE - $10,000
Blue Diamond Growers

Farm Credit: American AgCredit, Yosemite Farm 

Credit, AgWest Farm Credit, Colusa-Glenn Farm 

Credit, CoBank, Fresno Madera Farm Credit

Grand National Foundation

Grimmway Farms

Neta Hicks

J.R. Simplot Company

McDonald's

National Agriculture in the Classroom Organization

Sustainable Futures Fund

Sutter Health

Syngenta Crop Protection, LLC

US Bank

INVEST - $5,000
Almond Board of California

George and Ruth Bradford Foundation 

Dairy Council of California

E. & J. Gallo Winery

The Finch Family Foundation

Grow West

J. Trolan Family

Los Angeles County Farm Bureau

Orange County Farm Bureau

Maureen Tolson

Warne Family Charitable Foundation

The Wonderful Company

SUPPORT - $2,500
The Albert & Rina Brocchini Family Foundation

California Beef Council

California Cattle Council 

California Cotton Alliance

County Line Farming Co., Inc.

Dawson Ranch

Gorrill Ranch

Pacific Coast Producers

PGIM Ag Finance

Elio & Joy Rodoni

Sacramento Literacy Foundation

Scott Bros. Dairy Farms

Vaquero Foundation

Vino Farms, LLC

Wilbur-Ellis

HONOR ROLL - $1,000
Anthony Costa & Sons

ASP Farm Services, LLC

Associated Feed & Supply Co.

Atwood Ranch

Avellar-Moore Farms, LP

Introducing the 2024 Imagine this... Story Writing Contest 
winning authors. Seven students in grades 3-8 were celebrated 
at the California State Capitol this March to acknowledge 
this outstanding achievement. 

The writing contest, going on its 30th 
year, encourages students to write 
creative tales (fiction or nonfiction) 
about California agriculture, while 
high school art students throughout 
the state illustrate the stories. 

The result is a book written 
and illustrated by students, for 
students (of any age). 

This year’s stories explore the importance of the great horned 
owl, giant sequoia trees, and the water cycle as well as topics 
such as raising cattle, sheep and chickens, to growing peaches. 

Encourage the 3-8 grade students in your life to participate. 
The story submission deadline is November 1, annually. 

Imagine this... Story Writing Contest

Farm Day Success

Shannon Douglass 
President 
Douglass Ranch

Shaun Crook 
1st Vice President 
Crook Logging, Inc

Correen Davis 
Gorrill Ranch

Ken Dey 
J.R. Simplot Company

Bobbin Mulvaney 
Mulvaney's B&L

Teresa Bagsgall

Broma Applicators, LLC

Button & Turkovich, LLC

C.A. Webster Foundation

CALAMCO

Cal-Bart Orchards, Inc.

California Cantaloupe Advisory Board

Catlett Warehouse

Caviglia Brothers

Central California Irrigation District

Clendenin Orchards

James and Anada Cooper

Cypress Abbey Company

David J. Elliot & Sons

Martha Deichler

Eugene Duncan

Ecke Family

Ann Epstein

Farmers Warehouse

Garton Tractor, Inc.

Hohberg Poultry Ranches

Holt of California

Hunn and Merwin and Merwin, Inc.

InterWest Insurance Services, LLC

Edward Jones

Judith McBean Foundation

Kautz Farms

Lake Road Grizzly Ranch

Land O'Lakes

LWG Wines

Rudy Maggio

Mitchell Mariani

Patricia McDaniels

Tyler Metz

Mary Nash

Nationwide Agribusiness

Kevin & Bea Olsen

Ontario Ranch Holsteins

Nancy Orear

Parsons Farms

Pauli Ranch

Pioneer Equipment Co.

Placer County Farm Bureau

Eloise Pound

R & F Ranch

Ruben Seeds, LLC

Michael and Patricia Rue

Richard and Patricia Shade

Shade Farm Management, Inc.

Stendrup Ag Partners

Stephen & Janet Waltz

Steve E. Park Apiaries, Inc.

Steward Ag Services

George Swaner

Tauzer Apiaries

The Bertha and John Garabedian Charitable Foundation

UC Davis Health Center

Vrbas Vineyards

Sandra Walsh

Western Valley Insurance Associates

Woodside Electronics Corp.

Ron Peterson 
Peterson Family Farms 
 

Jane Roberti 
Roberti Ranch 
 

Craig Thomson 
Zenith Agribusiness 
Solutions 
 

Kenny Watkins 
Watkins Ranches

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Becca Whitman
Executive Director

Mandi Bottoms
Curriculum Coordinator

Alyssa Boydstun
Administrative  
Assistant

Amanda Fletcher 
Administrative 
Coordinator

Jennifer Harrison 
Communications 
Coordinator

Jaime Morse 
Consultant

Morgan Nunes 
Outreach Coordinator

STAFF

Let’s talk numbers! We had nearly 600 teachers, representing 
more than 21,000 students, register to watch our virtual 
California Farm Day. 

The event centered around the 
latest edition of the What’s Growin’ 
On? newspaper, with its "Fields 
of Innovation" theme. Students 
learned about driverless tractors, 
drones in action, beef genetics, bees, 
robotic harvesters and more. 

The hour-long event was a 
combination of pre-recorded 
segments and live guests, where 
students could ask questions. Ask they did, a whopping 
446 questions came through, making it clear that students 
and teachers are hungry for agriculture education. 

Want to watch the show? See it by scanning the QR code. 
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