
Newsletter for frieNds aNd supporters of agriculture iN the classroom

g r o w i N g …  w i t h  y o u r  s u p p o r t .

visit us oNliNe at www.cfaitc.org!
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eNclosed is my doNatioN iN the amouNt of:

 $1,000  $500  $100

 $25   ________________

 i would like cfaitc to coNtact me  
     regardiNg a doNatioN of stock.

Name ______________________________________

address ___________________________________  

____________________________________________

city _______________________________________

state ______________ zip ____________________

email ______________________________________

 i would like to make this coNtributioN 

iN memory of  _____________________________

paymeNt type

 my persoNal check is eNclosed

 please charge my:

  visa  mastercard

card # _____________________________________

sigNed _____________________________________

expiratioN date ____________________________

who else would beNefit from 
receiviNg Hands on agriculture?

Name ______________________________________

address ___________________________________  

____________________________________________

city _______________________________________

state ______________ zip ____________________

email ______________________________________

please make check payable to: cfaitc, 2300  
river plaza drive, sacrameNto, ca 95833-3293

to coNtribute oNliNe, visit  
our web site at www.cfaitc.org/giviNg

g r o w i N g …  w i t h  y o u r  s u p p o r t .

summer 2008
support

Jim Hicks first learned of California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom 
(CFAITC) 17 years ago, when he picked up a pamphlet during his travels in the 
fertilizer industry. “I knew, right then, that this organization was the answer. 
I’ve been fond of Ag in the Classroom from day one,” said Hicks, who, since his 
discovery, has been among Ag in the Classroom's most loyal supporters. 

In June, during the National Ag in the Classroom 
Conference in Orange County, Hicks stopped 
by to see for himself how his support is impact-
ing teachers. He volunteered in the “CA Grown 
Zone,” chatting and handing out fresh produce to 
educators from across the country. “I was amazed 
at the quality and the scope of the organiza-
tion, and was equally impressed by the teachers 
who were there and by their desire to learn about 
the industry,” he said.

Hicks is owner and 
manager of Jim Hicks & 
Company, a widely suc-

cessful and respected wholesale distributor of commercial 
fertilizers in Brea, California, where his two sons, Pat and 
Grady are also part of the family business. “The biggest 
problem facing agriculture today, is that we are coming up 
on second and third-generation Americans who have no 
idea where their food comes from,” he said. The generous 
contributions made by Jim Hicks, and every donor to Ag 
in the Classroom, help to reverse this growing trend.

Jim Hicks, 17 Years of Lending a Hand

Jim hicks with cfaitc board 

member martha deichler 

at the 2008 coNfereNce

NatioNal 
agriculture week
March 15-21, 2009

cfaitc coNfereNce
OctOber 22-24, 2009Fo
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califorNia fouNdatioN for agriculture iN the classroom 
relies oN the geNerous support of our doNors, without  
 whom our message would go uNheard. thaNk you.

 We are California Foundation for 
Agriculture in the Classroom (CFAITC). 

Our mission is to increase awareness 
and understanding of agriculture 

among California's educators 
and students. Our vision is an 

appreciation of agriculture by all.

We are a 501 (c)(3) organization.

{800} 700-aitc (2482)    
www.cfaitc.org

board of 
directors
Douglas W. Mosebar,  
Chairman of the Board 
Santa Barbara 
County 
Martha Deichler
San Diego County 
Debbie A. Jacobsen 
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Bob O’Hollearn
Sacramento County 
Joseph M. Peters
Solano County
Jane Roberti
Sierra County 
Kenneth Watkins III
San Joaquin County
Paul J. Wenger 
Stanislaus County 

staff
Judy Culbertson
Executive Director
Mandi Bottoms
Program Coordinator
Kelly Cormier
Communications 
Coordinator
Lyn Hyatt
Administrative 
Coordinator
Renee Hyatt
Web Site Coordinator
Terri Salmond
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Assistant
Brenda Trammell
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CJB & Associates, 
LLC
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Insurance 
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Robert Henderson
Hollandia Produce
Holt of California
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Bruce Mettler
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strawberries doNated by 

the califorNia strawberry 

commissioN

On Monday, May 12, 2008, nearly 
100 California golfers teed-off to 
support agriculture education at the 

prestigious Granite Bay Golf Club. 
Health Net, Inc., one of the nation’s 
largest publicly traded managed 
health care companies, served as the 

This past June 25-28, California hosted 
the National Ag in the Classroom 
Conference for the first time in 16 
years. More than 550 teachers, ad-
ministrators, nutritionists, volunteers 
and state officials from 49 states, 
including Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Jack O’Connell, and 
Secretary of Food and Agriculture 
A.G. Kawamura, gathered in Costa 
Mesa to attend the annual event. 

During his remarks on June 27, 
O'Connell commended the audience of 
educators for their dedication to bring-
ing agricultural awareness to today's 
students. "We've laid a solid founda-

CFAITC is excited to announce that Wal-Mart has become the primary sponsor 
of the Foundation’s annual Imagine this… creative writing contest, a program 
designed to challenge students in grades 3–8 to research and write a story about 
some aspect of the California agriculture industry. 

The annual contest inspired more than 10,000 agriculturally-themed essays to 
be written in 2007. Each year, six student authors are selected for their original 
stories and honored with special awards and recognitions. The stories are illus-
trated by high school students and published as a soft bound book, highlighting 
the students' achievements.

Signature Sponsor of the annual golf 
tournament benefiting CFAITC.

“Health Net’s goal to improve health 
aligns with our goal of educating 
students about the importance 
of agriculture in our society, our 
economy and in the personal health 
and well-being of each of us,” said 
Ag in the Classroom Executive 
Director, Judy Culbertson. 

Proceeds of the tournament support 
the development and distribution 
of resources, programs and train-
ing opportunities that help foster 
an appreciation for an industry that 
provides safe, abundant and afford-
able products, and a strong economy.

tion for the study of agriculture to 
thrive in our classrooms," he said.

The California agriculture 
industry and many Agriculture 
in the Classroom donors helped 
make the conference a success 
by providing a generous array of 
auction items, 
wines, 
flowers, and 
more than 
$4,000 
worth 
of fresh 
California 
produce.

Support from Health Net is Above Par!

CFAITC Conference Draws a Crowd

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

a u g u s t  2 0 0 7  -  J u l y  2 0 0 8

george gomes poses for the camera
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On Monday, May 12, 2008, nearly 
100 California golfers teed-off to 
support agriculture education at the 

prestigious Granite Bay Golf Club. 
Health Net, Inc., one of the nation’s 
largest publicly traded managed 
health care companies, served as the 

This past June 25-28, California hosted 
the National Ag in the Classroom 
Conference for the first time in 16 
years. More than 550 teachers, ad-
ministrators, nutritionists, volunteers 
and state officials from 49 states, 
including Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Jack O’Connell, and 
Secretary of Food and Agriculture 
A.G. Kawamura, gathered in Costa 
Mesa to attend the annual event. 

During his remarks on June 27, 
O'Connell commended the audience of 
educators for their dedication to bring-
ing agricultural awareness to today's 
students. "We've laid a solid founda-

CFAITC is excited to announce that Wal-Mart has become the primary sponsor 
of the Foundation’s annual Imagine this… creative writing contest, a program 
designed to challenge students in grades 3–8 to research and write a story about 
some aspect of the California agriculture industry. 

The annual contest inspired more than 10,000 agriculturally-themed essays to 
be written in 2007. Each year, six student authors are selected for their original 
stories and honored with special awards and recognitions. The stories are illus-
trated by high school students and published as a soft bound book, highlighting 
the students' achievements.

Signature Sponsor of the annual golf 
tournament benefiting CFAITC.

“Health Net’s goal to improve health 
aligns with our goal of educating 
students about the importance 
of agriculture in our society, our 
economy and in the personal health 
and well-being of each of us,” said 
Ag in the Classroom Executive 
Director, Judy Culbertson. 

Proceeds of the tournament support 
the development and distribution 
of resources, programs and train-
ing opportunities that help foster 
an appreciation for an industry that 
provides safe, abundant and afford-
able products, and a strong economy.

tion for the study of agriculture to 
thrive in our classrooms," he said.

The California agriculture 
industry and many Agriculture 
in the Classroom donors helped 
make the conference a success 
by providing a generous array of 
auction items, 
wines, 
flowers, and 
more than 
$4,000 
worth 
of fresh 
California 
produce.

Support from Health Net is Above Par!

CFAITC Conference Draws a Crowd

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

a u g u s t  2 0 0 7  -  J u l y  2 0 0 8

george gomes poses for the camera
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eNclosed is my doNatioN iN the amouNt of:

 $1,000  $500  $100

 $25   ________________

 i would like cfaitc to coNtact me  
     regardiNg a doNatioN of stock.

Name ______________________________________

address ___________________________________  

____________________________________________

city _______________________________________

state ______________ zip ____________________

email ______________________________________

 i would like to make this coNtributioN 

iN memory of  _____________________________

paymeNt type

 my persoNal check is eNclosed

 please charge my:

  visa  mastercard

card # _____________________________________

sigNed _____________________________________

expiratioN date ____________________________

who else would beNefit from 
receiviNg Hands on agriculture?

Name ______________________________________

address ___________________________________  

____________________________________________

city _______________________________________

state ______________ zip ____________________

email ______________________________________

please make check payable to: cfaitc, 2300  
river plaza drive, sacrameNto, ca 95833-3293

to coNtribute oNliNe, visit  
our web site at www.cfaitc.org/giviNg

g r o w i N g …  w i t h  y o u r  s u p p o r t .

summer 2008
support

Jim Hicks first learned of California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom 
(CFAITC) 17 years ago, when he picked up a pamphlet during his travels in the 
fertilizer industry. “I knew, right then, that this organization was the answer. 
I’ve been fond of Ag in the Classroom from day one,” said Hicks, who, since his 
discovery, has been among Ag in the Classroom's most loyal supporters. 

In June, during the National Ag in the Classroom 
Conference in Orange County, Hicks stopped 
by to see for himself how his support is impact-
ing teachers. He volunteered in the “CA Grown 
Zone,” chatting and handing out fresh produce to 
educators from across the country. “I was amazed 
at the quality and the scope of the organiza-
tion, and was equally impressed by the teachers 
who were there and by their desire to learn about 
the industry,” he said.

Hicks is owner and 
manager of Jim Hicks & 
Company, a widely suc-

cessful and respected wholesale distributor of commercial 
fertilizers in Brea, California, where his two sons, Pat and 
Grady are also part of the family business. “The biggest 
problem facing agriculture today, is that we are coming up 
on second and third-generation Americans who have no 
idea where their food comes from,” he said. The generous 
contributions made by Jim Hicks, and every donor to Ag 
in the Classroom, help to reverse this growing trend.

Jim Hicks, 17 Years of Lending a Hand

Jim hicks with cfaitc board 

member martha deichler 

at the 2008 coNfereNce

NatioNal 
agriculture week
March 15-21, 2009

cfaitc coNfereNce
OctOber 22-24, 2009Fo
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Jim Hicks first learned of California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom 
(CFAITC) 17 years ago, when he picked up a pamphlet during his travels in the 
fertilizer industry. “I knew, right then, that this organization was the answer. 
I’ve been fond of Ag in the Classroom from day one,” said Hicks, who, since his 
discovery, has been among Ag in the Classroom's most loyal supporters. 

In June, during the National Ag in the Classroom 
Conference in Orange County, Hicks stopped 
by to see for himself how his support is impact-
ing teachers. He volunteered in the “CA Grown 
Zone,” chatting and handing out fresh produce to 
educators from across the country. “I was amazed 
at the quality and the scope of the organiza-
tion, and was equally impressed by the teachers 
who were there and by their desire to learn about 
the industry,” he said.

Hicks is owner and 
manager of Jim Hicks & 
Company, a widely suc-

cessful and respected wholesale distributor of commercial 
fertilizers in Brea, California, where his two sons, Pat and 
Grady are also part of the family business. “The biggest 
problem facing agriculture today, is that we are coming up 
on second and third-generation Americans who have no 
idea where their food comes from,” he said. The generous 
contributions made by Jim Hicks, and every donor to Ag 
in the Classroom, help to reverse this growing trend.

Jim Hicks, 17 Years of Lending a Hand

Jim hicks with cfaitc board 
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