NEWSLETTER FOR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM
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Carrie Robertson, middle school - GROWING..WITH YOUR SUPPORT.
Teacher at Paul Revere Charter School - -

O M
and Magnet Center in Los Angeles ® S g .
County, is our 2022 Outstanding QD o CA Ag in the Classroom Conference
= a4 S
the Year! < £ 2 3 E ,"D_J We’re back!
IR A
Robertson ‘ =t 70O 3 For the first time in three years, we gathered in person for the California
Egggtl%gjzlfed COEE o2 § o Agriculture in the Classroom Conference. The energy was contagious.
i .,Q- 3 >>
renovation of ﬂmai g < < “This has been my favorite conference I’'ve ever attended. | can’t imagine it
the entire school Q 3 g being better!” exclaimed one teacher. Coined “AgVentura,” a nod to Ventura
farm, located on —d aY County, where the 2-day event took place, attendees were introduced to
Sunset Blvd. in the agricultural bounty of the region (a top producer of berries, lemons, and

CARRIE ROBERTSON,

nursery stock) while learning how to make agriculture come alive in their own
classrooms.

2022 oUTsTANDING  the heart of Los
EDUCATOR OF Angeles. The

THE YEAR farm is home to
goats, chickens, a
potbelly pig, a garden, and fruit trees.

“The farm tours were my favorite part! | had never
attended a conference with a field trip component,
and | loved how it got us outdoors to see the

“Agriculture is life! All human beings concepts in the real world,” said another teacher.

are dependent on agriculture for
food, clothing, and shelter,” explained
Robertson. The outdoor, experiential
nature of agricultural education
provides so many positive benefits
for students, including social skills,
sensory input, and stress relief.”

Nearly 200 people attended the conference,
participating in hands-on activities called Make

N' Take sessions and interactive workshops, and
hearing directly from the

~ "farmer’'s mouth” with a

panel of producers from

Ventura County. Guest SAVE THE DATE
speakers Christine Birdsong,

A true advocate of making agriculture
Undersecretary of the

come alive for her students,

Northern California

County. In this area of urban sprawl, we have a
second and in some cases, a third generation

of kids with no ties to agriculture. These kids
think their food comes from the supermarket,

and that there's always plenty of it.

That's where the Agriculture in the Classroom
program shines. The California Foundation
for Agriculture in the Classroom programs
are well-designed, effective programs that

will pay good dividends for years to come. This program
is a gift that keeps on giving. Many of the students will

Orange County, and my home in Los Angeles
go on to become community leaders, and both the
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“When | was first introduced to California

Foundation for Agriculture in the
| frequently travel between my office in

Classroom, it was 'love at first sight."”

Robertson encourages others to do . Californiq Depa?rtmgnt.of _Natlonal

the same, regardless of limited time Foqd and Agriculture, and anch Kua, an |n.sp|rat|onal Agriculture Week

and space for a school garden. agricultural advocate, further inspired participants to Event
teach the next generation about growing food, fiber, B )

“Agriculture is all around us! All you and fuel in the Golden State. Celebrating

Agricultural Literacy"

have to do is make the connection.” # "l loved all the innovations shared,” reflected another

conference participant. "This gives me hope for the March 24,2023
future of agriculture.” Silt Winery

It gives us hope too. We can’t wait for next year! #

Thank you, Jim, and the Hicks family, for your commitment to
California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom family. #

agricultural education and for being a special part of the
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teachers and students become enthusiastic supporters
of the benefits of agriculture for the rest of their lives.”

Honoring Past Board Member -

Jim Hicks

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.LEARNABOUTAG.ORG!




CALIFORNIA FOUNDATION FOR AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM
1 RELIES ON THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR DONORS, WITHOUT

WHOM OUR MESSAGE WOULD GO UNHEARD.
Onors THANK YOU.

BENEFACTORS

Blue Diamond Growers
California Department of

Food and Agriculture
California Farm Bureau
Farm Credit
Fresno Unified School District
Jim Hicks Family Foundation
J.R. Simplot Company Foundation
Bob Johnson
McDonald's
National Agriculture in the Classroom
Nutrien
Oreggia Family Foundation
Raley's
Stater Bros. Charities
Sustainable Futures Fund
Syngenta Crop Protection, LLC
The James G. Boswell Foundation
The Robert E. Kiernan and

Alta M. Kiernan Trust
Maureen Tolson
UC Thelma Hansen Fund
Zenith Agribusiness Solutions

DEAN

California Beef Council

California Cattle Council

Dairy Council of California

E. & J. Gallo Winery

Grand National Foundation
Grimmway Farms

Grow West - Headquarters

Intrepid Potash, Inc.

Orange County Farm Bureau

The Wonderful Company Foundation

PRINCIPAL

Brocchini Farms, Inc.

California Cotton Alliance

Central California Irrigation District
George and Ruth Bradford Foundation
Gorrill Ranch

Haney & Associates Real Estate
John and Carole Harris Fund
Lakeside Organic Gardens, LLC
Elizabeth and Robert Reniers
Richard Miner

Scott Bros. Dairy Farms

Steve E. Park Apiaries, Inc.

Elio and Joy Rodoni

Ward Ranches

Wes Sperry

Union Bank N.A.

Vino Farms, LLC

HONOR ROLL

4 R Farming, Inc.

Agra Tech Inc.

Agricultural Finance, PGIM
Real Estate Finance

Anthony Costa & Sons

ASP Farm Services, LLC

Associated Feed & Supply Co.

Avellar-Moore Farms, LP

B & E Dairy

Michael Bentz

BLV Agribusiness Consultants

Booth Ranches, LLC

Button & Turkovich, LLC

C.A. Webster Foundation

CALAMCO

Cal-Bart Orchards, Inc.

California Cantaloupe Advisory Board

California Fresh Carrot Advisory Board

Catlett Warehouse

Caviglia Brothers

Chino Valley Ranchers

Clendenin Orchards

James and Anada Cooper

Cypress Abbey Company

Martha Deichler

Diane Eeckhout

Ecke Family

Eugene Duncan

Aaron and Anne Epstein

Everde Growers

Farmers' Rice Cooperative

Farmers Warehouse

Five Rivers Cattle Feeding, LLC

Garton Tractor, Inc.

Terry and Jo Ann Gulmon

Hilmar Cheese Company

Hohberg Poultry Ranches

Hunn and Merwin and Merwin, Inc.

InterWest Insurance Services, LLC

J.R. Simplot Company

James Ahlem Dairy

Judith McBean Foundation

Paul Kasparian

Lake Road Grizzly Ranch

Rudy Maggio

Patricia McDaniels

Ontario Ranch Holsteins

Pacific Coast Producers

Parsons Farms

Paul & Magdalena Ecke Poinsettia Foundation

Pauli Ranch

Pioneer Equipment Co.

Placer County Farm Bureau

Precision Irrigation

Regnar & Beverly Paulsen Foundation

Elizabeth and Robert Reniers

Riverbend Dairy

Gerald and Elaine Rominger

Rue & Forsman Ranch

Michael and Patricia Rue

San Joaquin-Stanislaus
Cattlemen's Association

Sanders Family Almond Ranch, LLC

Troy and Keri Scott

Shade Farm Management, Inc.

Sierra Pacific Foundation

Mary Stenseth

Steve E Park Apiaries, Inc.

Steven Moore Farms

Leslie Templin

The Bertha and John Garabedian
Charitable Foundation

The Finch Family Foundation

Thornton S. and Katrina D. Glide Foundation

Maureen Tolson

Tovar Family LP

Vaquero Farms, Inc.

Duane Vrbas

Western Growers

Western Valley Insurance Associates

Wilco Farmers

William H. Cilker Family Foundation

Taste and Teach

California classrooms
keep getting tastier!

Going on its sixth year, the Taste
and Teach Program, sponsored
by Raley’s, Stater Brothers,

and California Foundation for
Agriculture in the Classroom,
offers 350 teachers throughout
the state the opportunity to
“Taste and Teach” about different
California commodities.

Selected teachers received a

$100 gift card to Raley’s, Bel Air
Markets, and Nob Hill or Stater Bros.
grocery stores to purchase featured
California-grown commodities

Raleys BeAIR Nop HILL L*i‘E:?Arg Suatee bo0s )

(fruits, .I Taste
vegetables, and Teach
nuts, and

dairy)

each month.

Participants also
received a binder
full of free
resources and
instructions on
how to lead students in a taste test
while meeting California Academic
Standards. 7

Boasting About Beef

We have several new resources
that highlight cattle production
and the benefits of beef.

Build Them Better: Understanding
Cattle Genetics educates students
on the importance of genetics in
beef cattle production, ultimately
helping students identify desirable
and undesirable traits in beef cattle.

e saarTs Source Sleuth
is a lesson
plan that
investigates
credible
sources

about beef.
Students learn
strategies for
identifying
sources and
understand

why it is important to use reliable
sources. Students practice citing
sources, paraphrasing data and
interpreting conclusions.

Our Behind the Beef, Surprising
Cow Connections bookmark
details interesting beef facts. Did
you know beef has ZIP? That’s
zinc, iron, and protein, all readily
used by the human body.

Additionally, the new Beef
Boasts 6 Reasons Why ranchers
aren't afraid to toot their own
horn."” poster details surprising
statistics about cattle ranching.
Did you know, 90% of what
cattle eat can’t be digested by
humans, making them invaluable
to a sustainable food system?

Scan the QR code to
download or order free
resources. 7
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Agriculture in the Classroom

We are California Foundation for
Agriculture in the Classroom (CFAITC).
Our mission is to increase awareness
and understanding of agriculture
among California's educators and
students. Our vision is an appreciation
of agriculture by all.

We are a 501 (c) (3) organization.
WWW.LEARNABOUTAG.ORG

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jamie Johansson,
President
Lodestar Farms

Shannon Douglass
1st Vice President

Bobbin Mulvaney
Mulvaney’s B&L

Rick Phillips
J-R. Simplot Company

Douglass Ranch Jane Roberti
Becca Whitman Roberti Ranch
2nd Vice President Craig Thomson
Raley’s Zenith Agribusiness
Correen Davis Solutions
Gorrill Ranch Kenny Watkins
Mark Dawson Watkins Ranches
California Farm
Bureau

STAFF
Judy Culbertson Jennifer Harrison
Executive Director Communications
Jenna Bontadelli Coordinator
Administrative Lyn Hyatt
Assistant Administrative
Mandi Bottoms Coordinator
Curriculum Morgan Nunes
Coordinator Outreach Coordinator
Mindy DeRohan
Program Manager



