
NEWSLETTER FOR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM

GROWING…WITH YOUR SUPPORT.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.LEARNABOUTAG.ORG!
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JOIN US

NATIONAL AGRICULTURE 
WEEK EVENTS!

Did you know, last year we reached more 
than 900,000 students with information 
about agriculture? 
 
You can help us reach even more students 
and teachers this year by supporting our 
upcoming events celebrating National Ag 
Week.  
 
The demand for resources continues to 
grow — thank you for making a difference!

Friday, March 24, 2023
Evening Reception 

Silt Wine Company, Clarksburg, CA

Thursday, April 13, 2023
Luncheon  
Wilson Creek Winery, Temecula, CA

Sip and see how amazing it is to support 
bringing agriculture into the classroom. 
 

Join us in person (the first time in 4 years!) 

Summer 2008

Getting Weather Wise

SAVE THE DATE

California 
Foundation for 
Agriculture in 
the Classroom 

Conference

Sacramento, CA

September 22-24, 
2023
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Talk about timing!

Just as our latest edition of What’s Growin’ On? went to press, California 
experienced a series of historical storms. Suddenly, Weather Wise, this 
year’s topic, appeared more pertinent than ever.  
 
In this 21st edition, students explore how weather events and related 
systems impact all our lives but especially how weather impacts agriculture 

in the Golden State. California grows more 
than 400 different commodities, and 
while agriculture is at the mercy of the 
atmosphere, we have become increasingly 
better at predicting weather events. 
Accurate forecasting-using science to 
predict or estimate a future weather event-
positively impacts farmers and ranchers, 
making them more weather-wise than ever.
In this latest edition, students also get to 
hear directly from farmers and ranchers.  
A scan of a QR code 
takes you straight 
to interviews with 

farmers, where students will learn from farmers 
about California’s historical weather events, 
technology that provides better forecasting, and 
how unexpected challenges are met with resilience. 
Talk about making agriculture come alive in the 
classroom! 

Help us get this timely resource into the hands of 
even more students by sharing with a classroom 
teacher or by sponsoring a school-wide distribution. 
We provide free classroom sets to all California 
educators. Contact us at 916-561-5625. 
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CALIFORNIA FOUNDATION FOR AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM 
RELIES ON THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR DONORS, WITHOUT 	

WHOM OUR MESSAGE WOULD GO UNHEARD. 
 THANK YOU.

 We are California Foundation for 
Agriculture in the Classroom (CFAITC). 
Our mission is to increase awareness 

and understanding of agriculture 
among California's educators and 

students. Our vision is an appreciation 
of agriculture by all.

We are a 501 (c) (3) organization. 

WWW.LEARNABOUTAG.ORG

BENEFACTORS
Blue Diamond Growers
California Farm Bureau 
Farm Credit: American AgCredit, Yosemite Farm 

Credit, AgWest Farm Credit, Colusa-Glenn Farm 
Credit, CoBank, Fresno Madera Farm Credit

J.R. Simplot Company Foundation
Jim Hicks Family Foundation
National Agriculture in the Classroom Organization
Raley’s
Stater Bros. Charities
Sustainable Futures Fund
Syngenta Crop Protection, LLC
The James G. Boswell Foundation
Maureen Tolson

DEAN
California Beef Council
California Cattle Council
California Department of Food and Agriculture
E. & J. Gallo Winery
George and Ruth Bradford Foundation
Grand National Foundation
Grimmway Farms
Intrepid Potash, Inc.
Los Angeles County Farm Bureau
Nutrien
Olive Hill Greenhouses
Orange County Farm Bureau
Elizabeth and Robert Reniers
Resnick Family Foundation
Sacramento Kings
Warne Family Charitable Foundation

PRINCIPAL
Agricultural Finance, PGIM Real Estate Finance
California Cotton Alliance
Driscoll's
Gorrill Ranch
Elio and Joy Rodoni
The Albert & Rina Brocchini Family Foundation
The Finch Family Foundation 
Union Bank N.A.

HONOR ROLL
4 R Farming, Inc.
Agra Tech Inc.
Anthony Costa & Sons
Associated Feed & Supply Co.
Avellar-Moore Farms, LP
B & E Dairy
Michael Bentz
Button & Turkovich, LLC
C.A. Webster Foundation
CALAMCO
Cal-Bart Orchards, Inc.

What do a talking earthworm, a trip to the peach 
cannery, and the song, "I Heard it Through The 
Grapevine," have in common? These topics are 
part of winning stories included in our Imagine 
this… Stories Inspired by Agriculture book this 
year. Additional story topics include dairy farming, 
invasive species, bees, and generational farming. 

Going on its twenty-fourth year, the Imagine 
this… Story Writing Contest gives students in 
grades 3-8 the opportunity to write agricultural 
narratives about real or imagined experiences 
or events based on California agriculture. 

We are thrilled to welcome seven students, on 
March 21, to the California Capitol to publicly 
celebrate this outstanding achievement as part of 
the Capitol Ag Day festivities on the Capitol steps. 

Imagine this... Story Writing Contest

New Ag-Bite

Jamie Johansson, 
President 
Lodestar Farms

Shannon Douglass 
1st Vice President 
Douglass Ranch

Becca Whitman 
2nd Vice President 
Raley's 

Correen Davis 
Gorrill Ranch

Mark Dawson 
California Farm 
Bureau

California Cantaloupe Advisory Board
California Fresh Carrot Advisory Board
Catlett Warehouse
Caviglia Brothers
Central California Irrigation District
Chicken Ranch Tribal Council
Chino Valley Ranchers
Clendenin Orchards
James and Anada Cooper
Cypress Abbey Company
Ecke Family
Everde Growers
Farmers Warehouse
Five Rivers Cattle Feeding, LLC
Garton Tractor, Inc.
Hilmar Cheese Company
Hohberg Poultry Ranches
Hunn and Merwin and Merwin, Inc.
InterWest Insurance Services, LLC
J.K. Thille Ranches
J.R. Simplot Company
Judith McBean Foundation
Lake Road Grizzly Ranch
Lakeside Organic Gardens, LLC
Land O'Lakes
Rudy Maggio
Mitchell Mariani
Patricia McDaniels
N A Timmerman, Inc.
Nationwide Insurance
Ontario Ranch Holsteins
Parsons Farms
Pauli Ranch
Pioneer Equipment Co.
Placer County Farm Bureau
Precision Irrigation Management & Consulting, Inc.
Riverbend Dairy
Michael and Patricia Rue
Troy and Keri Scott
Scott Bros. Dairy Farms
Shade Farm Management, Inc.
Mary Stenseth
Steve E. Park Apiaries, Inc.
Steven Moore Farms
Leslie Templin
The Bertha and John Garabedian 

Charitable Foundation
Tovar Family LP
Vaquero Foundation 
Verdegaal Brothers, Inc.
Duane Vrbas
Stephen and Janet Waltz
Western Valley Insurance Associates

Bobbin Mulvaney 
Mulvaney's B&L

Rick Phillips 
J.R. Simplot Company

Jane Roberti 
Roberti Ranch

Craig Thomson 
Zenith Agribusiness 
Solutions

Kenny Watkins 
Watkins Ranches

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Judy Culbertson
Executive Director

Jenna Bontadelli
Administrative  
Assistant

Mandi Bottoms
Curriculum 
Coordinator

Jennifer Harrison
Communications 
Coordinator

Lyn Hyatt
Administrative 
Coordinator

Morgan Nunes
Outreach Coordinator

STAFF

Students learn how to make a simple microwave applesauce while 
comparing how American traditions have changed from the past to the 
present. Other activities - such as 
taste testing different applesauce, 
and researching, and creating a 
poster on why “an apple a day” is 
good advice - round out this Ag-Bite.

Interested in sponsoring an Ag-Bite 
yourself about a specific commodity?  
Contact us at 916-561-5625. 

Jaime Morse 
Consultant

Our newest Ag-Bite takes apples to a whole new level. Part 
science lesson, with a dash of nutrition and history thrown 
in, Modern-Day Applesauce Making is a hands-on, bite-sized 
activity that brings agriculture into the classroom.
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